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news agencies; they ave exempt, but if
a newsagent is dealing in faney goods,
and it consfitutes a part of his business,
he also will have to close at six o'clock,
the same as other shopkeepers. I do not
kuow that T need say more in explanation
of the measure. It is very -short, only
three or four clauses, and when we get into
Cominittes we can discuss the matier pev-
baps a liftle more thoroughly. I have
much pleasire in moving—-
Thut the Bill be now rend a second
fime.
On wmotion by Hen.
debate adjourned. °

J. D. Connoliy,

House adjourned at 2.32 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m,, and vead prayers,

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, WICKEPIN-MERREDIN.
Mr. MONXGER (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works: Will the Minis-

ter place on the Table the report of the

Advisory Board on the Wickepin-Merre-
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din Railway, together with all correspond-
ence veferring to same and reports of in-
terviews (if any) and replies given to
the varions deputations that have waited
upon previous Ministers in connection
with the said railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: T have no objection to placing the
papers on the Table,

QUESTIONS OMITTED FROM
NOTICE-PAPER,

Mr., SWAN: I desire to ask, Mr
Spealker, why a series of questions T gave
notice of some days ago has been con-
verted into a notice of motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Beecause, in view of
the questions asked, I deemed it advisable
they should take the form of a motion
for a return.

Mr. SWAN: Is it not usual to notify
menbers asking -questions in that way?

My, SPEAKER: No, it is not usual.

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAY DE-
PARTMENT.
Tickets for Long-distance Trains.

Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is the Minister aware that
instruetions have been issned by the Rail-
way Department which prevent the issune
of fickets for conntry traing or {he gold-
fields express unless the passenger travels
by the connecting train? 2, Does the
Minister approve of the instruction that
passengers desirous of leaving Fremanlle
for the country prior to the departure of
the connecting train must purchase single
tickets to Perth? 3, Will the Minister
{ake steps to stop this unfair eentralisa-
tion of railway revenue and inconveni-
ence to the travelling publie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No snch mstruections have been
issued, but country tiekets issued ab sub-
urban stations are net available for break
of journey within the snburban avea, wide .
pages 16 and 17 of the Coaching Rates
Book., This has been done to prevent
frand. 2 and 3, Answered by No. 1.
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Dining Cars, Great Southern.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX asked the Afin-
jster for Railways: 1, Is it the intention
of the Government to place dining cars
on the Great Southern Railway? 2, If
so, is the Minister aware that it would be
a great advantage to the public to make
the dining cars available as early as pos-
sible during this stimmer?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, as soon as possible afiter
the existing light rails are replaced by
heavy ones right through te Albany. 2,
Yes, but as explained in answer No. 1
it is not praclieable at present, nor have
we the ears available.

Kitson Lamps in Use.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Raillways: 1, What number of Kitsorr
lamps have been purchased by the Railyay
Department? 2, Who was responsible for
their purchase and when were they pur-
chased? 3, What was the tofal price
paid? 4, How many lamps have been
put into wse, and where ave they in nse?
5, Is the Minister aware that they are in
use at the Kalgoorlie loco sheds, and that
each lamp is so unsatisfactory, that it is
liahle o go out at any time, and that as a
result workimen are in constant danger of
falling into the engine-pits? 6, Will the
Minister ask for a report on the working
of the lamps at Kalgoorlie, and if the re-
port is as sugeesied, will he authovise the
installation of the electrie light there to
eusure the safely of lhe men and pro-
mote the efficiency of [heir work?

The MINTISTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: 1, 49, 2, (a) They were pur-
chased by the Department after due trial
had been made; (b) between Scptember,
1904, and Februarvy, 1907. 3, £387 18s.
4, Forty-six have been in use at various
times; at present there ave 29 in use, as
follows: Clackline 2, Beverley 1. Bruns-
wick 2, Geraldton 2, Merredin 1, South-
ern Cross 4, Narrogin 3, Wagin 2, Kal-
zoorlie 1@, meiropolitan rvegrading 2;
tofal 29. 3 and 6, Arrangements have
already been made to instal electrie light
in the locomotive vard at Kalgoorlie to
replace the Kitson lamps.
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QUESTION — DRAINAGE WORKS,
COOLTP.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Has a peiition been re-
ceived from the workers on the Coolup
drainage works? 2, If so, what reply
(if any) was sent? 3, Are the local con-
traciors taking out the “divt” as cheaply
as the Government teams working on the
drains? What is the cost per yard of
“dirt? taken out by Government teams?
4, Will the Mimster instruct the foreman
of works to give preference to local
residents? 5, Has the inguiry promised
by the Minister been conducted? If so,
what was the result? #, Has wovk been re-
fused to local contractors, who did all the
deep drainage at a similar price given to
others for shallow work® If so, why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Reply was given to
depntation which subsequenily waited on
Minister, who promised {o make inquiries.
3, {a) No; (b) ditching machine having
only recently staried, reliable costs are
not wet available, but there is evidence
that work by the machine costs consider-
ably less than that obtaining hitherto.
Careful costs are being kept. 4, This is tha
practice. 5, The Minister proposes to
make a personal inspection of work be-
fore coming to a definite decision. 6, In
only one instance, beeause the eontractor
had not completed the work on which he
was engaged.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMENT HORSES.

Mvr. LANDER asked the Minister for
Lands: What methods are adopted for—
1, The purchase of horses by the Agri-
cullural Department? .2, The purchase
of fodder for feeding same?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS re-
plied: 1, On receipt of an order from
the Stores Depariment horses are pur-
chased privately by the Chief Inspecior
of Bioek himself, or by one of his offi-
cers. Suitable animals are selected from
the various marts in the City. and ocea-
sionally in the country, when offering.
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2, Fodder is purchased through the Gov-
ernmen! Stores Manager from the Gov-
ernment contractor for this line.

QUESTIONS (2)—EDUCATION DE-
PARTMENT.
Medical Eramination of School Children.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON asked the #in-
ister for Education: 1, Is if the infention
of the Government to inc¢rease the pay-
ment of 1s. per child per year paid to
Distriet Medical Officers for the examina-
tion of sehool children? 2, Is the Minister
aware that to earry out the medieal ex-
aminalion specified by the Eduneation De-
nartment takes at least half an hour? 3,
Does the Minister propose to see that the
nedical examination of all school children
is carried ont in a regular and complete
manner in future?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, The payments are fixed and
rrade by the Department of Public Health.
The question has been referred to the
Colonial Secretary’s Department. 2, No.
The medieal officers for schools veckon
that from six to nine children ean be ex-
amined in an hour. 3, Arrangements have
been made for the examination of every
child now attending school. Every child
in future is to be examined twice during
his or her school career. Children knowun
to be defeclive, and children specially
noted hy the teacher, are to be examined
at each visit.

Inspector General’'s Absence.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Miunister
for Educabion: 1, What was the objeet
of the recent trip of the Inspector (Gen-
eral of Schools to England and other
parts of the world? 2, How long was
that gentleman away from Western Aus-
tealia? 3, Has the Minister yet received
a report from the Inspector General? 4,
Will the report be laid on the Table? -

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, To attend the Imperial Edu-
cation econference, and to inquire into
educational matters in various countries.
2, Eight months. 3, Not vet. The Tnspee-
tor General is preparing his report now,
and will snbmit it in sections. He expects

[28)
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to have the first seetion ready by Christ-
mas. 4, Yes. Iach seetion will be laid on
the Table of the House at the earliest op-
portunify after it has been received.

BILL—HOTHAM-CROSSMAN
RATLWAY,

Introduced by the Ainister for Works
and read a lirst time.

BILL—YILLIMINNING-KONDININ
RATLWAY.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {Hon.

W. D. Johusun) moved—
That the Bill be read a first time.

Mr. MONGER (York): Would the
Minister for Works present lo the House
the report of the Advisory Board on ihis
railway so that members might have an
opportunity of perusing iL%

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: Full
information would be submitted and
ample time given in which to discuss it.

Question put and passed; Bill read a
first time.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODA-
TION.
Report of Comunittee adopted.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES.
Message.

Message veceived from the Governor
recommending that an amendment be
made in this Bill as appearing on the
Nofice Paper.

In Commiltee.

Resnmed from the 7th December.

My..Holman in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clanse 6—Workers' homes
fund:
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The PREMIER moved—
That Clause ¢ be struck out and the
following imserted in liew :—

Funds.

See 1906, No. 15, 5. 15, 16. ., 1909,
No. 10, 5. 4, 5.

6. (1.) The funds necessary for the
effectual execution of ithis Act shall be
such moneys as may be raised by the
issue of debeniures as hereinafter pro-
vided, and such other moneys as may
from time lo lime be appropriated by
Parliament for the purpose.

(2.} The Governor may raise, by the
issue of such debenlures, any sum or
sums which, together with any moneys
appropriated by Paerliament, shall not
erceed in the whole the sum of lwo
hundred and [ifly thousand pounds.

(3.) Al such moneys shall be placed
to the eredil of an account at the Trea-
sury, to be called the Workers’ Homes
Fund, and applied lo the purpeses of
this Act; and such account may be oper-
ated upon in the prescribed manner.

(4.) The provisions expressed in the
schedule to this et shall apply to all
debentures issued under this Act.

The main object was to provide that the
Treasurer wmight use the Savings Bank
funds by issuing debentures as mortgage
bouds for the purpose of raising these
moneys. It would be seen later on thas
it was proposed to provide a definite
amount on the lines ihat already existed
under the Agrieullural Bank Aet; the
amount would be £250,000, and il would
be necessary for Parliament from time to
time, 1f vrequired, fo give further
powers fo (he Treasurer to appro-
priate above that amount. The moneys
refunded would be used for the pur-
pose of redeeming the debentures. This
was in conformily with the provisions
which were operating under the Agrienl-
tural Bank Aet, and the leader of {he
Opposition would know well what those
provisions were,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The Premier’s
desire to amend this clause conld be ap-
preciated; at the same time it had to be
admitted that it was hardly possible for
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members to peruse the two sheels of
closely printed matter in order to get a
full grasp of the intention of the clauses.
The Premier ought to have postponed
the consideration of these claunses until
the following day. Of course if he
adopted the principle which was in vogue
in  connection with the Agricultural
Bank Act not mueh harm could be done,
hecause the principle was a good one. The
sum of £250,000 was going to he appro-
priated and that would be the capital to
commenee with for the purpose of earry-
ing out the provisions of the measurs.
The Premier was to be commended for
having done that, namely, fixed the eapi-
tal, and the amount eould be inereased
from time to time as the secheme advanced,
and then bhe was going to use the repay-
ments for the purpose of redeeming the
debentures issued by the trustees or the
hoard. Was the Premier going to confine
himself to taking money from the Savings
Bank funds, or was he going to take
Loan funds, which might be voted on the
Loan Estimates by Parliament$

The Premier: Take either.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: If the Pre-
mier was going to take Savings Bank
funds ke would be all right so long as
e was confining himself to those fuuds,
but if he was going Lo appropriate loan
funds, such funds carvied a sinking fund.
The position ought o be safeguarded so
that when Loan Funds were wlilised Lhzy
ought not to earry lhe ordinary sinking
fund payments, otherwise we would be
in the position of paving twice over.
Perhaps the Attorney Greneral could assist
the Premier by putting in a few words o
safeguard the position, such as, “Pro-
vided always if Loan Funds are utilised
there shall be no sinking fund,” or, at
any rale, the sinking fund ought to be
paid from the repaymenis by the board.
The Premier would require all the funds
at his disposal to earry out the poliey
of his party, and therefore he did not
want to be in the position of paying
lwice over for the redemptionn.

The PREMIER: There would be ne
danger from Ihe posilion whiell the hon.
member would lead the Commillee fo be-
lieve might exist. In the first place, the
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sinking fund that had to be provided
from Consolidated Revenue on our gen-
eral loan was paid to trustees in London,
and invested by those trustees, and the
Treasurer could not al any time touch it.
The moneys to be repaid under these
provisions would be held by the Treasurer
in trost, and, if necesasry, the Treasurer
could invest these trust funds in any de-
sirable direction,

Mr. Frank Wilson: You said you would
have to redeem the bonds,

The PREMIER: The moneys held in
trust by the Treasurer would be called
upon to vedeem those bonds, or dehen-
tures as they were called.  But where
Loan funds were used it would not be
necessary to draw upon the trust fund,
because the redemption would then be
covered by sinking fund. The same pro-
vision existed in the Agrieultural Bank
Aet, and was not operating unfaicly. It
was not a new departure at all. 'We could
only raise money by means of these de-
bentures, and when we had exhausted the
£250,000 we would require to come back
to Parliamenl and ask for an inerease of
capital, just as in the case of the Agri-
eultural Bank.

L]

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The provision
that, after payment of interest due on
the debentures, and the expenses of ad-
ministration, all moneys received by the
board should be carried to redemption of
debentures, was all right so long as they
were special debentures. But if Parlia-
ment were to appropriate loan funds to
the purposes of the measnre then those
moneys would earry a sinking fund, un-
less the Treasurer were to bring down a
special loan authorisation. If that was
the Treasurer’s intention all opposition
would cease.

The Premier: But we must pay the
sinking fund.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: Not if speecial
provision were made in the Bill. The
Treasurer ought to define what he was
going to do with the funds which wonlid
he paid to him. We should not be called
upon to pay twice over,

The Premier: That would not be neces-
sary.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Under ibe
Rill it was necessary to redeem the lean,
while under the General Loan Aet it
was necessary to pay sinking fund.

The PRIEMIER : The repayments made
would be patd into a trust fund to be
operated on by the Treasurer, and pro-
visiopn was made ihat the Treasurer might
use Savings Bank funds, loan funds, ov
revenue. The debentures would cover
General T.oan Fund, as well as bonds
issned on the Savings Bank, and it was
only in respect to the Savings Bank de-
bentures thal provision was made for an
annual drawing to redeem those deben-
tures. The halance would be redeemed
under the provisoins of the General Loan
Act. Under special diveetion the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman had framed the pro-
posed new clause so as to give oppor-
tunity of disposing of the repayments in
the manner desired by the leader of the
Opposition, and at the same time to per-
mit of the uwse of any funds Parliament
might appropriate for the purposes of
the measure. These funds would not be
repaid a second time.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It seemed ihe
Treasurer was somewhat mixed over this
malfer, Any repayment made fo the
Tressurer had to be utilised for the re-
dempiion of bonds, and the Treasurer
could not do as he liked with it.

The Premier; Another clause provides
that he may.

Mr. FRANE WILSON: Provision was
made for the annual drawings, indeed it
was a specific instruciion that the bonds
should be redeemed. The other clauses
were simply to allow i{he Treasurer ‘o
handle the money in the meantime. [t
was not that the eountry was going to
he robbed of anvy wonev. it wWas sinply
overhurdening the Consolidated Revenue
Tund for the time being. The institution
itself was finding the money to redeem ihe
debentures by annual drawings, nothwith-
standing which the Consolidated Revenue
Fund would be chavged up with the sink-
ing fand contribution provided nnder the
General Loan Act.

The Premier: We would not issue
special  debentures except through the
Savings Bank.
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Mr. FRANK WILSON: Why not?

The Premier: Why should we, whan
we ean get it from the General Loan
Fund?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: What would

he done about Lhe repayments?
The Premier: Just the same as to-day.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: 1f £250,000
were included in the Loan Estimates to
provide the capital, what would be done
with the repayment of that sum? The
vepaymenis would have to go to redeem
the bonds, The Treasurer would lend
himself £250,000 out of General Loan
Fund, and issue bonds to limself as
Treasurer for the redemption; and as he
received the repayments he would redeem
those bonds, But in the meantime he
wonld have paid from the Censolidated
Revenne the sinking “fund on  ihe
£250,000 raised. It was a wrong principle
that we should be called upon to pay
Iwice over,

The PREMIER: It was not desirable
to eontinue to bandy arguments aeross
the Chamber in connection with this mat-
ter. Apparvently the leader of the Oppo-
sition was desirous of lending assistance,
while he (the Premier) desired to have
the mensure perfected. Conseguently he
would have the matter looked into before
the Bill passed another place and, if
there was found to be anything in the
point raised by the hon. member, steps
wounld be taken to remedy the limitation.

New clause pot and passed,

New clause—Holdings may be surrend-
ered and workers’ dwellings aequired:

The PREMIER moved—

That the following be added to stand
as Clauke 44:—*“(1) Any person Deing
the holder of land for an estate in fee
simple may, with the approval of the
Minister, upon the recommendalion of
the Roard, surrender such land to Ifis
Magesty al a price to be agreed upon
between such person and the Board,
and thereupon such land shall be dedi-
cated in manner aforesaid lo the pur-
poses of this Aet. (2) The Minister may,
under and subject to Part TI1. of this
Aet, erect a dwelling-house on any such
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land, and dispose of ihe same, as a
worker's dwelling, to the person Dy
whom the land was surrendered.

This was in accordance with a promise
given that opporiunity should be
furnished for an owner of land in fee
simple 1o come under the operation of
Clause 3 by handing over the land to the
board at a price to be decided, and thes
making application for a worker's dwel-
ling to be erected on what had been his
fee simpie land, for which he would afier-
wards pay 3 per cent. per annum,
It would assist materially in providing
them with funds for the payment of ip-
stalments off the cost of the building, or
they could retain it for the purpose of
making further improvements if they so
desired,

My, GEORGY: In Purt IV. the board
might make advances to any worker for
the purpose of erecting a dwelling-house
on his holding. The new clause seemed
to give a preference to those holders of
ihe fee simple who came under Part ITI
A person might be very desirous of hav-
ing a worker’s home, and also of keeping
his land, but under this elause it praeti-
cally meant thal a person surrendering
his estate might have a better chance of
getting his house than if he kept the land
for himself,

The PREMIER: There was no prefer-
ence to a person to hecome a Crown ten-
ant. By surrendering his holding he con-
tracted to continually pay to the Crown
rental for the use of his gronnd. It was
trne he obtained payment for the value
of the land, but after that he econtracted
to pay the rental for the use of the land .|
in the same way as if he had never owned
it. He was placed in the same positior
as an applicant under Part III would be.
This provision was purely to meet the re-
aquest of the committee that if a person
desired to surrender his land and ecome
under Part IIL. he should he able to do
£0.

Mr. GEORGE: The incertion of the
elanse would practieally give people to
understand thiat those who came under
Part TIT. would have a hetter ehance of
eotling their houses erected than if they
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remained under Part IV. TIf the meaning
of the Government was that there should
be no preference——

The Premier: Absolutely none.

Mr. GEORGE : If that was so then the
elause was all right. In speaking on the
second reading le bhad stated that the
Premier had said during the election cam-
raign that be required 51 paywents of
£3 10s. each as repayment Eor every £100
that might be advanced. [hat assertion
had heen challenged by the Minister for
Works, who had staled that the Premier
had never made that remark and had never
been so reported. Those remarks were
made, however on 7th Augusl, and re-
ported in the West Australian on 8th
Aungust, and also in the Vanguard.

The PREMIER: The clause gave no
preference except to the extent that if a
holder of land in fee simple preferred to
come under Part JII. he might surrender
his land to the board, obtain payment
aceording to a figure to he decided upon,
and then heeome a Crown tenant and
pay 3 per cent. on the animproved value
of the land for all time for the use of
it. In no part of the Act was there any
distinetion whatever. It provided for the
erection of dwellings on Crown lands, for
the advancing of money to lift mortgages,
and for the advancement of money for
the erection of buildings on land held in
fee simple.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: For worker or non-
worker?

The PREMIER: Only for workers.
The hon. member could not come under the
Act.

Mr. TAYLOR: If a person was the
holder of land in fee simple, and the board
decided {o take over that land, that in
itself sugpested that the building would
proceed without delay. TFor instance, the
Government might have land of their own,
and there might he numerous applications
for workers homes, but he took it that
if a man sarrendered his land there would
he no delay in putting ap his buildings,

New clanse put and passed.

New schedule:

The PREMIER moved that {he follow-
ing new schedule be inserted:—
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TuE SCHEDULE :

Provisions applicable to Debentures lssued
under this -let,

1. Debentures—

{a) Shall be made out at the Tren-
sury in such manner, form, and de-
nominalions as the Governor may
dirvect; and .

(b) Shall be signed by the Coloniul
Treasurer, and registered in the Tred-

. sury and by the Auditor General; and
(¢} Shall be payalle ta the bearer

or to the order of the person namel
in the debenture on presentation al
or after the due date thereof (being a
period not greater than twenty yews
from the date of the debenture); and

(d) Shall bear interest at a rale
not auceeding four pounds per centum
per annum, to be compuied from the
day on which the debenture shall be
issued and bear dale, and such inter-
est shall be payable half-yearly on
presenfalion of the debenlurs.

2. The principal sum and inlerest
for which any debenture may be issued
skall be a charge upon and be paid out
of moncys arising from the operation
of this Act, and so for as funds for the
payment of any such principal sum and
interest shall not be available under the
operations of this Act, any such sum or
interest shall be chargeable upon and
pait oat of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

3. Al the said dehentures when due,
and all interest thereon, shall be pay-
able by the Colonial Treasurer at the
place mentioned for such payment on
the face of the debenture.

4. Al interest, income, and repay-
ments received by the Board under this
Aect, shall, subject as herginafier pro-
vided, be held by the Colonial Treasurer
i trust lo repay the principal and in-
terest moneys secured by such deben-
tures.

3. (1) After providing for the pay-
ment of interest due on the debentures
issued under the aulthority of this Act,
and for the expenses of administration,
oll meneys rveceived by the Board in
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respeel of leases, and in repayment uf.
advances with interest, or otherwise
under this Act, shall be carried to «
Redemption dccount, and the said funds
shall be applied in the following mannser
to the redemption of the debenlures
issued under this Act:—

(@) The debeniures shall be re-
deemed by annual drawings in every
year after the expiration of siz years
From date of first issue thereof.

(b) -L day shall be appointed Ly
the Colonial Treasurer for the said
drawing, of which wnot less than
fourteen days’ notice shall be given
Ly advertizement in two daily papers
published in the State, and the said
notice shall specify the day on which,
and the hour and place at which, *he
drawing will take place, and the
nominal value of the debeniures to
be redeemed at that drawing.

(¢} On the day and at lhe hour
and place so specified, (he Colonial
T'reasurer shall, in the presence of
any debenture holders who may think
fit to attend, draw by lot out of the
whole number of debentures that have
been in circulation siz years, deben-
tures of the nominal value specified
in the said notice.

(d) The Colonial Treasurer shall
thereupon deeclare the distinguishing
numbers of ihe debentures drawn for
redemplion, and shall, as soon as pos-
sible, gfue notice thereof in fwo daily
papers published in the State; and
the principal moncys secured by the
said debentures so distinguished, to-
gether with the interest due thereon,
shall be payable on demand to the
holders thereof, at the Treasury, on
the day on which the then current
half-year’'s interest is payable.

{2) The moneys standing to the
credit of the Redemplion Account shall
be invested by the Colowial Treasurer
in such securities as irust funds may be
lawfully invested by trusices, and in the
meaniime shall bear interest al a rate
to be fixed from time lo time by the
{orernor.
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6. From and after the day ap-
pointed for the repayment of any de-
bentures, all inlerest on the principal
moneys sccured thereby shall cease and
determine, whether payment of the prin-
cipal has or has not been demanded.

7. Upon the repayment of the prin-
cipal moneys secured by the debeutures
which have been withdrawn from cir-
culaiion !n the manner aforesaid, the
said debentures shall be forthwith for-
warded by the Colonial Treasurer to
the Auwditor Genecral, who shall, in the
presence of the Colonial Treasurer,
cause the said debentures to be des-
troyed.

8. Any such debentures may be ne-
gotiated, sold, or disposed of by the
Colonial Treasurer, who may fix the
limit of price below which the sald de-
bentures shall nat be negotiated, sold,
or disposed of.

9. (1.) In case any debeniure shall
by any accident be defaced, the Colonial
Preasurer may, on such debenture being
delivered to him, cause a new debenture
1o be issued and delivered to the holder
of suck defaced debenture in licu of the
debenture so defaced, and the debenture
so defaced shall be cancelled by the
Colonial Treasurer in the presence of
the Auditor General,

(2) The debenture 50 to be dssued in
licu thereof shall have a like currency,
and. shall in all respects be subject tc
the same rules, regulations, and pro-
visions as by this Act are declared of
and concerning the debeniures in substi-
tution for which such new debenfure
shall be issued as aforesaid, and shall
bear the same number, date, and amount,
and bear the like interest, as the deben-
ture so cancelled bore respectively.,

10. In cosc proof shall be made to
the satisfaction of the Golonial Trea-
surer, by statutory declaration or other-
wise, that any debenture has by casually
or mischance been lost, or destroyed, the
Colonial Treasurer may cause the prin-
cipal and interest momeys due upon
such debenture so lost or destroyed lo
be paid, as the same respectively be-



come due, to the persom claiming lo
have been the last holder of the said
debenture, in like wmanner as if the
original debenture had been brought in
and paid off : .
Provided that the person so receiving
the principal wmoney and interest in
respect of sueh debenture alleged lo
have been iost or destroyed, shall gice
security lo the satisfaction of the Colo-
nial Treasurer against any lawful claim
il may be made upon the Colonial
Treasurer or the Government in respect
of the debenture so alleged 1o have been
lost or destroyed.
The Schedule dealt wholly with the raising
of funds and the disposal-of them, The
amendment had been put in the form of
a Schedule in order not to cause too great
an interference with the Bill as printed,
but the provisions would have exactly the
same foree as a clause in the Bill would
have.
Sehedule put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL~—TRANSCONTINENTAL RATL-
WAY.
/ Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 7th December.
Mr. FRANK WILSON (Supssex): I

am glad indeed to see that we have now
to pass a measure authorising the Com-
monwealth Government to construct this
railway. Western Australia has been
waiting for the past 11  years
for proper commmunication with the East-
ern States of the Commonwealth, and I
say at onece that all Federal Governments
that have been in existence since the es-
tablishment of the Commonwealth have
been remiss in respeet of the construetion
of this great work. T recognise that there
have been many diffienlties from fime to
time in preventing one Government and
another from carrying out, at any rate,
the implied promise to Western Australia
that this railway should be construeted
as early as possible, and therefore I do
not think it behoves ns on this oeceasion
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to indulge in recriminations.  Rather
would I take the opportanity of congratu-
lating all and sundry who have been par-
ties to the passing of the measure, which
will ultimately result in bindlng Western
Australia to the Eastern States by rail-
way. I congratulate the Fisher Govern-
pient certainly, because it has fallen to
their lot to actually pass the Bill, and
whilst we may say in passing that
it was only their duty to do so,
we are also perfectly justified in
giving them our sincerest congratn-
lations beeause fley have at any rate
passed the measure and will, T hope, in-
itiate the construction of the work. All
West Australian members of the Federal
Parliament lhave, so far as I remember,
consistently fought for the earrying ont
of this work, and T take some little excep-
tion to the Premier invidiously referring
to somne representiatives and leaving others
out,

Mr. Underwood: What about the in-
vidious reports in the West Australian in
past years,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not know
to what the hon., member refers.
He bellows hefore he is hurt. Per-
haps  later on  he will  tell us
what those reports are. 1 should
like to congratulate not only the members
referred to by the Premier, but also those
Liberal representatives, Sir John Forrest,
Mr. Hedges. and Mr. Fowler; and I may
say all members, Labour and Laberal, who
have represented Western Australia dur-
ing the last 11 years, have fought con-
sistently for the constrmetion of ithis
work,

The Premier: It is not comparable.
The Labour members stumped the Eastern
States for this Bill, whilst the others slept
quiet.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: T do not think
it can be said that Sir John Forrest slept
quiet. He has always advocated this rail-
way wherever he has heen. At any rvate,
I want to return my thanks to all the roem-
hers. T think onr best thanks are due to
them all. They have done the best they
could in the ecircumstances, and I only
regret the work was not eommenced years
ago.
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My, Carpenter: If Sir John Forrest had
raised his finger it would have been carried
five years ago.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not think
Sir John Forrest has ever put his finger
down, it has always been raised; there-
fore we should have had the railway be-
fore, according to that argument. But
I think every member recognises that the
opposition of the Eastern States has been
pretty bitter, and that members repre-
senting several of the Xastern Siates and
also the Eastern Press have always been
against it, especially s¢ in Vietoria. I
remember article after artiele in strong
and pronounced language condemning the
“desert railway,” and the idea of coupling
up Western Australia with the Eastern
States of the Commonwealth was sup-
posed to be that of a madman, indeed it
was thonght a erime for the Common-
wealth to entertain such an idea.

The Premier: Some of lhe loeal mem-
bers have been pretty strong in their lan-
guage as to the Ksperance railway.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: We shall have
the opportunity of diseussing the Esper-
ance raillway later, but there is no need
to point out there is no analogy between
the two works, South Australia was also
half-hearted: indeed she seemed more
anxious in the years gone by to get rid
of the Northern Territory and some of her:
non-paying rvailways than to assist in
building up the Commeonwealth by bring-
ing Western Australia into eloser union
with the Eastern States.

Mr. Underwood: The Northern Terri-
tory did not belong fo South Australia.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It did net
helong to Western Australia.

Mr. Underwond: Tt belonged to Aus-
tralia. South Australia was only look-
ing after the Northern Territory for us.

Mr. TRANK WILSON: Then how is
she getting so many millions in exchange
for the Northern Territory? Mem-
bers fail to realise that Western Aus-
tralia is to participate in the enst of ac-
quiring the Northern Territory and the
railways handed owver with it and half
the cost of developing that territory. I
think South Australia were very dog-in-
the-manger in their policy whiclk pre-
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vented them from giving whole-heartuil
support to the efforts Western Ausiralin,
through her representatives, was making
towards having this work ecarried oal.
However, T am happy to think we have
some friends in the Eastern States. and
that there are many good and true
friends who believe with us that we are
entitled to the railway being constructed,
and believe with us that we will pever
have the Tederal compaet properly con-
sitnmated, or that fellowship and close
relationship which is essential towards
building up a great nation, until we have
railway communication, Commerce de-
mands the construction of the line, and
Tederal umon and safety demand it like-
wise. The reports of Lord Kilchener, to
which the Premier referred, and of Ad-
miral Henderson, have borne ont this fact
i unmistakable language. Their lan-
gunge 1s very pronounced—that for the
defence of the Commenwealth the rail-

way I8 a necessity. I tihink these
reports, if perused by lhon. mem-
hers, will demonstrate to the fullest

extent that what Western Anstralia has
been asking for, and what she ‘hought
she was promised when we Jjoinad 1he
Federal compact, is an ahsolute neces-
sity in the ivterests of the Common-
wealth as a whole. Sentimen! I always
maintain is a very great factor in the
making of a nation, and it certainly ap-
peals to me that the sentiment of
hrotherhood that ought to exist between
two portions of the Commonwealth, no
matier how far apart they may be, can
only be cultivated by closer intercourse ;
and close intercourse between man and
man and between peoples and peoples
cannot be got unless proper means of
communication are provided. So there
we have at once a work which T think we
can all rejoice is to be shortly initiated.
Authority has heen given for its com-
struetion, and we ean whole-heartedly
support any legislation necessary in this
Chamber for the purpose of enabling the
Commonwealth Government to emrry
it out. With regard to the route
of the lineg, many neople have
ventured opinions as to where the
railway should 1run, and, «f late
months, articles have heen written
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very prominently drawing attention to
the suggestion that the line should go
via Norseman, leaving Kalgoorlie away
to the north and passing right "across
tlie continent to the border, thns eoup-
ling up with the line that will be con-
stracted from Port Augusta via Tar-
coola. As far as I am concerned—and
I believe I am voicing the opinion of the
areat majority of members in this Houose
—RKalgoorlie eannot be left ont, cannot
be missed. I do not eare what Govern-
ment are in power, we do not want to
follow the example of the Russians when
they construeted the trans-Siberian rail-
way. I understand corruption was
so rife that unless the loecal municipali-
hes conferved large bonuses on the sur-
vevors they were left out in the eold and
the line went past them a considerable
distance away. I understand they left
centres of population out and ultimately
had to couple them up with spur lines
running back to these different towns.

Mr. Underwood: What harm would it

do Kalgoorlie ?

Mr. FRANK WILSOXN: Tt would do
Kalgoorlie the greatest possible harm,
and it would do the greatest possible
harm to the State as a whole. Centres
of population must always he served by
our railway lines. It stands to reason
we cannot possibly expect the same
trafic if passengers wishing to travel
from ouv goldfields to the Tastern Stafes
have to take the train back to Coolgardie
and thence south to Norseman hefore
they can couple up with the through mail
train fe the Kastern States. Again, the
most of the goldfields traffic now enrried
on the narrow gange will be takan on the
hroad gauge. Would anvone tell me
{hat our own people are not to be consid-
ered ? What about the people that
travel to the goldfields centres, going
backwards and forwards every week over
the existing railway ¢ Ave they not to
have the opportunity for travelling and
the facilities provided by a broad-gange
railway 7 Tt stands to veason that we
musi cater, in fixing the voute of this
Transeonlinental railway, for the require-
ments of our people travelling within
- gur own horders, as well as for the re-
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quirements of those who wish to make
the through journev.

The Premier: Do you not see that we
ean junction only at Kalgoorlie?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I understand
that very well, but T was merely referring
to the agitation for another route. I am
supporting the Bill as it is printed; 1 am
not supporting the Bill as some hon.
members may wish to have ib amended.
The iniercolonial mails must be picked up
at all  towns en ronte, ofherwise mails
would have to he made up in populous
centres, Kalgoorlie, Wanowna, and Cool-
gardie, and even as far as Menzies, and
transhipped to Norseman before they
could be pui on the railway either to zo
west o Pevih or east to the other States.
Again, we have had held out as a great
possibility for many years past that pas-
sengeis landing at Fremantle and pur-
poging to go to the Bastern States will
undoubledly many of them break their
journey. The glory of the Golden Mile
has not yet departed, I am thankful to
say, though it has diminished somewhat;
and I awe goite satisfied that many hun-
dreds of passengers, iravellers going
through to the Ifastern States, will get
off, 2o overland and break their journey,
not only at the eapital cily of Perth, but
also at Kalgoorlie to see the renowned
gold mines of Western Australia. And
that is all trade for Western Australia;
it is 2 good advertisement for us. Cer-
tainly it wounld be an absolute fault if
any sugeestion were made to alier the
roule from Kalgoorlie,

Mr. Tarvey: That was seitled long
ago.

AMr. FRANK WILSOXN: We never
kunow what is setlled when an agitation
is strong enough lo make an alteralion,
T am commendine the Bill inasmnuch as it
makes INalgoorlie 1he junelion between
the Commonwealth railway and the Siate
svstem. 1 have just glaneed easually
through the veporls which have been made
in eonnection with (his scheme, and 1
think Western Aunstralia is to bhe con-
gratulated on the faet that, whilst there
is o eonsiderable amount of very second-
rate and third-class land in Sounth Aus-
tralin to be passed through—in faet I
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may eall it sandy ecounfry, very poor
country indeed—the reports show that,
so far as Western Australia is eoncerned,
the land between Kalgoorlie and the
border, the land io be traversed by this
railway, is fairly good almost right
through, with the exception of about 40
miles. There is about 40 miles of poor
sandy country, and all the rest is good
pastoral country and timber country, and
I think we in Western Australia ought te
be congratnlated upon this faet that there
is a very great possibility of a big traffie
wltimately resulting from (he nature of
the ccuntry the line passes through. We
have about 460 miles lo traverse to the
border which is prefiy well level all the
way, as members know who have been
out back from Kalgoorlie, and the forma-
tion is prineipally what is known as sur-
face formation. The immeuse timber
belts immediately adjacent to Kalgoorlie
and the Golden Mile and running some
distance o the east will be of great value
inasmuch as they must hring traffie to the
line. CGeenerally speaking, we ecan econ-
gratulate ourselves that the reports show
that the biz limestone formation extend-
ing about 300 niles in Western Australia
and over the border into South Ausiralia
15 all good pastoral econntry provided we
can find suflicient water. During my time
as o member of the previpus Administra-
tion, we spent sometbing like £30,000 in
finding artesian water tor the purpose of
inducing the Commonwealth to hasten the
consiruetion of this railway.

The Premier: Youn were going to build
it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I would have
built it. Even now I would attempt to
build it.

The Premier: You eannot find any-
thing on record as to thai, excepling ihe
Governor’s Speech. '

Ale, FRANK WILSOX: I am glad to
think fairly zood water was discovered.
It goes to show that where water has once
been discovered, artesinn water, in that
huge limestone basin, there will be no
difficulty in pgetting suffieient water, at
any rate for railway purposes, throughout
that 300 miles ¢f our portion of the route.
As for the Slate constructing the railway,
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if 1 may be permitted to digress for a
moment, I say at onece that [ would have
mueh preferred to consirucet the railway
onrselves right to the border. I do not
helieve in the dual system of railway
ownership. I would far sooner see the
State owning the whole of her railway
systemn and not have a doal authority as
we will Lhave in these circumsiances.

The Premier: There is no dual auth-
ority. |

Mr. FRANXK WILSON: We must
have dual authority; at any rate there
will be dual ownership; and there will be
dual authority to this extent that we
must run the same rolling stock that
comes over the Commionwealth portion
of the line.

The Premier: They do that in the other
States now, and there is no dual anthority.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: But it is al-
ways the cause of diftienlties eropping up.

The Premier: XNo.

Mr., FRANK WILSOXN: If yon are
trovelling from Adelaide to Melbonrne

" you wmust get off the train to zet a dinner

at night because there is no dining car,
and vou get vour dining car on for
breakfast next morning heeanse Vietoria
will not send it to South Australia.

The Premier: That is inter-State
jealousy.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There arve
exuctly the same jealousies now. TFor
that reason and becnuse there will he a
lot of difficulty in the running of the sys-
tem wlueh is parlly owned by the Stales
and partly by the Commonwealth, T would
have preferred lo see lhe Stafe the sole
owner of Lhe whole of this railway sys-
tem. 1 admii that the prohabilities are
ihat the Commonwealih Government will
have Lo ask Wesrern \usiralin to take
over the running of {he line for a year or
two, and I ean see suggestions heing
thrown out that the Commonwealth shall
estahlish ite own works and also that i
shall have its own Railway Department
to ran its portion of the railway system.

The Premier: We ave pretty busy with
onr own works,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know that the hon, member has put any
new works in hand.
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The Premier: We did a little more
than you.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There is the
football barracker again. 1 desire to con-
clude my remarks by making veference to
the survey and to commend, and I think I
am jusiified in doing so, our State sur-
veyors, Mr. Auir, the superintendent of
surveys, and wmore particulavly Mr. An-
ketell, the surveyor in charge of this work.
Hon. members may not know that these
gentlemen carried out the survey covering
a distance of 455 miles in three months.
They did it at the rate of seven miles a
day and it was a record in survey work.
Wihen we realise that the South Austra-
lian officers took over eight months to cover
G0S miles, which, of course, was no mean
work, and I do not wani to make any
invidious eéomparison, yet we must con-
mend our surveyors and give them eredit
herause they have not had sufficient recog-
nifion for what they have performed. In
Scouth Australia T believe there were more
diffienlties to overceme, there werve stret-
ches of sand plain whieh naturally took
more fime to cover in the selection of a
proper route. The gange of 4ft. 8lbin.
appeals to me strongly. I think we should
have made a hnge mistake if we had lis-
tened for one moment to the suggestion
which emanated from South Australia
that the line should be constrneted on the
narrow gauge.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: It was 5ft. 3in.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was 3ft.
Gin. in the first instance, and the sugges-
tion of 5ft. 3in. came subsequently from
Vietoria. Again, I think we would have
made a huge mistake if the Common-
wealth Government had conceded the
point with vegard to the 5ft. 3in. gauge.
I am satisfied that from the 4ft. 8lbin.
gange, which is the standard of the old
country and the United States of Am-
erica and elsewhere, we shall get all the
speed we require, and we can get the
heavy rolling stock necessary to earry
the traffic satisfactorily, and we shall also
be in line with the principal countries of
the givilised world. There are only two
points in this small measure, which con-
sists of only three c¢lauses, to which ref-
erence might he made at this stage. With
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regard to the land to be given I might
say that I regret the Premier has not
carried oui his promise with regard to
the paragraph which appeared in the
West Australian wherein he was reported
o have stated that Sir Newton Moore had
proniised te the Commonwealth Grovern-
ment 25 miles on each side of the railway
line. Whilst we are prepared and whilst
I endorse the remarks the Premier made
in this eonneetion that he will deal gener-
onsly with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, T hope that in giving the Crown
lands neeessary for the construetion and
maintengnce of the railway, the Govern-
ment will not countenance anything in the
way of the land-grab policy such as was
mentioned by the then Minister for Home
Affairs some eighteen mdnths or two
years ago. It slands to reason that we
cannot have a Staie within a State; it
would be disastrous to the prosperity of
our State and it would be much more dis-
asirous than any dual eontrol.

Mr. O°Loghlen: The people would still
own it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The Common-
wealth would own it. Western Australia
through its Parliament would have no say,
and I maintain that so long as we have
loeal Government we must conirol our
own lerritory. T do not think from the
Premier’s remarks that he, at any rate,
is imbued with any idea of going beyond
what he has stated, and that is to give
them all the land recessary but not one
rood more. I hope that the depth which
has been preseribed in the measure will
be omitted. To specify that we shall give
200 feet in depth T think is too much. It
is unnecessary, and it practically means
that if we shonld diseover minerals along
any portion of the vonte of this line we
will be barred from mining within 200
feet of the surface.

The Premier: Suppose they wanted to
zo more than 200 feet for water.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I would give
them permission to go as deep as they
liked for water. The last bore we put
down I think was 450 feet deep. Anyhow
this will not interfere with the question of
water and if they want to put down a
numher of hores I am quite sure the
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Premier will only bave to introduce to
Parliament 2 small measure to give them
the necessary power. I hope in Commit-
tee the Premier will agree to the usual
limitation, which is preseribed in our min-
ing leases—I think if is 40 feet. I believe
that would be suflicient, and if not it could
be inereased. With these few exceptions
the Bill meeis wiith my cordial support,
and again I say I am only too proud to
think that at least we ave to be brought
directly into touch with the Eastern
Stafes, and in that way we shall be able
much better than we ean do at the pre-
sent time, to take our part in the publie
affairs. of the Commonwealth, and assist
to make a big nation of Australia as a
whole.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara;: I have
just a few exceptions to take to the re-
marks of the leader of the Opposition.
Tn speaking of those who helped to ecarry
this Bill through the Federal Parliament
the leader of the Opposition was very in-
dignant because the names of certain lib-
eral members had not been mentioned.

Mr. Frank Wilson: And a few labour
members also.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite so. I
would like to eall his attention to the faet
that the leader of the Opposition in the
Senate, Senator Millen, moved a resolu-
tion that this railway should stand over
indefinitely, and he was supported prae-
tically by every liberal member of that
House. I am sore that if this State had
had io wait until the Liberals constrireted
the railway none of vs in *his Parliament
would have been alive to see it carried
through. The Right Hon. Sir John For-
rest no doubt did much work through the
eolurans of the West Australign, and I
think. in faet T am sure. that is abowd
where it ended as well as where it com-
menced. There is no doubt that hon.
member has received any amonnt of
praise from the press of this State. be-
cause the Premier of this State did not
zo out of his way to praise him, We have
this fact that Sir John Forrest was a
memher of the Liberal Ministry for many
years. and the farthest that Ministry got
was fo say ihat if the proposal did not
appear in the (tovernor’s Speech thev
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would be very disappointed. In regard
to South Australia I wish to say one or
two words 1n fairness to thai State, in
veply to the remarks of the leader of the
Oposition, I contend that Australia
should be grateful to South Australia for
the work that State did in connection with
the Northern Terrvitory. As a matter of
facl the Northern Territory never bhe-
longed to South Australia, it was really
held by the Colonial Office in England,
and Soulh Ausivalia {ook over the man-
agement of it, expended some millions
of pounds ihere, and, further, kept it for
a white Ausiralia. If South Australia
had uot done ihat and if that portion of
the continent had been allowed to remai:
under the eontrol of the Colonial Office T
have not the slightest shadow of doubt
that theve would be in the Northern Ter-
ritory now an Asiatic province, and io
attempt to sneer at South Australia T
think certainly shows want of gratitude
for the work that State did in connection
with the Territory for the good of all
Australia, Fust one other point with re-
eard to IKalgoorlie. It seems fo be a
pitiable thing that we cannot diseuss a
big proposition to hind a number of the
States together and, as the leader of the
Opposition said, to promote the brother-
hood of Australia to defend this great
continent, withont coming down to little
parochial matters, as to which town the
railway is going to run to. As a matter
of fact T frust the Government will zo
thoroughly into the question of the ronte
of this line. and if it can he shown that
the railway will be an advantage to West-
ern Anstralia by lenving Kalgoorle out
altogether, then T think Kalgoorlie should
be left ont, T think this railway is beine
built flor greater purposes than for the
convenience of KWalgoorlie or anv other
town in this continent. As a matter of
fact T fail to see what advantaras Kal-
zoorlie is roing to receive from this train
running through that town. We will al-
wavs have to ron our frains to Kalgoarlie.
and the interstate line will not be able to
earrv any of the Xalgoorlie traffic. Tt
will be practically an interstate train and
it will mmn straight through Kalgoorlie.
If anyone desires to go up and see those
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creat mines at Kalgoorlie they can go
there just as they go now; on the other
hand it would take just as long to go to
Kalgoovlie by the overland express, and
wait in Kalgoorlie to return by the next
one. Of course the leader of the Opposi-
tion has pointed out what a great adver-
tisement it will be and that brings us
back to the point that some people seem
to imagine that running a State is syn-
onymous with heing an advertising agent.
T am of opinion that some people, instead
of being politicians, should have been ad-
vertising agenis for a soap factory. How-
ever. I trust the Government will tho-
roughly consider this question, and that,
if it can be shown that it will be of ad-
vantage to the Sfate so to do, the line
will be kept away from Kalzoorlie.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) : Tt
was with extreme pleasure 1 noticed that
lre Premier, on behalf of the Government
and the State, had sent a message of con-
eratnlation to the Fisher Government, and
to lhe members who represant Wostern
Australia in the Federal Parliament when
the Bill for the eonstruction of the line
was finally passed. It is characteristic
nf the elector, as I have observed him,
that while he will enthuse a good deal for
the purpose of obtaining certain legisla-
tion, as soon as the particular Bill becomes
law. he seems to lose sicht of the immnorl-
ance of the object for which he has been
strugeling.  There is not, as a rule, much
expression of gratitude on the part of any
body of eleriors once they have cobtained
what for years they have heen fighting
for. and T have been somewhat surprised
that. apart from the message of congratu-
lation to which T have referred. there has
not heen something more in the way of
eoneralulation on the part of the West
Australian reople that this measure, for
which we have waited so long, and pro-
fessed to be so anxions, has at last become
law, T refer. of course. to the Bill for
the construction of the line. Tie leader
of the Opposition in the course of his re-
marks stated that in his opinion all the
Federal Governmenis had been remiss in
their aftitnde towards the construction of
the trans-Australian railway. It is easy
to form ibat oninion if we look at the mai-
ter purely from our own State point of
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viegw; but, may I say as one who bas had
opportunities of ascertaining just what the
difficulties were, and how great were the
objections raised against this work, and
how strong the influences brought to bear
upoit representatives of other Siates in
order to prevent the earrying of the trans-
Australian Railway Bill—having been in
this position, permit me to state that so
far from their having been remissness,
it has been u smrprise to me that, with all
these influences against this great projeet,
we have, at this comparatively early singe
cf our Federal expervience, been abie to
secure the passing of the Bill for the con-
struetion of the line.  Day after day
while the measure was before the Federal
Parliament a powerful journal like' the
Age denounced what it stigmatised as “the
desert railway” in the strongest possible
terms, referring to the representatives of
Western Australia, who were doing their
best to seeure support for the Bill, as men
who were selling their votcs in a venal
murket; and those who know the dge
know that the average so-called Liberal
elector pays a good deal of attention to
what that journal has to say. I repeat
that it surprised me that some of the
members of the Federal Parliament, par-
ticularly the Victorian members, were
courageous enough to aet in face of the
opposition of that journal and vote for
the construction of this railway. Then
we lad the dead weight of the opposition
of those States which appeared to have
no partieslar interest in the construction
of the line. A majority of the Queen~
land members have been always antagon-
iste to its construetion. This was not so
mueh heenuse they did not want to see it
built; hut their argument was “What in-
terest have we in a work of that sert.
and why should we be ealled upon to con-
tribute towards the four million sterling
which will be spent on its construction”
During the course of a visit to Queensland
I found this feeling obtaining, not anly
among the Federal members and State
members, but among the people of Queens-
land generally.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They were disappointed
at not getting the kink in the Oodnadatia
line.
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Mr. CARPEXTER : That was not The Waison Governmeni did more actual
then under disenssion. I think it work for the pushing on of this railway
was merely ithat they did not wree- in the three monlhs during which they oe-
ognise the Federal idea. It was copied the Ministerial benches than the
simply the lack of Federal spirit. It is  other Government, their predecessors, had

to me a matter for wonder that lhe legis-
lators in our Federal Parliament have
shown themselves to he snlficiently good
Australians to pwt {lwough this measure
in the eleventh year of the exislence of
Federation. Something was said with re-
ference to the paris the various parties
had played in the earrying of the Bill
for lhe eonsirnction of the line, T am
free io confess that we owe its compara-
tively early construction very largely io
what may be called the exigeneies of party
Government; that many members of the
Federal Parliament voted for the Bill on
the first oceasion out of a sense of lovalty
to Lheir party, and, having done this once,
when {heir Government were in office, they
eould not well go baek on their first vote,
and so they conlinued to support the mea-
sure on snbsequent oceasions. Tn the first
few years of the Commonwealth, althongh
it was stated that this railway had been
promised to Western Austrvalia eondition-
ally on her entering (he Federation, there
wus no writien evidence of any respon-
sible public man east of our borders hav-
ing given any such promise; and when we
referred fo the fact that this had been held
out as a bait, the question was always
asked, “Who had authority to give such
a promise”? We could poinl to no one
except, perhaps, Sir Fredevick Holder, the
then Premier of Sounth Australia, whe, in
conversation with someone from Western
Auystralia, had, it seemed, made a stafe-
ment to that effect. As a member of the
first Federal Parliament 1 had the honour
of introdueing a depuiaiion to lhe Prime
Minister asking for a definite statement
in regard to the construetion of lhe line;
and that deputation seeured the first de-
finite promise that a sorvey of the route
would be made if the Government could
earry the Bill. In my opinien the honour
of having done the bigwest share of the
preliminary work should be given to the
Watson Government. While it is true that
the Deakin Government inlroduced the
Survey Bill, it is also true that little or
no effort was made to carry it through.

done in three years. Something was said
by the leader of the Opposition in regard
lo the work Sir Johin Forvest has doue,
I am aware ihat fo a great many people
of the Btate Sir John Forrest is someone
who oughl never to be allacked by aiy-
one at all. T have no desive lo atluck
him, hut T agree wilh the member for 1*il-
hara that ailempis lhave been, and siill
are being made, to give nearly all the eve-
dit for this work to on eman, whereas that
credit is nof rightly his. T interjected
when the hon. member was speaking that
if Sir John TForrest had raised his finger
the Bill for the construction of ihis line
would have been carried five years earlier.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: By the Reid Govern-
ment,

Mr. CARPENTER: T have made that
statement in public before and I now make
it here. The circumstances were these:
the Bill had gone ihrough ihe House of
Representatives, and we know that in (he
Senate also the members were prepared to
pass it. It was simply a question of {he
Bill being sent on hy the Reid Govern-
ment in fime to give the Senate a ehance
of considering it and passing it. 1Ind
that been done the Bill for the snrvey of
the line would have been passed at that
time. The Reid Government had cone
inko office with a majority of one, Sir John
Forrest being that one. In connection with
another measure, a member of tlie Tlouse
who lad a parlienlar interest in the Hijt
said to the Reid Government “unless you
pass that Bill and send it on to the Nenale
T shall cross the floor of the Honse.” No
sooner was the threst made than the par-
tteular Bill went Lhrough and was sent
to the Senate. Sir John Forrest had the
power to do ihe same thing in respect to
the Survey Bill, but on that oecasion at
leasi he pul his parvty before the inter-
ests of his State. He held his peace, and,
while we were there in a minerity of one,
begging the Prime Minister to send the
Survey Bill on, he snapped his fingers at
us, and Sir John Forvest, who had the
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power to insist on the passing of the Bill,
sat back and smiled, and nothing was
done. I have said before, and I repeat,
ihat Sir John Forrest was more ambitious
to carry the Bill himself, than he was
anxious to see it carried. It is only fair
to the party to whieh I belong to say that
I bave never known anyoune sacrifice the
interests of his State to his party in the
way Sir John Forrest did on that par-
ticular oceasion. I may say that on the
next oecasion wlen the measure went
through the House of Representatives and
was sent on to the Senate for considera-
tion we had lost Senator Matheson, who
was then absent from duty, and that was
the cause of vears of delay in the carrying
of that particular measure. But we are
all glad that, no matter what may have or
may not have happened, or what things
have intervened, the Fisher Government
had the courage paevions to the last
Federal election to announce themselves
in favour of the construetion of this rail-
way. It iz partienlarly gratifving to know
that Mr. Fisher—he was not Prime Mini-
ster when he made the statement—as soon
as ever there was a prospect of a Labour
Government coming into power, in spile
of the feelings of hostility all through
Queensland towards this railway, had the
courage to rise and say thai he and his
Government would make this one of the
measures for the first sessign of the Parlia-
ment. It is, 1 say, to the eredit of Mr.
Fislier particularly, and to his colleagues,
that we are in the happy position ro-day
of being able {o econgratulate ourselves
upon seeing the final earrying of a Bill
for the construction of this great work.
1 believe that Westerm Australin does not
yet fully realise what it means lo its
people. It means the addition of practi-
cally another territory to Western Aus-
tralin, a tervitory at present almost un-
known and inaceessible, and the construe-
tion of this railway, T hope at Lthe earliest
possible dale, will bring us into fouch with
a large area of land, much of which I am
glad to believe from veports that have
been presented will be of ereat value and
may contain hidden wealth such as we
have already unearthed on the Golden
Mile. T Thope that the Aet, which this
measure simply gives permission to earry

795

ownt, will be one whick will prove of in-

" eslimable benefit to the peeple of Western

Australia in particular, and of advantage
to the people of Australia as a whole.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): I desire to
say a few words in conneetion with this
very important national projeet, the
linking of east and west together, and in
deing so I desire to congratulate the
Federal Labour party who have proved
themselves to be ihe national party in
Australian politics.  They have always
fought strennously for the linking of east
and west together, and whilst we have had
other parties in power for a number .f
vears, with amwple opportunities to give
effect to the wishes of the State, they have
neglecied those opportunities with the
result that the Labour party, although in
power for only a brief period, have been
able to bring this proposal to a snceessful
vesult. T desire to congratulate that party
on the consummation of this great
national project. References have heen
made to the necessity of reducing the
grade somewhat, and T consider that is
absolutely essential. In connection with
a proposal such as this, we ought to do
all we can to facilitale traffic and the eon-
duet of the railway as economically as
possihle.  On the existing line to the
goldfields we have an exceedingly heavy
grade through the Darling Ranges. For
a distanee of 35 miles fhere is on that
ling the heaviest grade that we lLave io
contend wiih in tlis State. Fromn Belle-
vne te Chidlow’s Well the ruling grade is
something like one in 40, and in addition,
for about 17 miles the train has to e¢iimb
a height of 923 feet. After leaving
Chidlow’s Well it drops 256 feet in eight
niles to Wooreloo, and after that again
ascends 233 feet, until it veaches Raker’s
Hill in grades of from one in 30 to one
in 40, What the difficulties in haulage
ave on Lhis part of the existing line will
he understoed from the fact that the
schedule time for this distance is one hour
and lwo minutes, whilst the 35 miles from
Bellevue to Baker's Hill occupies two
hours and one minute. If lime is fo he
the essence of the contract, and that is
essential from a defence point of view,
we should have easy grades so that the
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loads could be easily and expeditionsly
hauled. By adopfing the southern route
Armadale, the line wonld pass
through Wongong Brook, with a ruling
grade of something like one in 80, and
this would have to be encountered for a
dislance of onlv about one and ihree-
quarter miles; after ihat the zrade is esii-
mated to be about one in 132, and then
hecomes considerably less as the line pro-
ceeds. This is a very important faet, and
one that the Governnient should iake into
earnest consideration. Seeing that the
Federal Goverment have decided on fhe
route from Port Angusia fo Kalgoorlie,
I realise that it is too late in the day to
have that portion of ithe ronte changed,
but it is most important to this State
{hat the clirubing of the Darling Ranges
should, if possible, be avoided. The
adoption of this deviation would open up
a large arvea of territory at the one ex-
pense, territory within the 13-inch rain-
fall, and thus we should be enabled tfo
develop a very large area of fertile land.
At the same timme, the ronte would be
shortened by about 40 miles, and the cost
per mile would be considerably less. One
of the main reasons for this transcontin.
ental line is that it is essential for defence
purposes: that being so, {he shoriest and
easiest route must he a decided advantaze,
and the saving of time in the transport
of troops and supplies must be a big eon-
sidernlion. Lasting advantages can le
obiained by working the railway over
easy grades and curves, wheve the hanlaze
power ean be used to the best advantage,
and the maintenance of road and rolling
stock reduced to a minimum. Those are
important considerations. We have also
to take this fact into consideration, that
if the existing roufe is adhered to all the
sleepiers and hridge timber, as well as the
rails, will have to be hanled over the
Darling Ranges, and this in itself will
considerably inerease the cost of con-
strnetion. At the same time, we have
close to the proposed deviation abundant
timber and easy grades. I feel sure
that these points have only io be em-
phasised and to be taken into considera-
tion by the Government, and they will
see that it will be in the best interests of
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the State {0 deviale the line so as to avoid
the Darling Ranges. 1 desire io take this
oppurlunity of again congratulating the
Federal  (tuvernment on having broughi
this pavtiewlar project lo a suceessful
issue.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
I am very glad indeed to have the oppor-
tunity of adding my few words of support
to this Bill. We know perfectly well,
those of us who have been in the State
long enough, that this rvailway was one
of the baits dangled before the people of
Western Australin when ithe battle of
Tederation was fought some 12 or 13
vears ago. I do not care whether the
credit belongs to {he Labour party or the
Liberal party. Tt is sufficdent for me as
a Western Australian that what all West-
ern  Australiang  want, irrespective of
party, is the Transcontinental railway, and
if the Labour party ean carry out this
work, as I feel sure they ean, then every
one of us should give our meed of thanks
and appreciation to them. Looking al the
Bill ilself, I see that it enables the Gov-
ernment to grant lo the Commonweaith
sueh waste lands of the Crown as are
required for the construetion and mainten-
ance of (he railway. I should like to see
some provision made in the Bill by which
the decision as to the quantity of land that
ie required should rest with this Govern-
ment and the people of Western Austra-
lia rather than with the Commonwealth
Government.

The Premier: It does.

Mr. GEORGE: Not according to this.

The Premier: It resis with hoth.

Mr. GEORGIL: The clanse says that
the Governor may grant to the Common-
wealth

The Premier: You know what the Gov-
ernor means, do vou not?

Mr. GEORGE: T-used to know, but
under present day conditions T do
not know. It says the Governor may
grant to the Commonwealth sueh amount
of land as in the opinion of the Minister
of State for the Commonwealth may be
necessary., OF course, the Governor-in-
Couneil may refuse to grant as mueh land
as is asked for, but it is hardly conceivable
that he would refuse, or would have the
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power to refuse, the same as he would if
the Bill specilied that the decision should
rest with (he Staie Government. I am
not afraid that the Premier, or his Gov-
ertment, would grant lo the Common-
wealth an area of land that would enter
into competition with the lands retained
by the State, but we should strengthen the
hands of the Government by fixing a limit
to the area of land that should be granted.
For instance, we might fix a limit of
seven acres for slations, and where the
line itself runs through, not more than
one and a half chains. We have heard
that most irresponsible and volatile gen-
tleman, Mr. King O’Malley, required some
enormous area of land for this railway.

Mr. Gill: He wanted room for his hat.

Mr. GEORGE: The room required for
the hat of the hon. gentleman to whom
I have refarred would he only two feet
wide, but the amount of ground required
to bury him would be half the area of
Western Australin. At any rate, passing
him pleasantly on one side, I wonld like
to see the clanse so altered as to read that
while sufficient land should be granted for
the purposes of the railway, not more than
sufficient should be granied.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would it be a great
calamity if they did take a little more?

Mr. GEORGE: I am sufficiently a
Western Australian {o desire not to give
them more than is required. We have
given the Commonwealth enough already;
we have given them our persons, our
property, and even our very souls; and all
we have received from them has been a
refrainment oceasionally from their apply-
ing the toecap of their hoot to us.

The Premier: Who are these people;
where do they reside?

Mr. GEORGE: In that portion of the
Commonweaith where the Federal Par-
liament is sitting. It is all very well for

some hon. members to interject in
this fashion because those who oc-
cupy the Commonwealth Government

henches now confess the same faiih and
fly the same flag as themselves. I am not
complaining of the flag. We all have our
differences; hon. members are entitled to
theirs the same as I am entitled to mine;
but T may be pardoned if I think it is

pozsible for us to be Western Australians
first and Commenwealth sympathisers
afierwards. If it is argued that we, in
doing that, cannot he good Australians,
then I ask what sort of good Australians
lave we in the Commonwealth who have
rohbed us of the main portion of our
revenue, and given us absolutely the chaff
and dust that they could not use in the
Commonwenlth?

The Premier:
with it?
the same.

Mr. GEORGE: Then the Common-
wealth Government eannot be very much
respected. -

The Preniier:
with it?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I Lope the
lien. member will discuss the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: I am endeavouring to
do fo, bui when 1 am asked conundrums
at the rale of {wo a minute how can I
do it?

Mr. 8PFRAKER: The hon. member
must speak to the Bill and not reply to
them,

Alr. GEORGE: The Ill deals with
the Transeontinental vailway, and why T
ask the Premier if he eannot see his way
clear fo fixing the width of the land and
the quantity of the land to be granted to
the Commonwealth Government, is that
by having it in an Aect of Parliament it
will greatly strengthen his argument when
the whole thing comes to be discussed.
I think that for the purpese of the rail-
way one and a half chains to two chains
at the most will be amply sufficient for
the main line, and, rerhaps, 15 acres for
station grounds. Of course there are
other questions that will have to be dis.
cassed later on, such as the question of re-
pairing shops and snch like, but they ave
not likely to take any great qunantity of
land. But when we know that there are
some of those in econnection with the Com-
monwealth Government who desire a strip
to be granted varving up to 25 miles on
either side of the line. T think it would
be asking for too much Western Aunstra-
lian territory, which we would have no
rirht to give away. I am glad the Bill is

What are they deing
All the other States are saying

What ave they doing

©
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here before the House, and I shall be glad
when the first rail is laid.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would you not streteh
the 15 acres to 20 acres for stations?

Mr. GEORGE: I think 15 acres is quite
enough.

Me. E. B. JOENSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) :I have much pleasure in taking
this opportunity of saying a few words
in support of this epabling Bill in con-
nection wifh the Transcontinental rail-
way from Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta ;
and as one of the eleetors of this conntry,
I hope that this is only the first Trans-
continental railway that the Federal
Government will build, T hope that be-
fore long we shall see them entering on
other great national undertakings, such
as the Transcontinental vailway through
the Northern Territory connecting Ade-
laide with Port Darwin.

Mr. Underwood: What sahout Port
Hedland ¢

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes ; I shounld
also be pleased to see something done for
the North-West of this State later on.
It must be gratifying to us all on this
side of the House, and to the majority
of Western Australians, fo know that the
Federal Labour Government have put
this important railway in the very fore-
front of their public works poliecy. The
people of this country know the years
of waiting we always had for this rail-
way when the Liberal party were in
power in Federal politics. We know the
members of the Deakin Government used
to talk a lot about the Franscontinental
railway at election lime, but we never
heard of it from them at any other time.
1 think the’ people of Western Australia
are beginning to understand the real
value of the Liberal birdlime spread so
promiscuously around at any election
whether State or Federal. They are be-
ginning to assess it, as they did on the
3rd October last, at its real value.

The Premier: It has no commercial
value.

AMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Western Aus-
tralians also know that it was a labour
Government that anthorised {he survey
of this railway. It has heen pavt of the
policy of sueceessive Tabour Govern-
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ments, and we are glad to know that the
Fisher (Government have at last anthor.
ised the actual eonstruction of the work.
The Labour poliecy. as I understand it,
is to do justice to all parts of Australia,
and to all sections of the eommunity, so
it is only natural that we shouid get from
the Labour Government that recognition
of the unwritten bond that previons Go-
vernments refused to grant. My, PFisher,
in bringing forward this Bill, hag shown
that the Labour party are prepared to
keep a bond once entered inlo whether it
is litera seripte or not, and onee more
I congratulate his Government. This
Bill is to provide for handing over the
land necessary for the construction and
maintenance of the Transeontinental
railway, I hope the Premier will not
regard his relations with the Federal
Government, in the matter of handing
over this land, in the mean and niggardly
spirit suggested by the member for
Murray-Wellington. In a few weeks, I un-
derstand. the Premier will he eonferring
with the Minister for Home Affairs in
regard to the handing over of whatever
land is necessary, and Y think he ecan
feel that it is the wish of the House.
and also of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, that he shall meet the Federal
Government in a liberal and generous
spirit in regard to giving them the land
they require in connection with this rail-
way. I think the Federal Government
will require a good deal of land at Kal-
goorlie. There is a great deal of land
reserved at the west end of Kalgoorhie
that would be very suitable for the large
workshops and ruenning sheds the Federal
Government, will have to erect somewhere
in conneetion with this line, and I hope
that in the town of Kalgootlie the Gov-
ernment will make o generous offer to
the Federal Government with a view to
tempting them to put their large work-
shops ai Kailgoorlie at the western end
of their section of the railway. There

‘is no reason why, if the State Govern-

ment meet the Federal Government in
this malter in a generons spirit, we
shoudl not have Federal railway work-
shops at Kalgoorlie equally as large as
the State railway workshops we have to-
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day at Midland Junetion, and [ hope the
Premier will bear that point in mind
~and do his best to treat the I'ederal
Government liberally, in regard to the
land they may require for such a pur-
pose. I would like, incidentally, to refer
to the route of the railway from Kal-
goorlie to Perih and Fremantle whieh
I wndersiand the State Government havz
ta hutld in connection with this railway.
I understand it is proposed to continue
the Transcontinental railway from Ial-
goorlie to Perth on a 4ft. 8l4in. gauge.

Mr. Price: Whe said that ?

Mr. BE. B, JOHNSTON: It is generally
understood that it is the ease. T be-
lieve the Federal Bill is subject to that
being done ; and, therefore, as we have
to do it, I hope the Government will not
lay that 4ft. 83in.-gauge rvailway along-
side the existing Eastern Goldfields rail-
way, but that they will build the line
so that it will open up new territory in
Western Australin from IKalgoorlie to
the coast. As we have to pay lhe cost of
the new line, the leasi we ean do is ‘n
see that it does its part In opening up
and developing our territory. I do not
mind where it leaves the Kalgoorlie raii-
way as long as it comes to Narvogin on its
way between the goldfields and Fremantl:,
beeause Narrogin is the main centre of
population of that part of the State, and
I hope its claime will not be overlooked.
I wish, in .all seriousness, to point out
that the Advisory Board have recom-
mended the constrnetion of a State rail-
way from Narrogin to Armadale, whicu
project is supported by hen. members
on both sides of the House. T am pleased
to state that at the time of ihe elections
the leader of the Opposition said a!
Narrogin that it was the poliey of his
party to build that railway, and I eon-
gratulate him on the fact.

The Premier : Tell me where he did
not promise one.

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: At any rate
we have the fact that a State railway
from Narrogin o Armadale is necessarw,
It is necessary in the interests of the
people of the State; it is necessary to
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give the whole of the people in the souih-
ern districts divect access to the capital;
and the Crovernment have in this Trav-
continerlal Railway proposal the oppor-
tunity of saving the expense of building
if; beeanse it wiil make it no longer to
bring the railway from the goldfields to
Narvogin and Armadale iban by laying
down a line alongside the existing East-
ert Railway. The member for Canning
has pointed ont thai a grade of one in
132 can be obtained bhetween Narrogin
and Armadale, and it is well known that
the Wongong Brook gives the easiest
aecess through {he Darling Ranges: and
if the Govermmeni aceepl the suggestion
thrown out, this particular railway conld
go on that easy rouie through the
Davling Ranges. The Advisory Board
have recommended this line from Nax-
rogin to Armadale, and as it has to he
built in any case, T think it is clear that
it will he an advantage to the people of
the State to  take the opportunity of
building it in connection with the Tranz-
continental railway, That is the only
point of detail T wish lo meniion. Tn
conelusion 1 congratulate the people of
Western Aunstralia on the faet that we
have in power in the Yederal Parlia-
ment a pariy who arve so fully alive io
their interests in regard to this necessary,
greaf, and important public work.

Mr. MeDOWALL, (Coolgardie): I
think we can all congratulate the Federal
Government on having brought to realisa-
tion our hopes in conneetion with this
line. It has been sugeesied, or meun-
tioned, that the line might not touch at
Kalgooriie. Hon. members on my left
mention something about Coolgardie. T
am not going to say anything about Cool-
gardie, but it would eertainly be secandal-
ous if there was any atrempt to deviais
the line from Kalgoorlie. Assuredly Kal-
poorlie must supply a large portion of
the traffic to be carried over this line. The
neighbourhood of WKalgoorlie, the north-
ern goldfields, such as Leonora and other
places of the kind, will certainly contri-
buie very largely indeed to the revenue
which will be produced by this railway,
and any devialion such as has been men-
tioned wonld, in my opinion, be utterly
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absurd, We are told that the Premier
in speaking on this question and in giving
credif to various members of the Senate
for pushing the railway, only mentioned
Labour members and not Liberal mem-
bers, and especially was he chided for
having left Sir John Forrest ount of the
question. Now, the Premier has explained
that ihe senators he specially mentioned
were ihe ones who, during recess, af-
tempted, by speeches in the various
States, to educate the people up to the
necessily for this line, and, therefore, lis
praise in that divection was well deserved.
I have said before, and I shall say here
once more, without any desire whatever
to depreciate the excellent work done by
Sir John Forrest, that in my opinion if
he had not held back from Federation in
the first instance the Transcontinental
railway would bhave been a condition pre-
cedent to Federation. It will be remem-
bered that before Federation was actually
taken up in this State two referenda had
taken place i the Eastern States. It was
only in eonsequence of the force of public
opinion on the Iastern Goldfields of
Western Australia that Sir John Forrest
eveutually esponsed the Federal eause.
Had lie espoused it earlier he could hava
made it a condition precedent the same
as the sliding scale. T am only mention-
ing this to show that this gentleman has
not done as much as he possibly could
have done in connection with this line,
Furiher, we have been shown by a previ-
ous speaker that when the Reid Govern-
ment were in power lhie had only to raise
his little finger in order to bring this
matter about. In the eircumstances, con-
sidering the Liberal Ministries were in
power so long in the Federal Parliament,
we can congratulate the Labour Ministry
on pushing this matter forward so vapidly
from a national spirit. The member for
Canning has mentioned something about
the deviation of the line. I realise that
thiz is a question to be diseussed when we
come to consider the gaunge, but I think
we must all realise that, so far as erossing
the Darling Ranges is concerned, some
deviniion may be necessary. I am speak-
ing only on the spur of the moment. I
say that in consequence of the 4ft. 8l5in.
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gauge requiring a greater curve than ths
3fi. Gin, gange, in eonsequence of various
considerations of that kind, it might be
found necessavy to deviate to some other
route. T am perfectly well aware that
we would need to widen the tumnel for
the 4ft. §4in. gange, but the most im-
portant thing of all is the undoubtedly
heavy ranges, and it is just possible that
for a short distance of the line through
the well-watered areas of the State,
it might be made productive of serving
a ¢ertain amount of agrienttural country
as well ag of serving the Transcontinental
railway and the goldfields. 8o it might
he advisable to consider that question,
thongh this is not the time for it; but
any extensive deviaiion of the nationai
railway beyond the rainfall area and in
unnecessary directions, would certainly
be nadvisable. 1 am strongly in favour
of pushing on this great weork as rapidly
a5 rossible, and T sincerely trust theve
will be no battle of routes hrought about
in econnection with it. We know the
question of routes has kept railways back
for years, and [ sineerely trust we will
sink evervthing in the desire for the
national railway and for the linking up
of the east with the -west, which is essen-
tial in our own interests and in the
interests of defence and communieation
from every point of view. The member
for Murray-Wellington raises the ques-
tion of this clanse not being sufficiently
definite in connection with the land asked
for by the Commonwealth Government,
but T think we gave suflicient safeguars
in the elause to be perfectly sure that our

Governor-in-Counecil—which, of course.
means the Government—will not give
away more land than is necessary. For

my part, as an Australian I do not mind
if lhey give them a few acres more than
is considered necessary; because we mus
realise that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is not a foreign Government, thai
they are in eflect ourselves, and that we
would he perfectly safe in granting them
a fair guantity of land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : To sell to us again some time when
it suits them.
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Mr, McDOWALL: 1 am sorry to hear
the Honorary Minister say that, beeause
I think it will be found the Federal Gov-
ernment have on all occasions spoken with
the voice of Australia. There may be a
little difference of opinion between the
Federal Government and ourselves on
the Bavings Bank question just now, but
I am perfectly sure that will be reetified
in due time. I only desire to emphasise
the point that in dealing with the
Commonsvealth Government no spirit of
meanness should be displayed. T trust
there will be no mean spirit in connection
with the land question. Certainly I do
not think that we should throw ounr lands
away and place ourselves in a position
that might be difficalt for us, but at the
same time we should endeavour to do as
much as we can to expedite the construe-
tion of this great railway.

The PREMIER (in veply): 1T only
desive to make one or two statements by
way of reply. Particalarly do T want to
make refcrence lo the remark by the
teader of the Oppesition that tlere is a
possibility, owing to the Commonwealth
consirneting this railway from Kalgoorlie
to our bovder, of bringing about dual con-
trol in cur railwav system, I do not
think we have anything to fear in that
divection. 1 am of opinion that the Com-
monwealth Government will see the wis-
dom of allowing the control of the rail-
way fo be vested in those already con-
trolling owr State railway system, The
question of ownership 1s. of course, n
totally different matter, and they having
found-the capital for the purpose of con-
strueting the railway it must be expected
that the Commonwealth antihorities will
own it, I want to say we appreciate the
action of the Commonwealth Government
in eoming to our assistance and construet-
ing a work of swch wmagnitude as the
Transeontinental rvailway. I know they
are not going to ask us, as the State ob-
taining the greatest benefit from the eon-
struction of the railway, to give a guar-
antee against any loss which might be in-
eurred on its workings. It might be that
the Commonwealth will ask uws to take it
over eventually, as it might be found that
the work, owing to its immense capitalisa-
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tion, will not be a payable proposition.
But be that as it may, there is no possi-
bility of bringing about a dual contrel
which will have a harmful effect upon
either the State or the Commonwealth, be-
cause the same conditions will exist under
that dual eontrol as exist to-day between
other States ¢f the Commonwealth, For
instanee. we have the railway from Adel-
aide to Melbourne, owned partly by Vie-
toria and partly by South Australia, and
there is no diffienlty whatever in the work-
ing of that railway to the benefit of both
States, notwithstanding that different see-
tions of it belong to two different,States.
So from that standpoint there is not much
to fear, even if the control remains with
the Commonwealth. AMoreover, it is to be
remembered that this railway will not be
competing with any other railway. The
leader of the Opposition knows that we
have had dual control of railways in this
State for a number of years, and that it
exists to-day, as, for inslanee, in respect to
the line bheiween Midland Junetion and
Geraldton. There are alse several
privately owned wood lines, prineipally
on the Eastern Goldfields. While these
railways are owned by foreign eompanies,
with offiees in London, and shareholders
whose interesls are not identical with
those of our citizens, in respect to the
Transcontinenta] railway the persons con-
trolling it will be Australians, whose in-
terests are identical with our own; and
the profits will not be taken out of the
Commonwealth and sent to some other part
of tire world, as happens in the case of
the private railways in our State. We
only provide in this measure that the Gov-
ernor may grant any waste Crown lands
suflicient for the purpose of conslructing,
working and maintaining this railway.
That will include, as pointed out by the
member for Williams-Narrogin, sufficien:
land at soeme point for the construetion of
workshops. The Government do not de-
gire to approach the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in niggardly fashion in this re-
gard; we are prepared to give them all
the land they require for the working of
the railway. And I weuld like to point
out as well, which has been missed by most
toembers, that the Bill for the construction
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of the railway passed by the Coounon-
wealth Parlinment only authorises the
Minister to take land for the purpose of
the vailway and no other. There seems to
be an opinion in the minds of some peo-
ple, not only in this House, but by people
outside, and by some newspapers as well,
that the Federal Government by the terms
of the Transcontinental Raiway Bill are
authorised to take land from the State for
any purpose such as townsites and other
purposes than the railway. But the Bill
distinetly states that the Government ean
only acquire land from Western Australia
and South Australia sulficient for the con-
siruetion, the working and the mainten-
ance of the railway, and for that purpose
only. We are going to give them all the
land they require from that standpoint. If
it is found necessary to transfer to the
Commonwealth some of the land away
from the required route of the railway
for the purpose of permitting them to
provide waler conservalion for railway
purposes, I do not think we should object
to provide land for that parpose, We are
going to give them all the faecilities pos-
sible. At the same time we shall conserve
the right as a Government responsible to
Parliament and to the people of the
State io see that the interests of
the citizens of the State are con-
served. Under these circumstances Par-
liament may. rest assured that we shall
approach the matter from the stand-
point of giving land from these purposes
oulv. T resret we have not provided in
the Bill anthority for the State Govern-
ment to consfruct a 4ft. Sibin. railway
from Tremantle to Kaigoorlie and have
thus avoided another discussion in per-
haps a future session. because praectically
the whele of (he diseussion this day has
heen on the question of the railway route
from Kalyooriie o Fremantle. We cannot
decide in this House where the starting
peint of the Transcontinental Railway
shall be, fhat is decided hy the Federal
Parlinment without this State having any
say in the malter at all. 1f we provided
any place in this Bill it would not affect
the question, we cannot decide ‘he route
of the railway, the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment deeides thai; we are not concerned
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in it except in giving authority to the
Commonwealih Parliament to constroet
the railway within our horders if we are
satisfied that it is in the interosts of (he
State, and we believe it is. As fo ex-
tending the railway from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle, the present Government have
not given any consideration to the ques-
tion at all. True, representations have
heen made by different perzons both
through the eolumng of lhe 1Press and by
letters addressed to the Government set-
ting forth certain proposals. but we will
have to be guided in this malicr largely
by the railway engineers, T want 1o in-
form members that we must eonsider this
matter from the standpoint of hringing
about a universal gauge throughout the
Commonwealth. Tt is not a question of
simply laying a 4ft. SY%in, railway
alongside the 3ft. 6 inch railway, bul it
may be we shall have to take np the 3fL.
6 inch iine and run a 4ft. 8% ineh line be-
tween Fremantle and Kalgoorlie. Just
where the route will be, as far as over the
ranges is eoncerned, will liave to be de-
cided prineipally by the engineers. Lay-
men—Ministers and members of Parlia-
ment—eceannot be expected to decide a
question of this kind, and we, as a Gov-
ernment have given no eonsideration to
it.

Mr. A. T. Piesse: Will the work be
submitted to the Public Works Com-
mittee?

The PREMTER: The Public Works
Commitiee will have to give eousideration
lo this matter and 1 know of no work
better than that of the route of this rail-
way from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle on a
4ft. 814in. gange which should be sub-
mitted to a public works committee.
There are so many fluctuating interests.
There will be the desire, as the leader of
the Opposition said, that the railway
should toueh every {own in the State;
that is a matter of impossibility.

Mr. George: An absurdity.

The PREMIER: We ecannot do it
That is the desire always in the ease of a
proposed railway, but if we have a com-
miitee ihat can take evidence from all, in-
spect the routes and submit a publie re-
port based on the evidence, the people in
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the State can then rest assured that Par-
liarent will sanction the route in the best
intevests of the State and not only for to-
day but for all time. We are not called
on to decide the question of the railway
between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle more
than to say we are prepared as a Govern-
ment to ask Parliameni, as soon as we
have an opportunity to go into the gues-
tion to give authority te bring a 4ft.
8l%in. gauge from Kalgoorlie to  Fre-
mantle in order to make the Transcon-
tinental Railway complete. 1 have much
pleasure in submitting this Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commillee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the BillL

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Power to grant land:

Mr. MITCHELTL.: Would it be neces-
sary to grant the land to the depih of
200ft. 1L might interfere with mining
through the Ialgoorlie belt.

The Premier: There was no objection
to making it 40 feet instead of 200 feet.

My. MITCHELL moved an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 the words “two hun-
dred” be struck out and “forty” an-
serted in liew,
Amendment passed;

amended ngreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

the clanse as

BILL — TOTALISATOR REGULA-
TION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 7th Decem-
her.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam): The
Premier in introducing the Bill made it
transparently clear that it is the inten-
tion to control racing to some extent. The
Bill looks simple enough on the face of
it. It applies to sport and therefore we
ghould consider this matter carefnlly be-
fore making the Bill law. Horse-racing
is a popnlar sport amongst all British-
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speaking people and by popular consent
the control of the sport has been left to
the racing bodies largely by the people
most concerned.  All over the world this
sport is controlled by the people mostly
concerned and here we have the Western
Australian Turf Club whose duty it is to
license racing clobs. It means more than
the issuing of licenses for they have to
inguire whether the license would be in
the best interests of the district, whether
the ground and appointments are in or-
der and safe for racing and so on, and
after having registered the course they

. restrict the racing to a considerable ex-

tent, if necessary.

Mr, Bolton: In the interests of the
Western Australian Turf Club,

Myr. MITCHELL: We should not cur-
tail the power exercised by that racing
authority. I doubt if any Minister is
capable of dealing with this sport in the
way it is dealt with by the Western Aus-
tralian Turf Club. At any rate the Act
which econtrols this bodv gmves them great
powers, and we have affiliated with the
Western Australian Turf Club the Eng-
lish Jockey Club and all the racing elubs
throughout Austvalia. This is no small
matter because racing clubs register all
disqualifications. Transgressors against
raeing ean only he punished by racing
elubs. It would be utterly impossible to
punish a transgressor in any court of
law, I think it would be impossible to
prove the cae against a man when un-
donbtedly he iz guilty. It is tha
practice of the Enghsh Jockey Club to
warn people off; those who dishenour
the sport must be made to suffer and if
they can transfer themselves to other
places and earry on their pernicions prac-
tices the punishment wounld not be much.
At present if a man transgresses in West-
ern Australia he is disqualified right
throughout Anstralia.

Mr. S8wan: This Bill will not inter-
fere with that.

Mr. MITCHELL: This Bill is the first
step towards taking the control of racing
away from the local authority, It has to
be remembered that under the Totalisator
Act the clubs licensed by the Western
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Australian Turf Club are empowered to
use the {otalisator.

The Premier: Why should they have a
monopoly of thie revenue arising from the
machine?

Alr. MTTCHELT.: Because they alone
can conitrol racing suceessfully. T' was
not thought by those who introduced the
Totalisator Act that the totalisator would
he used on other courses than those con-
trolled by the Turf Club.

Mr. Bolton: You know betler than that.

Mr. MITCHELL: That was the law.
At any rake, it was a very good law too.
We cannoi be {oo caveful in the matier
of eneouraging the eslablishment of race
clubs. TIf fhe Premier can set up a bet-
ter authority than the Weslern Austra-
lian Turf Club, I shall support any mea-
sure which will have that objeet in view.

The Premier: I do not propose to do
anvihing of the kind.

Mr. MITCHELI:: The Premier has
not shown that he is entitled to exercise,
or that he is ecapable of exercising that
power in the way that the Western Ans-
tralian Turf Club exercises it. So far
as giving the right to the W.A. Trotting
Association to use the fotalisator is con-
cerned, T am with the Premier. I he-
lieve with the Premier that the trotting
horse is useful, and I believe that the
sport of trotting can be controlled by the
Trotting Association. I da ohject to or-
dinary horse-racing being controlled by
anv other than the recoenised authority,
the Western Australian Tuvf Clubh. The
Premier knows that the Foothall Associa-
tion exercises similar eontrol over that
snorf. T helieve he knows more about
{hat than T do. T believe also that the
Cricket Association exercises control over
the snort of ericket. Anvway, T helieve
that the confrol exercised hv these hodies
i= in the interests of the respective sports.
Wonld the Premier sav that it wonld be
nossible to anpoint a member of the Min-
istrv fo exercice that conirol as satisfac-
torilv as it ean be exerrised by a bodvw
erenfed hv fhe peonle who were most
eoncerned?  The Wesfern Australian
Turf Club in this Siate have earried ont
their work verv satisfactorilv., There are
many clubs remistered hv  that body.

+
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These elubs provide about 42 days’ racing
in the metropolis, and about 150 in the
covniry, and it seems to me that we get
quile enough racing for the good of the
people. 1f the use of the toialisator is
permitted by the Treasurer indiserimin-
ately, not necessarily by lhe present
Treasurer, very much harm might be
done. Take the lown I represent. There
is n raee ¢lub whiel is guite capable of
supplying all the vaces required by the
people. Bunbury nlso has a vace club,
and it is all that that town needs. Would
it be right 1o transfer Biclon o Bunbury,
or South Perth to Norlham? 1 cootend
that this wonld not be wise. I believe
the Bill has been introduced by the Pre-
mier with very little thought. It has
been suggested that we should amend the
Totalisator Act, but the Premier has de-
cided without much thought to take al-
most unlimited powers. The Bill contains
a provision that the granting of licenses
shall be under the uncontrolled diseretion
of the Treasurer,

Mr. Bolton: The Turf Club have nan-
controlled discretion now.

Mr, MITCHELL: It is a fact that in
theory we set np a muneh higher moral
standard with regard to sport than with
regard to ordinary business transaetions,
and it is quite impossible to set up by
Act of Parliament a eode of laws that
would have the effect of controlling rac-
ing satisfaectorily. T have already stated
that the English Jockey Club can warn
a man off a racecourse. We know that
the stewards wafch the races, and if they
are satisfied that a man is not hehaving
honesily, they ean deal with him on the
spot, TIf they had to go hefore a mag-
istrate and prove their ease. it would be
a difficulf or imppssible matter, and pro-
bably few would undertake the task. No
matfer how imperfect hon. members may
ronsider the control row exercised by the
Western Auvstralian Turf Club may he, it
is at any rafe the idea of British people
and. so far as T am concerned. T helieve
the richt one. T do not know how longz
the English Turf Club has existed, but
T know it has existed for a great number
of wvears, and in this Sfate the Western
Australian Turf Club has also existed for
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many years, and we have got used to the
idea of control by them. I have already
gaid that I bave no objection to the Pre-
mier granting the use of the totalisator
to the Trotting Associaiion, but I do
hope he will agree to amend the Bill to
curfail the power of granting the use of
the totalisator to unregistered race clubs.
I hope the Premier will not make this a
party question, becanse all members
should be allowed to exercise a free vote
on it. I think it would be a good idea if
the Government would always allow mem-
bers to exercise a free voice on all wat-
ters affecting sport when before the
House.

The Premier: You have my permission
to freat it as a non-party matler.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am much obliged to
the Premier. At any rate, I will not freat
it from the point of view of the party ta
whiclh he helongs. 1 believe not only
unregistered race meetings should be de-
nied the use of the totalisator, bunt the
machine should not be allowed to be
used in any club run for individpal gain.
The propriefary clubs should nof receive
the endorsement of this Parliament. 1
have no desive at all to let it be thought
that I support private racing. I believe
raeinz is a srort whiech should be con-
trolled as 1he Western Australian Turf
Club eontvols it, not for the beuefit of
individuals, but for the benefit of the
srort, If we approached the Turf Club
they wonld tell us that unless the existing
provrietary elubs in Perth were licensed
or vezisiered hy them, the racing people
would not have enough work for their
horses {o do, and the horses would have
to go out of irnining. 1 would rather see
the horses pe out of training than have
too many race meetings.

Mr. Heitmann: Some of them should
be in bakers’ earts.

Mr. Underwood: And others in but-
chers’ shops. .

My, MITCHELL: It seems to me that
the Premier by this Bill will be endorsing
not only nnregistered clubs, but also pro-
prietary clubs. The Premier told us that
they have machines on the Belmont course
where the iroiting races are run. 1 do
not wish o argne against the totalisator;
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I believe it is a mueh hetier form of bet-
ting than with the hookmaker.

Mr. Underwood: Where do
your money?

Mr, MITCHELL: On (hc tofaiisilor.
I should like to see the bookmakers go,
and I hope the Premier will take the ques-
tion into consideration in recess with that
objecl in view. The South Australian sys-
tem, where the totalisator is used exelu-
sively, has been very suecessful in con-
nection with racing, and it will be found
that Soutlr Australia is not over-raced. I
believe we have ahoul two race meotings
a week in onr metropelitan avea. Can the
people atford it? Is it wise to encourage
it? I say it is absolutely unwise to en-
courage racing to the extent it is cavried
on now., The evil of gambling is adwnitted
by everyone, and the opportunity to
gamble is provided by the large number
of meetings which are held. s the Pre-
mier in favour of ihese unregisiered clubs
being granted the use of the (olalisaior?

Mr. Turvey: Extending the nge of ihe
totalisator will not necessarily  increase
the evil of gambling.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am asking ihe Pre-
mier to put down the bhookmaker, and
racing will then be controlled through the
totalisator. Power is being given under
this Bill to grant the use of the tolalisalor
to any meeling in the Stale. Any public-
Irouse throughont the conntry will be ahle
to act permission to run a ruce meeting.
The Premier wants revenue, and he says
he will get considerable revenue from this
mensnre. I would remind the Premier
that he will not always he Treasurer, and
the use of the fotalisaior will not always
be zt his uncontrolled diseretion. We
are perfectly well aware that nnregistered
race meetings have been held in the Pre-
mier’s own electorate, and he ought to un-
derstand just what an unlimiled number
of race meelings will mean. T wounld
point ont also that the Western Auslralian
Turf Club is open to everyone, and T sup-
pose that most hon. memhers know that a
leger stand is provided for the people of
limited means at the small cost of 2s, for
ordinary meetings, and 3s. at the Christ-
mas meeting. If the people were not
catered for one wotld understand ike de-

jon put
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sive of the Premier to encourage racing
and provide for the unregistered eclubs
having the use of the tofalisator.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It costs a man £1 to
zo to a race meeling with his wife,

Mr. MITCHELL: A man can go iulo
the leger siand, which is o comfortable
stand, for 2s. .

Mr, Thomas: Quite good enough I sup-
pose for a Luabour member.

Mr. MITCHELL: The hon. member
would look well in the Fress box. He
might well become the vepresentative of
a Bunbury newspaper. I tlink the Pre-
mier will agree with me that our legisla-
tion shourld be in the direetion of curtail-
ing the number of race meetings and also
of curtailing betting.

The Premier: That has nothing to do
wilh this.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am not gueslioning
the Premiev’s knowledge of racing or of
gnmbling, or his ability to control the use
of the tolalisator. [ am perfectly wil-
ling to lnke lis word for it that he only
means the licenses to be granted to the
trotting people.

Hon. W. C. Angwin .(Honorary Mini-
ster): He did not say that.

Mr. MITCHEIL: He said that he was
only going to extend the licenses to the
trotting people at present. [ am prepared
to give bim that power and to trust to his
discretion.

Mr. Underwood: What is your opinivn
of trotting?

Mr. MITCHELL: We have an ex-
ample of what the Premier will do in
connection with whippet racing. We saw
a paragraph the other day stating that
Cabinet had seriously considered this
question of whippet racing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Whippet racing has
nothing to do with fhe Bill. The Bill
does not deal with whippet racing.

Mr. MITCHELL: I was only endea-
vonring to point out that the Premier
believes in allowing whippet raeing, and
allowing hookmakers t¢ practice in con-
nection with that sport, and I say if he
licenses bookmakers for whippet raecing,
why should he not license the totalisatol
in that direction? T object to gambling
in any form, and T object to granting to
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these people the right to bet, especially
as ihe betting is largely by women and
children.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
know what you are talking about. You
lave never been there, you have never
seen one, and yvou know nothing about it
—like most ¢questions you speak on.

My, MITCHELIL.: I have never ai-
tended a whippet meeting, but we had
reports on the subjeet, and I think ¢he
hon. Minister should peruse (he fles.
Betting, we know, does exist {o a great
exlent even in I"erth. and one has only to
zo into St. George’s-terrace on s Monday
morning after a race meeting to see the
extent to which it is carried on. The late
Governwent endeavoured to put down the
gathering of people in the terrace, and
with some vesult, bult I notice ihat now
they gather there in larger numbers than
ever. I suppose there are more winners
since the present Government assumed
office.

The Premier: They are buying our in-
sertbed slock now,

Mr. MUTCHELL: T£ they are, ihey are
buying it very nawillingly. 1 desire 1o
protest against the indiseriminate use of'
the tofalisator, and I objeet to the I’re-
mier having the right to grani the use of
the totalisalor to any race club, however
small,  There is no doubt Lhat hetting
should be abolished. The Premier &id
not hesitate to say that people should not
have their Sunday picture entertainments.

Me. SPEARKER: The hon, member
must stick to the Bill.

Mr. METCHELL: In dealing with the
Totalisator Bill, which affects the morals
of the people Lo some extent, T thought
I might be allowed to refer to the picture
enlerlainments, seeing that the Premier,
sinece assuming office, has been so anxions
to improve the conditions of the people.
However, the Premier has not made this
a party question, and 1 hope members
will have the opportunity of voting on it
aceording to their own discretion. Horse
ragcing to the extent now earried on must
be harmfnl, and gambling, if encouraged,
must result in loss of individual eredit,
and must also result in damaging the
State credit if it is given the protection of
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the Government. 1 seems to me an ex-
traovdinary (hing that in a session like
this, which was to be very shori, and in
which as little as possible in the way of
legislation was to have been intraduced,
the Premier has found time to bring for-
ward a Bill of this deseription. It seems
a pity to bhave brought down this Bill,
which must Lave been only hastily con-
sidered. It will have a far-reaching effect
if the Premier, or any sueceeding Pre-
mier, issues lcenses for the use of the
totalisator indiseriminately. I, therefore,

ask members {o seriously consider before

making this Bill law., There are few of
us who desire to see unregistered racing
encouraged.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The deiectives say that it is managel
better than the other.

Mr. MITCHELL: T do not know any-
thing about that, but I do know that publi=
opinion is opposed to that of the detec-
tives, and that publie opinion is opposed
to unlimifed racing,

The Minister for Mines: Yel your Gov-
ernment made provision for unvegisiered
race clubs to have betting on their egarses.

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not know that
the late Government did anything of the
kind.

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Jonorary Minis-
ter) : Yes, they agreed to my request.

My, MITCHELL: T am surprised that
the lion. member made such a request. The
encouragement of unregisteved racing will
mean the breaking down of the Western
Aunstrzlian Turt  Club, whieh is the
anthority esiablished by the people con-
cerned Lo conirel racing,

The Premiec: How absurd. The only
effect of the Bill is (hal it will cul into
the bookmakers whevever it operates.

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not think it will
have that effect at all. TIf the Premier
brought dowun a Bill to prevent hetting
by bookmakers T would support it, and
T think it wounld be well to introduee the
South Australian system of having the
totalisator entirely, as against the book-
maker. At any rate, I ask members to
panse before they make this Bill law,
and to think well before they give to any
Treasurer the right to license clubs indis-
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criminately. It should be ibe desire of
the House to curtail the number of vace
meetings,

The Premier: The body to which you
want to give entire control reserves for it-
self more racing days than any other con-
trolling body in the Commonwealth.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Western Aus-
tralian Turf ‘Club have 18 days out of the
100 racing days in the metropolitan area,
and that seems a small number compared
with the number of days on which races
are held. It must be remembered also that
the Torf Club lhave a well appointed
course upon which thousands of pounds
have been spent, and it is an enjoyment
for the people to go there. FEvery penny
that is earned by the elub is spent in ad-
ding to the comfort of the people and
does not go to swell the banking fund of
private ndividuals.

The Premier: The Turf Club have said
that they do not object to the Bill so long
as it does not apply to proprietary clubs,
and yet they granted the totalisator to the
proprietary elubs when they had control
themselves.

Mr. MITCHELL: Well, I hope the
Prewmier will give them a favourable reply.
T regret that the measure has been brought
down for consideration in this House dur-
ing this brief session, and it will be a dis-
credit to this Parliament if it becomes law.
I believe thal the present Treasurer wiil
not issue licenses indiseriminately, but the
time may come when some Treasnrer will,
and T do not think that we should give
any Treasurer that unlimited power. I
hoye the Bill will not be passed.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): T am
very pleased to see that the Premier has
the backbone fo izlroduce a Bill of this
kind. When we were on the hustings we
promised that we would give the racing
people equality, and now we will give the
Trotting Association an opportunity to
have a “cut in,” the same as the Western
Australian Turf Club have had for years,
The member for Northam has been a
splendid advocate this afternoon for the
Turf Club, which is a most conservative
cluly. Before I, or any workman, could
take advantage of that club we would have
to fork out 13 guineas, I am told. Tt is a
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monstrous thing that any Government
should give ihe Turf Club the full rights
over the totalisator. The passing of this
Bill, and allowing the Trotting Associa-
{ion to use the totalisator, wiil be the
means of improving the stamp of Dhorses,
especially trotting horses, and the West-
ern Australian Turf Club will bave to take
some action against the professional doper,
~the king of dopers” he is known as.
The member for Northam has been advo-
cating (he cause of the Western Austra-
lian Turf Club and the guns who operate
there.

Mr. Mitchell: On a point of order; I
am not advoecating the cause of guns con-
nected with the Western Ausiralian Turf
Club. -

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
East Perth must withdvaw that siatement.

Mr. LANDER: Well I withdraw the
statement. We bave heard so much about
what the Turf Clab have done, but we
do not hear much about the abuses that
have been going on, The Turf Club has
had a monopoly long enough and I say
that, by giving a elub a license, we can
exercise control over it and make our laws
apply to it. It therefore gives me great
pleasure to support this Bill.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): I can-
not agree with thie last speaker that this
Bill is going to have the effect of clipping
the wings of the Western Australian Turf
Club, nor can I see that it is going to take
away some of the monopoly enjoyed by
that body. It is a very simple Bill and
one which should receive the suppért of
every member, inasmuch as the Premier
has intimated that the chief objeet of the
introduction of the Bill is to extend the
facilities of the totalisator to trotting
meetings. I believe every member in this
Chamber would like to see trotting en-
conrazed more (han it has been in the past
in Western Australia. I would be sorvy
o think that the Bill contemplated going
further and allowing the Treasurer to
grant the use of the totalisator to all
unregistered meetings, The member for
Northam stated that it would have the
effect of encouraging the proprietary
clubs. Well the greatest complaint of the
proprietacy elubs to-day, and alse of most
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of the men connected with raciug, is that
the Turf Club take too many of the very
best racing days, and prevent the pro-
prietary clubs, and the ofhers interested
in the sport, from having the oppertunity
that they should have. The hou. member
also stated that he would like io see the
bookmaker abolished. It might be a
biassed wish on the part of that hon. mem-
ber and other members who have spoken,
but I do not think this Parlizment has
power to abolish the bookmaker.
We may put it in an  Aet  that
the  bookmaker 1is not to practice
on the registered courses, but such
a law has not had the effect that was de-
stired in Sounth Australia. There the total-
1isator is legalised exclusively but book-
making is in progress the same as it was
before. If we do not allow hookmaking
to bhe carried on in ihe open it will be
earvied on in the shops, in dark corners,
and also in the streets. I do nof think it
is possible for Parliament to abolish the
bookmaker.  Besides we have the two
systems running side by side in this Slate,
and the very fact that to-day we see so
many bookmakers flourishing is evidence
that a good many people pretfer the book-
maker to the totalisator, and while that
feeling exists there is no evidence of any
burping desire on the part of the publie
for the abolition of the bookmaker. Tlie
member for Northam has pointed out that
the Rill might pive power to a needy
Treasurer to push business, ihat he would
extend the totalisator to all pienic meet-
ings and unregistered clubs as well, but
we have lo be guided by common sense in
administering an Act of this kind. I
am prepared to trust the Treasurer; no
matter how needy he may be, to do the
right lhing and net encourage a class of
sport that would have no other effect than
an injurious one to the State. I take it
the object in encouraging racing is not
to consider the sporting public but to try
to bring about a better breed of horses
and euneouraze speed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Where do they do that?

Mr. 'LOGHLEN: That is the objec!
of racing; and if we are to lower fhe
standard in any way, [ think we are «o-
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ing to do havrm in this State to the breed-
ing of horses and the enconvagement of
speed.

Mr. Tavlor:
the earlier days.

Myr. OLOGHLEN: Ii should be ihe
object to-day. TUnfortunately a great
number of horses racing on metropolitan
courses to-day should be in butchers’
carts, and possibly a great many of their
owners wonld be better off. I do not fear
the Treasurer is likely to infliet any in-
jury to genuine racing in this State ow-
ing fo the fact thai, should he be short
of funds, he might exiend (he use of the
machine. It is elaimed that the object of
Parliament should be to try to decrease
gambling aod to try te abolish it if pos-
sible. It is a landable object, and ail will
agree 1t ghould be done a8 far as possidle;
but gumbling has gone on from ihe very
earliest time and will siill go on. The
farmer who sows a bushel expects to rean
a bag. If we try to deal with gambling
on the racecourse we might as well try
to deal with it on the stock exchange and
in every other walk of life. The element
of gambling is there all the time. Out of
every proposition we enter we lope to
make something.

Mr. Mitcheil: There is a
chance in mo=t cases,

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: I am prepared io
agree with the hon. member, and I wounld
not like to see a man have less chance
than he has to-day; but I have not the
slightest fear that the Treasurer will use
the great power in this Bill to the detri-
ment of sporting in Western Australia.
T am quite confideni fo leave the matter
in the hands of the Treasurer knowing he
will do the right thing.

Mr. Mitehell: The present Treasurer
will not always be the Treasurer,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : The logieal ontcome
of any change is that if the Treasurer now
oceupying the exalted position is deposeil
the next Treasurer must come from the
Opposition.  Before any change ean
come about, the Opposition must come
over to the Government side in the ordi-
nary course of events, Of course theve
may be a change of Treasurer, but, after
all, when we lalk of the Treasurer we

That was the objeel in
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talk of the Government and the Ministry
and the party supporling them; if there
i3 any change to be brought about in the
administraiion of this or any other
measure, it nust come only from the fact
that the present Opposition will beeome
the Government, and then the member
for Northam will have sufficient followers
to alter the Aet and take away any of the
undue power he feels there is in the Bill
before us. I hope the measure avill have
a speedy passage. It will have the effect
of extending the use of the fotalisator lo
frotting ‘'meetings, which I believe we
should encourage, particularly in a new
country whose agricultural possibilities
should be brought forward every week. [
thivk the Bill will have the effect of
encovraging trotling fo a greater extent.
We musi always be guided by common
sense in legislation of this kind. I con-
tend if we go out in a drastic fashion to
abolish bookmaking we are going to make
ourselves ridiculous, and make the evil
worse than it is fo-day. Fven in Soulh
Australin, where the “wowsers” arve move
prominent than in any other Siate of the
Commonwenlth, the bookmakers flourish;
they have not succeeded there in bringing
about the many reforms in eonneelion
with vacing they hoped to, and 1 venture
io say that we would fail in a similar
attempt here. I cannnot see any of the
great dangers foreshadowed by the mem-
ber for Northam, and I am prepared to
support the Bill in the sure and certain
hope that the Treasurer will, at all times,
be guided by what is best for (he com-
munity of Western Australia as a whole.

Mr. MONGER (York): I am certainly
surprised that any Premier should bring
in a measure such as the one we are now
discussing. There is no doubt we have
bad a few surprises during the few weeks
that the Premier has been at the head
of the government of Western Australia.

The Premier: And there will be more
vet.

Mr. MONGER: It is only a few weels
ago that we had the pleasure of reading
an account of a very lengthy address de-
livered hy the Premier in the chureh of
one of owr neighbouring towns, and no
doubt the pecple of Western Ausiralia
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were expecting that one of the last
measures thai could emanate from him
wonld be something in the shape of a
gambling Bill, such as the one now under
discussion.
the people were not at all surprised ai
the Premier’s attitnde towards Sunday
pictures, but when they saw the announce-
meni a liitle later that Cabinet had had
a speeial meeling and had decided to give
to bookwakers at whippet racing the same
benefits as were allowed to bookmakers
practising at horse races, considerable
surprise was expressed.

The Premier: I hope I shall have an
opportunity of replying to these aecusa-
tions.

Mr. MONGER: In the minds of the
greatest number of the people living in
Kalgoorlie, where the home of whippet
racing is

My, Green: Tt is half way to Boulder,
do not forget.

Mr, MONGER: There is no desire
among the big majority of the people of
Kalgoovlie—

The Premier: Speak for York, and you
will have as much as yon can do.

Mr. MONGER: I am speaking about
whippet racing.

The Minister for Mines: What has it
to do wifh the Bill?

My, MONGER: It has a great deal to
do with the Bill. At all events, any Pre-
mier who could bring under the notice of
Cahinet the desirability of granting full
betting privileges to sueh a c¢lub does not
command much respect from the sporting
community of any country. As far as
whippet racing is concerned, I believe the
Premier lhas always taken a very aective
interest in it. T am told he was once
president of the whippet racing club in
Kalgoorlie; in fact some people go so far
as to say he was a promoter of whippet
rating. Tf that is so, T would not be at all
surprised to hear that he was a participa-
tor in the profits.

The Premier: That is not correct, or I
wounld put a collar on you.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MONGER: At all events, the
Premier deserves anything buat thanke

from the sporting eommunity of Western

After bearing that address, -
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Australia for his attitude towards one of
the lowest of sports any couniry has ever
recognised.

The Minister for Mines: You do nof.
know anything about it.

My, MONGER: It is not very long ago
that a deputation from Kalgoorlie,
headed by the gentleman now oceupying
tlle mayoral chair at Kalgoorlie, asked
that whippet racing should be disalloweu,
and the Wilson Government did so, and
one of the first things the Scaddan Gov-
ermnent took on themselves to do was
to withdraw the restrictions the Wilson
Ministry placed on this objectionahla
sport.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not
think that this Bill deals with whippet
racing, or that the hon, member should
labour that point unnecessarily. I am
quite preparved to allow the hon., member
to make reference to any other subject
provided in doing so he desires to com-
pare the Premier’s attitude in respeet to
this Bill,

Mr. MONGER : T was only leading up
to the main point in the Bill that the
Treasurer may, on payment of the pre-
seribed  fees, issue to clubs totalisator
licenses under this measure. As far as I
can judge, the only clubs in Western Aus-
tralia that are not fully entitled to the
use of the totalisator are the unregistered
courses In the neighbourhood of Perth
and Fremantle, and one unregistered club
at Kalgoorlie; also the trotting elub. All
the other elubs run under the W.A, Torf
Club rules, and consequenily have the
right to use the totalisator on their
courses. The Premier said the main ob-
Jeet of the Bill, and the only object that
he and his Government had in view at the
present moment, was to allow the use of
the fotalisator for the benefit of trotting
racing.  Well and good! But we know
that only a short time back whippet rac-
ing was placed in the same eategory a-
horse racing, as far as the Premier was
concerned; and we ecan only come to the
eonelusion that this Bill is introduced for
the express purpose of giving to the nn-
registered courses the same benefits as
are now given to the WA, Turf Club and
the elubs that race under the W.A. Turf
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Club rules, The Premier said distinetly
that neither be nor his Government would
extend the privileges to unregistered race-
eourses; but, under the pretext or pro-
niise that he is only referring fo trotting,
he introduces in the Bill the power giv-
ing the Treasurer the right to issue licen-
ses to any club that he may think fit,
wlule the only eclubs that are not recog-
nised and not allowed to run the totalis-
ator are the three unregistered clubs to
which I have referred. Bo I ecan only
conelude that the desire and intention of
the Bill is to legalise the fotalisalor on
unregistered racecourses. If that be the
desire of the Government, I have no inten-
tion of giving the Bill wy support, and I
feel certain there are many genilemen on
the Governmeni side of the House who,
notwithsianding the remarks that have
fallen from the member for Forrest, will
" not be pariies to giving to the unregistered
courses the same benefits as are given
to the bodies who send te those unregis-
tered courses the men they will not allow
on their own comrses. I am sure that the
niember for Fremantle particularly would
not he a parly to that. The unregistererd
courses of Western Australia to-day eon-
sist of people who own horses, (rain
horses, and ride horses, who are not re-
cognised on any other courses in any
other part of Australia. Were we to ex-
tend to these eclubs the same privileges
as are given to the W.A, Twrf Club, it
would be a standing disgrace fo the mem-
hers of this Parliament.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Who said we were
woing to do that?

Me. MONGER: Am 1 not justified in
inferring that the Bill must apply to un-
registered courses becanse every other
club in Western Aunstralia runs under the
W.A. Turf Club rules, and, if they so
desire, have the full benefits of the total-
isator?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Does that gnarantee clean racing?

Mr. MONGER : The Honorary Minister
does not take a very lively interest in
horse-racing. and T will tell him that if
raecing as earried out by the W.AT.C. and
the elubs eonforming to their regulations
is not clean then there is no clean racing
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anywhere in Australia. The W.A.T.C,, as
the member for Northam has said, is re-
coguised by all the racing clubs of the
world.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We have seen a few law cases
against it.

Mr, MONGER.; Yes, and invariably
the club wins. There was one the other
day, in which a jockey brought an aetion
against the club for baving, as he said,
wrongfully wiped him out; the result
was Lhat the Supreme Court did not see
fit to remove the disqualification. Let us
look at the type of gentry that frequent
the unregistered racecourses. It may be
fresh even in the winds of non-racing
members of hoth sides of the House tha
a few months ago an unfortunate jockey
met his deaih through carrying a galvanie
battery about with him during the tim:
he was riding, The owner of the horse
ridden by that jockey was disqualified for
life by the W.A.T.C. The individoal who
in reality eaused the death of that jockey
is allowed the entree to the unregistered
course notwithstanding his disqualifica-
tion. That is the type of individual re-
cogiised and given the same privileges on
these uuregistered racecourses as would
be given to any member of the House if
he were to pay a visit to the W.AT.C.
course. Are we going to give those in-
dividuals the same benefits and advant-
ages that we allow to the controlling
body*?

The Premier: The Wilson Government
did.

Mr. MONGER: Nothing of the sort.

The Premier: Yes, they allowed them
to bet on those courses.

Mr, MONGER: I intend to see as far
as in my power lies that the Seaddan
Government do not give to the elubs T
have referred lo the same privileges as
are afforded the W.A.T.C. Tt must have
been to a certain extent gratifying to the
honourable gentlemen on the Govern-
ment side of the House to be informed
by the Premier that it was not his inten-
tion to make this a party question. 1
congratnlate him, because T feel certain
even if eanecus had issued a mandafe to
the Premier a Bill of this kind would not
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have been allowed to come into opera-
tion and take a place on our statutes.
I ask honourable members sitting on the
Government side of the House to give
fair and reasonable consideration to this,
and to tell the Premier that in regard to
his attempls to introduce illegitimate legis-
lation of this sort at all events some of his
own side are not in accord with the views
Le and his Cabinet hold.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): As a new
member 1 am inclined to think that the
only motive prompting those who have
spoken this afternoon in connection with
the Bill must be a tendency to pander (o
the “wowsers” as they were termed by the
member for Forrest. 1 am indeed sur-
prised at the matter that has been intro-
duced into the debate. The Bill is plainly
set out as one fo further regulate the
totalisator. The member for Northam
spent most of his time in advertising the
W.A.T.C. The Bill provides little or no
control as far as raeing is concerned,
but deals exclusively with the totalisator,
and I am of opinion that the extension
of the use of the totalisator will mini-
mise the evil of gambling.  Believing
that, T have not the slightest hesitation
in saying that I whole-heartedly support
the Bill. I for one am ready at all times
to give my earnest support to any mea-
sure that will tend to reduce the evil of
gambling. Realising that the people will
wamble, I say that it is the duty of the
State to lessen that evil as far as pos-
sible, and I believe the extension of the
usa of the totalisator will have a tend-
ency in this direction. Those who have had
the opportunity of seeing the totalisator
in operation know that those who use it
must have ready cash. The greatest evil
aceruning from belting on the racecourse.
in my opinion, is to be found in the praec-
Hee of hetting on credit, I am not in-
ferring that all sections of the people do
this. but it frequentlv happens that a man
has not with him the money to do his
eambling and. in consenuence. he ap-
proaches a hookmaker who allows him
to do it on credit. In dealing with the
fotalisator he munst have the eash, and
therefore the use of the totalisator will
tend to lessen the evil of gambling. I
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am surprised that the member for York
should have referred to whippet racing
as he did, as I can see no reference to it
in the Bill. Surely, if ihe member for
York had taken the ironble to read the
Bill he would have seen that there is no
intention of extending (he use of the
totalisator to whippet racine. As T have
already said, if is to me apparent that
those who oppose the Bill are doing so
in a desire to pander to a seetion of the
people, and with an idea of throwing
dust and making people believe that the
Labour Government are going to in-
crease 1he possibility of gambling in
Western Australia. T resent any state-
ment of the sort as I am convineed the
Bill will tend to decrease rather than in-
crease the evil of gambling.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I feel
very maeh inclined to oppose the Bill as
I believe it would he far better to deal
with the whole guestion in a compre-
hensive mensure. Bo far as the Pre-
mier went in introdueing the Bill he
showed us that the Bill is partienlarly
designed to enable betting to be carried
on at Brennan’s trotting association,

The Premier: T said nothing of the
sort.

Mr, Underwood: As a matter of fact
the Premier said it was to allow the total-
isator to be used by Brennan.

Mr. Allen : Who is Brennan 1

Mr., UNDERWOOQD: Brennan is »a
gentleman who proposes to establish in
Western Australia n trotting association,
and he desires the nse of the totalisator.
I am not satisfied with the existing eon-
ditions of racing generally. T am pretty
well sure that they could be improved.
and I would like this matter held over
until a comprehensive measure can be
bronght down dealing with the whole
question of the tatalisator in eonncetion
with lorse-racing. For the benefit .f
the Premier I would like to remark that
when one does not know the bush it is
advisable to keep on the main beaten
track. 1t is very evident from the Tre-
mier’s speech that he knows nothing
about racing. No doubt this is considered
a virtre by many people; but the
faet remains that the Premier knows



[12 Decemeer, 1911.]

very little indeed about hores-racing.
For instance, he said that trotting horses
were certainly superior to galloping
horses, and that the breed of trotters
was of far greater advaniage to the
country than the breed of gallopers. It
only shows that the Premier has not gone
into the question of horse-breeding. As
a matter of fact, the blood horse can
not only gallop but can trot also, and the
blood horse 1s the best horse bred.

The Premier: Is not a trotter a blood
horse ?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: No. That is
why 1 am saying the Premier does not
understand the bush, and therefore should
keep on the beaten voad. It has been
demonstrated over and over again that
althongh youn may have a horse that can
trot, vet when it comes to a necessity for
a horse that can stand a journey you
want blood in him. If the Premier re-
quires any further information on this
question I would advise him to read the
account of the eavly explorers who went
from Adelaide to Palmerston. In that
work.it is pointed out that the ordinavy
bred trotters died weeks and weeks he-
fore the blood horses. If the Premier
had been in possession of this informs-

tion he would not have compared
trotters  with  Dblood  horses.  Fur-
ther, on this point I would like

to say that a galloping horse can
alzo trot, and there are many of our
walloping horses at present.in enbs. wiile
T am of opinion that it would be hetter
for some of our punters if other horses
at present racing were in cabs also.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Before tea T was
explaining the difference between a
galloping horse and a trotting horse, and
I made the statement that a galloping
horse could trot, but a trofting
horse conld noi gallop—an apparent eon-
tradietion. What I mean to say is this :
an ordinary galloping horse can trot fast
enongh for utilify purposes to go in a
hansom cab, but a trotting horse ecan-
ot trot fast encugh to win a
race or head a cow, The breeders of
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horses throughout Australia and in other
parts of the world invariably get a blood
horse when they want to get a hack or
a useful lLorse. A blood horse may he
infinitely supervior to the trotting horse
as produeed by competing in trotting
races. One other remark of the Treas-
urer, I would ilike to point out, is not
correct in regard to trotting, and that
is there is no professionalism in
trotting races, and that a ftrot-
ting horse ean  be employed in
the ordinary avoeations of a horse
doring  the week. and go to the
eourse and win a trotting race on Satur-
day. This is altogether a mistake. As
a matter of faet it takes as mueh time.
patience and trouble to train a trotting
horse to win rages as to train a galloping
horse fo win races, and a man would lose
his money if he worked a horse threugh
a week and took him ont on Satnrday to
run in a trotting race. My experience of
trotting is that there is no chance of
winning against a properly trained horse.
Forther than that, I want to say that
there is as much professionalism in trot-
ting as in galloping, and I further wish
to say thai from my experience a man
would stand a long way better chance of
losing his money by a trotting race than

at a galloping race. TFurther than
that, T want to say that, speaking
from an experience of 25 or 30

years of going to races, I have seen
trotting courses started again and again,
and trotting meetings held, and they have
invariably failed, while on the other hand .
there has been no diminution in regatd
to the conrses where galloping horses are
working. Having said that in regard to
trotting horses, I wish to say a few words
on the question of horse racing generally.
Horse racing, according to some people,
is sinful, and those who attend horse
races are going fo have a warm time
by and by; and many of ns feel prepared
to take our chance about the by and by,
but we would like some fair freatment in
this world. We have to bear this in mind,
that horse racing has for eenturies re-
tained ifs position as ile wost popnlar
sport in the British Ewpite. We have
had ericket, football, hicyele racing, fooi
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racing, rowing and innumerable other
sports, they have all had their day and
died out, and come again, but horse racing
bas gone on without, at any time, a de-
erease in its popularity. And I want to
say this, as far as T am concerned that
while it is properly conducted, and while
the profits made on the courses are ex-
pended as they are by the Western Aus-
tealian Turf Club, it is the one sport that
I enjoy, and I am speaking and re-echo-
ing the sentiments of tens of thounsands
of people in Western Australia. It is a
most peenliar Fthing that in all other
sports the Government have given coneces-
sions; they give them grounds, sometimes
grants to improve their grounds, but
more patrtienlarly they give them special
trains, and a speecial train service to carry
people to the various grounds to witness
their sports. But if yon come to the ques-
tion of horse racing the Government
charge about six iimes as much to go to
a racecourse that they do to go to any
other place. To go to s cricket mateh
at Claremont the Government charge
threepence return, and if a horse race is
being held at Belmont the Govermment
charge 3s. 6d. return. It seems to me
rather unfair. Seeing that we are con-
demned to suffer all the heat that can he
generated in the next world, it is un-
doubtedly unfair that we should be asked
to pay all the taxes in this. If seems to
me those who do not go to races, who do
not smoke or drink, are on a really good
wicket; they dodge the tax in this world
and get a box seat in the next. I wish
“to say it is my opinion some reason shonld
be used when dealing with horse racing,
because, after all, if is an amusement and
recreation in which tens of fhousands,
perhaps hundreds of thousands of eciti-
zens in Western Australia take part. In
regard to the question of control, I may
say—or fo fall in with the Premier’s idea
—after this introduetory, I now make a
few remarks and ccme to the gquestion of
control. I have heard the suggestion
that the Government should appoint a
hoard to contrel racing, and judging by
the guestions asked by the member for
Forrest, one would imagine that it is his
intention that the Government should
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practically be'a cowrt of appeal for the
Western Auwstralian Torf Club., I wish
to say if it comes to a question of ap-
pointing a couwrt to reconsider the deci-
sions of the Western Australian Tuarf
Club I am a candidate if the salary is
good enough, I knew as mueh about
dead horses as anybody.

1r, Taylor:; Have you bought your ex-
perience?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have bought
my experience. This is the position I
want to point out. Every kind of sport
is controlled by an association; if we
have ericket, the cericketers come together,
they have clubs, their clubs send delegates
to an assoeiation and that association con-
trols avicket. Foothall is the same; tennis,
howls, rowing, or anything else you like.
You do not eome to the Government to
appoint a board, the people inlerested in
the sport eontrol if, and it should be re-
tained in regard to racing. Let those who
2o to racing and enjoy horse racing con-
trol it. If they eanuot control it then
horse racing can go to the dogs or the
whippets.

Mr. Bolton: If you do not injure any-
one.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: Yes; if you do
not injure anyone, I say so too. They
are not likely to injure anybody besides
themselves, therefore we come to this de-
cision, that it is desirable to have horse
racing controlled by some association or
club, or something of that kind, and we
have that here, we have the Western Aus-
tralian Turf Club, and I for ome am
prepared to give my support te the West-
ern Australian Turf Club, and allow them
to control racing in Western Australia.
Tt has been said that that elub is con-
senvative.  There are many alteralions
that could be made for the improvemeut
of racing; with these I possibly agree,
at the same time we have to realise this,
that almost anybody who has sufficient
money to go to races can become a mem-
ber of the Western Australian Turf Club,
and ean go there and voice his opinion as
to what it ought to do. On the other
hand if we are going to say we will pass
a special Aet of Parliament to allow a
totalisator to be nsed on an unregistered
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course, becanse that is what the Bill comes
to, we say this: we are not going to
support those who rebel against the
anthority of the properly recognised body
tp control horse racing. As the member
for York has pointed out, it does not mat-
ter what crime, as far as horse racing is
concerned, you commit on a registersd
course and become disqualified for it, you
can still go to the unregistered course and
follow your avoeation, eiiher as trainer,
rider, or owner. The position is this, that
there ave certain nefarious practices in
connection with racing, and the Western
Australian  Turf Club, the controlling
hody, endeavour to the best of their
ability to put those things down. When
a jockey, a trainer, or an owner has
been convieted of what “Banjo” Paterson
calls suspicious practices, he is disquali-
fied from taking part in races for a few
months, or a few years, or for life, and
those who have been disqualified can go
on to the unregistered eclubs and still
follow their nefarions practices.  That
Aces not seem to me to be the elub this
Touse should support; it does not seem
right that we, as a Parliament, should
pass a Bill enabling these cinbs to eon-
tinue to find employment for those people
who have heen dizqualified by the con-
trolling body for nefarions practices. The
Honorary Minister interjected while the
member for York was speaking, that
rading was cleaner on the unregistered
courses than on the registered, at least
he said the detectives said so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : I said it was as good.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have a great
opinion of the acumen of most deteetives,
they can generally find a clue on the nn-
registered courses, they can get the elue
as to which is dead, or as most are dead
there, they can get a clue as fo which is
alive,

Hon, W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Do you think they are worse than
on the other courses?

Alr. UNDERWOOD: It would take
even a Sherlock Holmes to pick a winner
at Perth on some occasions. As to the
guestion whether these races ave eleaner
than others, I wish to express the opinion
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that the Western Australian Turf Club
earry on their races better than any club
in this State, and so far as the earry-
ing on of the races is coneerned
I have very considerable confidence
in the Western Australian Turf Club. As
I said, I would have preferred to have seen
this Bill held over nuntil a comprehensive
measure c¢ould have been brought fou-
ward, one dealing entirely with the ques-
tion of the use of the totalisator on race-
courses, There is one strong objection I
have with regard to rvacing, and that is
the proprietars cluh, T think it would be
better for the sport and racing altogether
—and I am speaking only from that poing
of view, I am leaving the morals of the
people out of the guestion—if the Gov-
ernment put into force the laws
which are in existenece. The Western
Australian Turf Glub spend all their pro-
fits on improvements or put them into
stakes, while at Belmont Park, Canning
Park, and Helena Vale, the profits prae-
tically go into the pockets of the few men
who own those racecourses. 1 think it
would have been better for the Govern-
ment to have held this measure over and
brought in a Bill later on lines similar
to the South Australian Aet, which lays
it down that the totalisater shall not
be licensed except to clubs. That Aet
states that no license shall be granted

~to any racing c¢lub unless it possesses

at  least 100 members, that is
when the club is sitnated within 10
miles of Adelaide, or 50 members if it is
situated at a greater distance, and that
also unless the subseriptions paid by mem-
bers amount to £230 and £50 respectively.
In my opinion, thaf is a sound proposi-
tion. We could permit the use of the
totalisator then, and I think we would be
correct in saying that we would permit
its use in sueh a way as to prevent profits
going to privafe individuals, and that all
profiis made shonld be devoted te the ad-
vancement of racing and the improvement
of the racecourses and the inereasing of
the stakes. If the Government wonld in-
troduee that kind of legislation I am eon-
vinced they would do a very considerable
zood to racing in  Western Ausiralia,
There is another point in this Bil I
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stronely protesi against on principle, and
that is the idea of handing over legisla-
tion passed by this Parliament to the ad-
ministration of one man. I hold and have
held. and my opinion has not changed
since | crossed the floor of the House, that
Parliament shonld Leep control of the
legislation which reflects the opinion of
Parliament, and whieh shonld be adminis-
tered according to ihe wishes of Parlia-
ment. Uuder this Bill the Treasarer will
have power to grant a license to any rae-
ing elub whatever without any appeal to
the House, and without even the neces-
sity of laying regulations on the Tahle of
the House. I thoroughly and fully be-
lieve that the Treasurer at the present
time, and while he holds oifice, has no in-
{ention of extending the privilege of the
use of the totalisator to unregistered race-
courses, but ouly intends it to apply to
trotting races. But we have to recognise
this: that we are not passing legislation
to last while the present Treasnrer is oc-
cupying office—there is no telling what
time the present Treasurer may vacate his
office, and then the legislation is simply
what the Treasurer for the time being
thinks it ought to be; in fact, we are
making the Treasurer an autoerat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) ; It is subject to Parliameni.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is not in
this Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honoray Min-
ister) : Parliament can dismiss the Treas-
urer.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: That is just the
point. Are we going to upset the whole
Government of the State becanse the
Treasurer has one little particular kink;
he may be a good Treasurer otherwise.
For instance, are we going to put the
Government out on aceount of their pie-
ture regulaiions? Ninoety per cent. of the
members of this House are opposed fo
ihose regulations, yet we are not going
to put the Government out; it is too small
a matter. But when we pass legislation
we should pass it so that it will have the
effect of not heing handed over to one
individual who may have some particular
kink one way or the other. We may have
some man in the Treasury -who will

-sible.
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be prepared to extend it to everv eclub,
flat. or backyard where they gallop horses,
on the other hand, we may have a man
who is epposed to racing and who is going
to have the box seat in the next world,
and who will not allow it anywhere, That
15 not what we want. This Parliament
wants the totalisator extended and used.
Let us put in owr Bill what we do wani,
as hag been done in South Australin, and
then when we find it is advantageous to
alter it let Pavliament who made the law
alter it. I intend to oppose the Bill.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): T was
pleased to hear the remarks of the mem-
ber for Pilhara and although, like the
Premier, T may not kunow much about
racing, I look upon it a8 our great nafional
sport and, moreover, the spirit of sport
has, T think, to a very great degree, made
the British race what it is. At the same
time we want to keep it as clean as pos-
The control of vacing in Western
Australia has been given over to the
Western Australian Turf Club, and so
that it should not be thought that I was
voling on tlis oceasion on party lines, I
wigh to say I am opposed to this Bill be-
cause X do not like the idea of taking the
eontrol away from the Western Australian
Turf Club. 1 believe that hody is doing
its best to control racing in Western Aus-
tralia in the best interests of racing and
of sport, and I entirely agree with what
has fallen from the member for Pilbarra,
and T congratulate that member npon the
views le expressed here because, in my
opinion, they are the views of a very large
majority of the people in the Stale, ne
matter to what class or what line of poli-
ties they helonz. T bhelieve it is the gen-
eral desive of the people of the State that
the eontrol of raeing should he left in the
hands of the Western Australian Turf
Club and, as the hon. member has
pointed out, this makes the Treas-
urer an autocrat with regard to grant-
ing licenses. He ecan grant a license
to any club, and with all due respect
to him, the Treasurer has stated, or T
think it bas been implied, that he does not
know much about racing, as indeed I do

not myself. At the same time, I zo to
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races, and I do not believe that horse rac-
ing does any harm to the communiiy.
Moreover, we know thal our great meet-
ing at Christmas is looked forward to by
everyone throughout the Ilength and
breadth of the eountry, and more espeec-
1ally the working man himself; the man
who has to go ont info the back hlocks,
and who perhaps has been 12 months at
hard work, He has his faney, and he
watches his faney all the year. and he
comes down here at Christmas and planks
his money on it.

The Premier:
to work again.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T would rather
see him do thal than spend Lis money in
the public house. T think myself that this
privilege of zranting licenses is better in
the hands of the West Austealian Turf
Club. a body whicl is respeeted, 1 think,
by the racing communiiy of ihis country,
and for that veason I intend to oppose the
Bill.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora) : I wish
to state that T intend to support the Biil
for the very reason that most of the
speakers say they are going to oppose it.
In the first instance, I take it that the
Treasurer brought in this Bill io deal
with ra¢ing ac it obtains at the present
time. I have had a little to do with vac-
ing, and I have yet to know that I
have learned anything about racing other
than what T knew before, but I have
learned to-night what betting is. There
has been a comparison drawn by the mem-
ber for Pilbara between the galloping
horse and a trotting horse, which my
friend on the Opposition was pleased to
eulogise. I wounld ask the member for
Pilbara what is a galloping horse; is
there anything in the stud book about a
galloping horse? My experience of race
horses goes back as far as that of the
member for Pilbara, and I have yet to
learn what a galloping horse is. There
is another horse that can gallop, and that
is recogmised as the trotting horse. If
the Bill that the Treasurer is bringing
in is to do with beiting as regards trot-
ting horses. then the argument of the
membar for Pilbara that a galloping horse
is also a trotting horse, shows that the

And he has to go back
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Treasurer knows a little more than the hon.
member does, and that he is legislating for
horses that ean do either and not for a
horse that can perform only one of these
feats. Then lhere has been some men-
tion made ahont the races which have heen
conducted under the anspices of the West
Australian. Turf Club. T have seen at
country meetings dead ones and live ones,
and I can assure hon. members that at
various of these counirvy meetings it is
as hard to pick a live horse as it is at any
unregistered meeting and, moreover, the
sport is equally ag dirly. If a man goes
to an average country meeting he will
find that the sport is as dirty under the
auspices of the West Austraban Tuarf
Club as it is under any unrvegistered body.
and I prezume I am speaking with as wide
an Australian knowledge as any non. mem-
ber. We find also that various of the re-
gisiered clubs now are racing some horses
which formerly raced under unregistered
elubs, and yet the sport has not been
materially altered. Now we find that rac-
ing has been spoken of as improving the
breed of horses. 1 ask any reasonable
minded man whether raeing held by a
turf elub or a race fathered hy that body
can do anything towards the improve-
ment of the breed of horses? OQut of all
the meetings held in this State how many
are theve which hold races up to a distance
of two wmiles, and uniess horses are bred
to race up to two miles they will be of
very little use for stock purposes in Aus-
tralia. I believe in a good raee meeling.
and I also believe that tretting should be
catered for.  This club, which the vari-
ous hon. members are pleased to spesk
so well of, has the power to give the
richt to wuse the totalisator., What
the Treasurer wants iz ito possess that
right which the Weslern Australian Turf
Club Lolds at the present time. As far
as unregistered racing is concerned I know
very little about it on the coast, but if
there were a club formed at the present
time who would run all éwo-mile evenis
they would need a better class of horses
than vun races under the Western Austra-
Lian Turf Club now. TIf such a clab were
to come forward the Treaswrer would have
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the right to cater for them under this Bill
and they would be doing something to
improve the class of horses in Western
Australia. T do think the Treasurer is
aeting well within the bounds of reason
in taking to himself the right to grant
licenses, of which the Turf Club have had
the monopoly up to the present time.

Mr. DWYER (Perth): I do not wish
to record a silent vote on this Bill, and
I therefore desire to explain the light in
which I vegard ii. It seems to me that
there has been a great deal of wandering
from the veal issne, There is nothing in
the Bill which would indieafe te any hon.
member thut whippet races are intended
to be included or come within its purview,
The hon. member for York took up a
zood deal of the valuable time of the
House in introducing all ihis extrianeouns
matter, but whippet raecing, its desira-
bility or undesirability, has nething to do
with the measure now under the consider-
ation of the House. It seems to me that
this Bill undonbtedly gives the right to the
Colonial Treasurer for the time being to
permit any unregistered club to use the
totalisator. By “unregistered eclub™ T
mean a club not authorised by the Western
Aupstralian Turf Club. Whether or not
the Treasurer will exercise the discretion
vested in hini by the Bill and so permit
an unregistered c¢lub to use the totalisator
15 another qnestion. Personally, T think
that if unrecistered racing is bad at all
it should not be allowed to exist. If it
is of any use either in improving the
breed of horses or in supplying a legi-
timate form of sport to the publie, it
chould be allowed to conduet its business
under ihe aegis of the law to the same ex-
ient as the Western Anstralinn Turf Club
is allowed to do, that is, not in aceord-
ance with the law but to a great extent
in spite of and eontrary to the law. As
a rule unregistered bodies of any des-
eription are to bhe deprecated. and iheir
establishment in our midst is not at all
a desirahle thing. In nearly every class
of sporl we have some governing body
ruling by eertain governing prinei-
mes. In the present instance we
have the Western Amstralian Turf Clab,
who govern and rule the sport of racing
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in Western Australia. The Western Aus-
tralian Twf Club seems to me to be an
institution with dunal funetions, which are
in a sense rather contrvadictory. In addi-
tion to governing the whole of the sport
in the State, they are alse the racing
aunthority for a particular racecourse—the
Perth racecowrse. It seems to me that if
racing is 10 be governed at all, it shounld
be govermed by some association eon-
nected eertainly with the registered racing
clubs, but an institution or corporation
apart from the clubs whieh form its con-
stituent parts. The proper government
of racing seems to me to be a Thody
selected, authorised, established and
founded by each and every one of the
racing clubs which are at present regist-
ered or are allowed to exist. In that way
we waould have a body which would not
only control racing throughout the State
bat also on the Perth racecourse itself.
It seems a contradiction that the TWestern
Aunstralian Turf Club, while being the
snpreme authority in racing in this
State, are alse the owners in their cor-
porate -capacity of the Perth racecourse.
T armn at one with the member for Pilbara
when he says that it is regretiable that
we cannot have a comprehensive enaet-
ment whieh will deal generally with the
whole of racing in this State. Then we
could bring into existence some such
bedy as I have snggested, formed of dele-
gates or appointed members from each
of the constitnent clubs with power to
register and econtrol the whole of racing
in the State, including trotting, and
power to register the totalisator, and at
the same time pay a decent, fair, and
resonable tax to the State out of the
profits that accrue from the totalisator.
In the meantime, however, I intend 10
support this Bill in the hope that it will
be amended in Committee. It seems to
me that if we substitute the Colonial
Treasurer for the Turf Club we ay
make an improvement, bat it will he
merely substituling one form of authority
for another which may be less satisfac-
tory, beeanse the granting of licenses will
he at the will of the Treasurer for the
time being, and we do not know who may

veenpy thal position in future. He may
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be one who will allow any club whatever
which comes within the definition of the
Bill to use the totalisator, and I say that
onee the Colonial Treasurer under this
Bill allows the use of the totalisator on
any racecourse, by that very aet he will
give that vacecourse a legal status; 2o
that, assmming for the purpose of argu-
ment we have a Colonial Treasurer who
would take a light view of racing and
authorise the nse of the totalisator on any
of the unregistered establishments, that
very act would give them a legal status
and raise them to the level of a body
authorised by the Turf Club or any other
anthoritative hody.

Mr. Price: Is there any reason why
they should not he allowed to use the
totalisator?

Mr. DWYER: The only reason I can
see is that if they are proper racing es-
tablishments then the stigma of the term
“unregistered” should be taken away, and
they should have just as much right and
privilege as any other club; but if, on the
other hand, they are irregnlar places
where sport is degraded and where there
are low-down practices, then they have
no right to exist at all, and our legisla-
tion, instead of leaving the door open
whereby they may be legalised and re-
gistered in a sense, ought to suppress
them in all eases in which the sport is
conduncted on irregular and immoral
lines, as some members have suggested. I
do not pretend to have an infimate kmow-
ledge of racing, but I do want to point
oul the glaring inconsistency that exists.
Toder the present laws relating to racing
we have a supreme governing body who
also are the proprietors of a racecourse.
e have bodies termed naregistered clubs
whieh, if worthless and immoral, ought
not to be allowed to continue, and we have
also clubs registered and unregistered
allowed to carry on betting and other
practices in contravention of the law jt-
gelf. While buman nature is constituted
as it is at present, and while we in Aus-
tralia ave a sport-loving publie, I for
one, speaking not only for myself but 1
believe on behalf of most of the people
of the State, would regret to see any form
of legitimate sport deleted from our
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midst. T hope on the contrary, not only
to see the sport conbinue, hut to see i:
continued and conducted on a higher
plane, where the reproaches now being
cast upon it can no longer be levelled,
and where the stigma of “the quick and
the dead” which we have heard to-nighi
in connection with both registered and
unregistered race meetings, ean no longer
rest on ‘the fair vecord of owr racing, I
intend to support the second reading, but
hope that eertain anomalies will be re-
medied in Commitiee.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I rise to
oppose this measure, and I desire very
briefly to give my reasons. The Bill is
deseribed as being for the purpese of
“further regulating the use of the totali-
sator,” and T think the title should state
also “for further facilitating the means of
betting.” We have heard a great deal in
the course of the debate regarding whip-
pet racing and other foreign matter, hut
I intend to confine myself to the Bill it-
self, and T have looked carefully for the
reason why this Bill has been introduced.
The only reason I ean find is that it is
brought forward to provide certain faeili-
ties for the trotting association. It was
stated by the Premier in the course of an
interjection that the Bill would not facili-
tate or encourage hetfing, while the mem-
ber for Forrest siated that without the
totalisator the trotting association would
not sueceed. If that is so, that is to my
mind n very good reason why we shoull
not pass this measure, We do not want is
give any increased facilities for betting,
and I believe that the people of the State
as & whole are safisfied that we have at
the present time enough facilities in that
divection. Certainly if we place the totali-
sator on a trotting ground we are going
to make betting easier. Some people say
that betting with the totalisator is less
harmful than belting with the bookmaker.
T am not going to diseuss that question,
but it does seem to me that it is quite as
hig a temptation for n man fo embezzle
his employer’s money to bet on the totali-
sator as it is to bel with a bookmaker; in
faect, the temptation of the totalisator
might be slightly greater, beeause for the
totalisator the bettor wust have readw



820

money, wherens with the bookmaker he
may bet on cvedit and the bet is only a
debt of honour. [ see only one reason for
bringing forward this measure and that is
to facililate betling at trotting matehes.
Do the people go to these matches to see
racing or for the express purpose of using
the totalisator? We have often heard
ihat there is safety in nombers. With the
Turf Club there ave numbers whe con-
sider the pros and cons in granting these
licenses, but if the granting of licenses is
to be left in the hands of the Colonial
Treasurer, whilst it may be all right in the
eontrol of the present holder of that posi-
tion, the day may come when a Colonial
Treasurer holding different views will
erant iliese licenses for reasons not alto-
«ether desivable. aud largely with a view
af bringing in more revenue to the State.
1 am nof going to say whether I am op-
posed to vacing or not. I am not much of
a frequenier of racecourses; I go fo the
Cup oecusionally, T think thai we want
rather to detract from, or deler facilities
for betting. than to increase them, For
these reasons [ shall oppose the Bill.

My, THOQMAS {(Bunbury): If the Bill
or the discussion has served no other good
purpese it has shown ns rhat there arve
members in  the Chamber who have
a perfect knowledge of racing and things
connected with the sport. 1 dare say a
fair knowledge of sport or racing shows
a well-balanced mind, but T think the
knowledee indicated by the members for
Pilbara and York rather shows an ill-
spent vouth. 'These hon. mewhers have
wone into sueh details in connection with
the matter, and reiteraied many points so
leenly, that one musi come to the con-
clusion they have spent a lot of time in
the siudy of the pastime. [ am not par-
ticularly inlerested in the Bill. I do not
think 1t will be of very much consequence
if the Bill is passed or not, but T am very
much surprised that so much of the time of
the House has been {aken up at this stawe
of the sesslon in discussing it. But what I
o inleresled in is the Premier’s moral
welfare. [ noticed the other day wilh
considerable surprize. as the member for
Vork has said. that the Premier had been
vreaching at one of the churches; and
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later on I read in one of the papers, with
still greater surprise, that the Sunday pie-
ture shows were to be stopped, and I be-
wan to fear that our good Premier had
been inocnlated with the virus of “wowser-
itis?’; but fo-day T find he is so incon-
sisient as to bring in a Bill whieh, so far
as T ean judge, is to provide facilities for
unregistered racing, to provide a new
source of gambling; g0 I come to the con-
clusion that, after all, he is not so affectnd
by the virus that T have referred to, and
I rejoice, because it would be one of the
greatest ealamilies that could ever over-
come a Premier. I do nob think this mea-
sure is likely to affect the W.A. Tmf
Club in the slightest degree, I do naot
think there is any need for the defence
put ap by the memhers for York and
Northama on hehalf of the W.A. Turf
Club. butr I object to any recognition of
these unregisiered race mectings nnder
any consideration. I understand Lhe Rill
wives the power to grant to unregisteresl
racecourses the concession of using the
totalizator. If there is no intention of
doing so why then not insert a clouse
clearly defining their position in the mat-
ter? We are disenssing a matter of grant-
ing the use of the totnlisator to individ-
nals interested in troiting courses. If
the Premier had mentioned this, possibly
<o much time would not have been taken
up over the measure. I know that the most
pernicions and objectionable kind of bet-
ting that ean take place on any course
in Australia is that whieh takes place at
unregisiered race meetings. Tt is not s
muech the man losing his money, bat it is
the boys nnd women, some of them, pnt-
ting their shillings on. All sorts of facili-
ties are provided for them for the most
degraded kind of specnlation; and if I
had ihe power to do it T would wipe out
these unregistered meetings altogether.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Me. THOMAS: It has been proved,
and we know it exists, that men who can-
not get a fooling on existing racecourses,
where they are governed in elean and
lionest conditions——

Ar. Tervey: Where is that?

Alr. THOMAS: Shakespeare says that
to be honest i to be one in ten thousand.
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I do not suppose you will get one race-
course in ten thousand where there will
he absolute honesty, but the W.A, Turf
Club, and many others of the same class

of race clubs, make the greatest possible -

efforts to have clean racing. I do uot
think that can be said of the unregistered
courses. If they are aiming at clean
sport, why do they take up some of the
vift raff, the worst that ean be found on
any raceeourse in Australia:  If these
people offend against the rules of the
registered ¢lubs and the unregistered clubs
are allowed freedom in this svay, what con-
trol is there over these people? We are
depriving the genuine turf clubs of their
power when e allow the other illieit elubs
io provide means of livelihood for those
people who arve turned ont from the regis-
tered elubs. T see this Bill gives the Min-
ister power to grant the concession of the
totalisator to these unvegistered clubs.

AMr, O’'Loghlen: The Minister has given
us his assurance on that point that he will
not.

Mr. THOMAS: Then if the Minister
will include o elause to provide that he
shall not have the power to grant the con-
cession to unvegistered clubs I am saiis-
fied; but anything we do that lends as-
sistanee to unrvegistered rvace clubs is an
unmitigated evil to the eomntry, and I
have no hesitation in saying it. I hope
the Premier will give us that definite as-
surance that the Bill is not to he used
for that purpose. If he will tell us it
is only to license this trotting ¢luh, which
- I have no doubt is a very harinless institu-
tion, sny opposition I have to the Bill
will be removed.

Mr. Dwyer: That only binds himself
and not his sueeessors.

Mr. THOMAS: I quile agree with the
hon. member. I see no reason why it
ghonld be put in such an ambiguons way.
It should be clearly and definitely stated.
Tf they must have betting on race-courses
T think it better to place the money on
the totalisator than with some of the book-
makers. T have long since given up bei-
ting on sport. Most people will say there
is not much in sport if betting is not
allowed. I contend that if there must he
betting, and if we must have unregisiered
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courses, it would be better to bet on the
totalisator than with some of these douht-
ful bookmakers, If there is one thing
that gets on my nerves it is the undesir-
able section of the eommunity that gels
a livelihood on these race-courses, It
is a class of the communily the eountry
can do without. I have no sympaihy
for (his class of people. I trust, if we
are to have n Totalisator Rill, it will pro-
duce a condition of things in which the
thieving boolmalker will tease lo trouble
and the weary punter will be at rest,

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I
have listened with considerable interest
to the debate ou this Bill. It is a small
measure, but the debate has ranged far
heyond it and has dealt with every phase
of racing, hookmaking, gambling, and the
hreeding of horzes of all types and classes,
and has been extended by some members
to the whippets and even (he Chureh. I
listened to the speech of the Premier in
tntroducing the measure; and, subject to
his corvection, I think he indicated that
the Bill was praetiezlly, and almost purely,
to allow the W.A. Troiting Association
to vun a totalisalor. Az the time scmeone
inlerjected “What about Bicton,” and the
Premier said, “I have had no application
from Bieton, and therefore I have not
given it any consideration.” Had the
Bill specifically laid down and covered
what the Premier indicated in his seeond-
reading speech, [ feel confident the House
would have passed it with little ov no com-
ment or disenssion; but the Bill gives to
any assoclalion or company formed for
the purpose of horse-racing the right fo
make applieation for a license for a totali-
sator. That being so, any section of the
community in any part of the State eould
form itself into nn association with the
object of promoting horse-racing, and,
relving on the Bill heing on all fowrs
with other measures on the statute-book,
believe they could get n license to use the
totalisator. The language of the clause
is absolutely clear on the point, that any
associntion or ecorpovation for the pur-
pose of promoting horse-vacing can al-
ways be granted a license to have the
totalisator. The Bill deals with no phase
of racing; it is only to give power to use
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the totalisator; it does not regulate racing
in any particular: it does not deal in any
way with racing farther than defining
what a raceconrse is, or what a clubis. A
club is formed for promoting racing, and
the grounds where the racing is operat-
ing constitute a racecourse, and the Trea-
swrer for the time being has power to
erant, or refuse, a license. We have an
iden that the Treasurer has no inienfion
of granting o license for a totalisator on
nnregisiered racecourses as we know them
at present in Western Anstralia. In his
second-reading speech ihe Premier said
that he had had no application from these
unregistered courses but that when they
came along they would get fair considera-
tion and be dealt with on their merits,
If that be so iliere must be some under-
lying current that applieations are going
to be made. and the Treasurer for the
time being will decide as to the respecta-
bility of this club or that club, as to
whether it should he granted a license for
a totalisator. If the sole desirve of the Pre-
mier is to give the W.A, Trotting Asso-
ciation a license to run a lotalisator—he-
cause I believe where they lold Lheir
trots now there is already a totalisator
in existence, but they have no power to
operate il—if the Premier is desirous in
this measure—and I am guided by his
second-reading speech—to give that asso-
ciation power to have a totalisator, why
did he not put it that way in the Bill, and
nothing else, and there would have been
little or no argument? I believe all mem-
hets are anxious to give the W.A. Troting
Association the same freedom vegarding
totalisators as the W.A. Turf Club have.

The Premier: Is not that a matter for
diseussion in Committee?

Mr. TAYLOR: But it is usual on the
second reading of the Bill for members
to indicate their attitude on a measure;
and 1f the Bill has not satisfied a sulficient
nomber of members on the second reading,
they will reject the second reading with-
ont wasting any further iime. I hope the
Premier will agree to alter the definition
of elub, and only give power in this Bill
to the W.A. Trotting Association, he is
so anxious to assist, to have a license to
run a totalisator. It is wholly at the dis-
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eretion of the Premier—as it happens
the Premier is Treasurer—as io whether
he shall granti, or not grant, a license.

AMr, George: He has uncontroiled dis-
cretion.

The Premier: That is necessary, or
there wonid be litigation as (o whether my
action was wisa or not,

Mr. TAYLOR: Why pass legislation
when there is no desire io use the power
given in the measure? The Premier has
indicated that the Bill is to be confined
to the W.A. Trotting Association. Why
not eonfine it to that association?

Mr. George: It shows the weakness of
the case.

Mr. TAYLOR: It shows the Bill has
deserved the discussion, though. perhaps,
it has gone further than lhe Bill itself.
T hope the Premier will allow alierations
in Commitiee in connection with the de-
finition of what a club or association is.
People will form themselves into an as-
sociation for promoting horse-racing, in
keeping with this measure, and when they
apply they will be refused, and be pui
to unnecessary expense in unnecessavy
preparation to make application for a li-
cense Lo run a totalisator. T hope the Pre-,
mier will allow an amendment in Com-
mittee, and, that being so, T am content
to support the measure; because I believe
in totalisators. I supported the Totali-
sator Bill brought down by Mr, Rason in
1905 on the ground that it was absolutely
the very best form for a person to put a
few shillings on a race without going to
a bookmaker. T believe it is the cleanest
way of making a wager, and it is the best
way in which belting can he done on a
raceconrse. Mr. Rason brought down his
Bill for revenue purposes. The presenl
Premier has not claimed this Bill fo be
revenus producing, but that it is brought
down to rectify something in eonneclion
with an assoeiation carrying on trotting.
So far as I ean learn, trotting is a clean
and legitimafe sport, and a sport which
will tend to increase a type of horse that
Wesiern Australia is now badly in need
of. Wae should give the trotting associa-
tion every facility for breeding that type
of horse. That is all T desire to say. I
hope the measure will pass the second
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reading on the understanding that the
Premier will alter the definition so thai
the Bill will only do what it is intended
to do, namely, to legalise the totalisator
at the West Australian Trotting Associa-
tion meetings.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco): We
have heard long dissertations with re-
gard to the econtrol of racing, with re-
gard ito unregistered raeing, and with
regard to the difference hetween trotting
and galloping horses, but we have had
very little diseussion indeed as to the im-
portance of the RBill. No arguments
have been advanced as to the advisa-
bility of further extending the use of the
totalisater. I have not heard one mem-
ber discuss that phase of the gquestion
pure and simple. The argumentshave
veered round to the problems I have
enumerated, and have not by any means
been confined to the subjeet matter of
the Bill. Personally, I think it is ad-
visable to extend the use of the totalis-
ator ; that is, if certain clubs at present
in existence ave to he allowed to remain.
If we are going to have unregistered
racing in our midsi—and we have had
no prononncement from the Premier that
these nnregistered clubs are to he ahol-
ished, and therefore we must take it
they are still to be allowed to carry on—
if we are going to allow these unregis-
tered racing elubs to continue we should
nndoubtedy extend the use of the total-
isator to them as well as to all elubs
carried on nnder the patronage of the
West Australian Turf Club. It is all
very well for members to get up and say
{hint certain persons are allowed to race
and carry on their oceupations at un-
registered courses, persons who have
heen disqualified for varions practices
on registered eourses. Those people are
carrying on there now. and there is no
pronouncement that they are to be stop-
ped. If fhey are to be allowed to go on
to the course, why cannot we extend the
use of the totalisator to them 9 Those
who have heen disqualified on other
courses are earrying om bookmaking on
the unregistered courses, and I say that
anything we ean do to rid racing of the
hookmaking fraternity will not only he

in the interest of the sport, but of the
people at large.  The same argument
applies to the trotting association. The
question is as to whether the trotting
agsocialion is to be allowed to exist. If
the Gavernment arve not going lo put a
stop to trotting meetings, and T am not
arguing that they should be stopped,
then wundonbtedly the use of the total-
isator should be extended to those meet-
ings. The totalisator is a machine and
cannot speak, while the hookmaker can
speak, and it is well known that many
of the seandals of the turf are engin-
eered by the bookmakers. The use of
the totalisator should be extended io any
class of racing which is to be permitted.
1 intend to support the second reading
of the Bill, althongh, when in Committee,
I propese fo move an amendment pro-
viding that all the profits derived from
any elub by the use of the totalisator
shall he expended in the direction of in-
ereasing stakes, and in carrying out im-
provements to the course. Such an amend-
ment will prevent those profits going
into the hands of the sharcholders of pro-
prietary eclubs. This is something we
should aim at, while, if there is any-
thing in the contention that horse racing
tends to improve the breed of horses,
clearly it is only by iuereasing stales.
and encouraging the bhest horses, that
that result can be obtained,

The PREMIER (in reply): When I
introduced this measure I thought T was
introducing one which would be readily
teceived by memhers on both sides of
the House. In order to clear up a few
points introduced by hon. memhers who,
apparently, have not read the Bill, T may
explain that it is not to confrol whippet
racing, or the lignor traflie, or picture
shotws, or wowsers, or anything of the
sort. Moreover, I want to say I intro-
duced the Bill without anv pressure from
any quarter whatever. May I also ex-
plain that I am neoi partieularly inter-
ested in horse-racing, either as it is con-
trolled by the West Aupstralian Turf Club
or as it is controlled by the tvotting as-
sociation: in fact, while not a wowser,
T do not frequently visif racecourses of
any description, althongh I do at times
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attend a race meeting. And may I be
candid enoungh to admit rhat when I do
so it is not for the purpose of seeing the
races, but rather that I might ihere meet
people I wonld nci otherwise be likely to
meet, That is te say, it usually happens
when I am in Kalgoorlie or Boulder. I
have been in Perih for eight years, dur-
ing whieh time I have vizited oniv one
Perth Cup meeting. On the other hand,
in order to show that T am nol incon-
sistent in these matters, I stll hold the

same view as I have held ever since
I have been in polities, namely, that
it is not right to judge actions

purely from my own siandpoeint, because
they may suit my own partieular in-
terest; but that they should be judged
from  the  standpeoint of  other
people, whose interests they are more
likely to svit. While T may indulge in
a litle sport on Saturday afternoon by
seeing a football or a ericket mateh, I
have no ohjection to another man at-
tending a race meeting if he prefers it,
nor do T think T have any right to com-
pel him to refrain from attending that
race meeting merely because I prefer a
football maich. If we are going to have
race meetings. T want to give them fa-
cilities Tor betting by the least objeetion-
able methods, and, in this respeet I have
no hesitation in saying that the total-
isator is preferable to the bookmaker. T
have heen considerably interested in the
remarks of the member for XNortham,
who. in his usual virtnous manner, rose
and asked why did not the Government
abolish the bookmaker? Tet me sav that
the hon. member was in the last Cabinet
for vears, and I ean find nothing on re-
cord, nor do I remember any publie utter-
ance of his in which he oave exnression
to a desire to exterminate the bookmaker;
in fact. he and his Cabinet did an lleeal
aciion bv instrueting the police to permit
hookmaking on unregistered conrses.

Mr. Mitehell: No; we freated them
all alike.

The PREMIER : Nothing of the kind.
In the first instance thev issued instrue-
tions fo the police that no hettine was to
be nermitted on unregistered racecourses
or whippet orounds.  That instruection
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went out to the police, and eventually the
members of the nnregistered clubs began
to put the lever under registered raciny
clubs by asserting that unless permitted
to bet on their own racecourses they
would compel the police, under the Aet, 0
lay informaion against betting on regis-
lered race-comrses, Aund the Cabinet, in-
cloding Mr. Mitehell, were so strong in
opposition to the bhookmaker, and to the
unrezistered courses, that they issued a
further instruction, to the effect that the
original instruection was only meant to
apply to whippet races. They did not
say so much in those words, but they
said any course used for the purpose of
condueting horse-racing, where there was
the ordinarv provision of grandstands.
And “erandstands” was interpreted by
the Cahinet as “a sirncture erected for
the purpose of allowing the judges to
see the finish of the event.” It i= well
we should know these matters. These are
the gentlemen who, to-night, rise in their
Maces and with righteovs indignation
talk about the duty of the Government
to nut down bookmaking. We are doing
it in the best manner possible. We want
to eneourage the nse of the totalisator
where racing is held and permitted noder
the existing law, and when that is done
wa shall then be able to abolish the book-
maker without interfering with the sport
of the great mass of the community.
That is the correct attitude to adopt and
not commence it the wrong wayx about
by putting down the bookmaker first.
We have heard a great many of the mem-
hers in the Flouse to-night talking of the
wowsers in the Cabinet, but we do not
hear one word in regard to betting which
thev eav existed an the goldfields. I
want to know is there any more betting
on the goldfields and is it any worse than
hetting in Perth. or any other part of the
State. Why did the late Government
make such a dead-set aeainst racing on
the =oldfields?

My, Frank Wilson: It was the gold-
fields people who approached the Cabinet.

The PREMIER: It does not matter
who approached the Cabinet, if betling
is wrong on the ooldfields it is wrong in
Perth also.



[12 DEecemerr, 1911.]

Mr. Frank Wilson: Are you going to
gtop it then?

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the
remarks of the member for Northam, who
was a member of the Cabinet that intro-
duced this system. There is a report
from the police themselves that the peo-
ple who witness this whippet racing
numbered 320, and these whippet races
were held only once a month. The Gov-
ernment of the day when whipper racing
hegan on the goldfields, gave a special
piece of ground io the whippet elub on
which to hold their race meetings, and
that piece of ground was situated be-
tween Boulder and Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Mitehell: Which Government, the
Daglish Government?

The PREMIER: Noj; the Government
of which the hon. member was a member
did it. The last Government allowed
this elub to spend money in making their
grounds and putting it in order, then
after it was in order they wished to put
down this evil, and would not permit the
bookmaker to apply his calling where 320
people assembled once a mounth.

Mr. Monger: Mastly children.

The PREMIER: What nonsense. Let
me tell the member for York, and he
knows it full well, that the betfing by
the women in particular on the course of
the Western Australian Turf Club is the
greatest evil in the land to-day. I may
tell him that there are seandalous scenes
at times on these courses, the women
rushing and pushing the men away in
order (o wet a ticket early. T know this
of my own knowledge; there are more
women to-day going in and out of what
is known as the bird-cage to get inside
information than there are men. They
rush for the bird-eage and then for the
totalisafor or the bookmaker, as if it was
the last minute thev had to live. And
then in order to put down this evil the
late Government prohibited the book-
maker at the whippet race meetings; that
1s the sort of action we find the previons
Government doing. 1 am replving to
some of the statements made by the mem-
bers opposite, and when these statements
come home to roost the leader of the Op-
position does not like it. Let me tell
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him some other matters. We have the
Western Australian Turf Club raising
objections to-night. Let me say at once
that this Bill does not deal with the con-
trol of racing either on the ecourses
of the Western Australian Turf Club ox
on unregistered courses. It deals with
the question of giving certain rights lo
clubs Lo use (he fotalisator for certain
purposes. let members ask themselves
this question. Is it desirable to have =«
totalisator where peopie are congregated
and permitted to bet, or to have the book-
maker? 1f people do have the totalisator
then they ought to have it on unregisiered
courses as well as on registered courses.
If it is not desirable to have the totalisator
or the bookmaker then we ought to close
down on the unregistered races alto-
gether,
Several Members: Hear, hear.

The PREMIER: What was the late
CGovernment doing when the leader of
the Cpposition, as a member of the previ-
ous Government, said in his electorate
that the Government were going {o intro-
duce a Bill to control racing? Where is
the measure? Aund that was in 1905, six
vears ago, and members opposite were
members of the Government until the
last elections; and now they say, “Hear,
hear,” when I suggest that we shounld put
down unregistered racing. I want to
view the Bill from the standpoint of the
totalisator.  Why should the Western
Australinn Turf Club have the right to
grant the nse of the totalisator to whom
they choose. They have what hon. mem-
bers object to the Bill baving, because,
after all, as Colonial Treasurer 1 am only
representing the yeople, and I take Lhe
responsihility in my uncontrolled discre-
tion of saying whether it is desirable or
not certain elubs should uwse the totalisa-
tor, T am not responsible to a few infln-
ential gentlemen who meet frequently in
the Western Anstralian Club on ihe Ter-
vace, or in the Weld Club. T am respon-
sible to Parliament and to the people,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Cauncus!

The PREMIER: 1t is very evident the
Western Australian Turf Club have in-
terviewed memhers since the Bill was in-
troduced to Parliament.
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Mr. Monger: It is absolutely inaeccurate.

The PREMIER: T say it is not. Ta
show the incounsistency of some of those
members who spoke on behalf of the
Western Australian  Turf Claub, Mr.
Wickham, the seereiary, had an inierview
in the newspaper the other day. He said
they had no objection to the Western
Australian Trotting Association being
permitted to use the totalisator, but he
said, “We would like to prevent proprie:-
ary elubs from mmaking use of it.” The
Western Anstralian Turf Club has ecom-
plete control to-day, and has granted to
the proprietary elubs the use of the total-
izator, aud now they come along and ask

that we should exelude proprietary elubs.”

There are three clubs that I know of
registered hy the Western Australian
Turf Club who are permiited to use the
rotalisator by that body. The member
for Northam iz a member of that elub,
and was a member of lhe ecommittee of
the Western Australian Turf Club at
one {ime.
Mv. Mitehell : That 1s so.

The PREMIER : And they have agreed
to proprietary elubs malking use of the
totalisator,

Mr. Mitehell: T objected to it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
in a Cahinet, and when he gels out of it
he objected on every oceasion to any-
thing that was transacted there.

Mr. Mitehell: You do nof get all your
own way, or anything like it, in the
Cabinet.

The PREMIER: T am somewhat sur-
prised at the remarks of the member for
Pilbara. His great objection was to the
possibility of the Colonial Treasurer giv-
ing permits, or, rather, issuing licenses lo
proprietary eclubs. He said, they ought
lo be precluded, but immediately before
he made that utterance he said he was
guite” satisfied with the contrel being in
the hands of the Western Anpstralian
Turf Club, and they ave the people who
first commenced to grant licenses or per-
mits to proprietary elubs. There can he
no objection {o the words in the Bill that
licenses may be granted in the uncon-
trolled diseretion of ihe Colonial Trea-
surer. They are necessavy to preveni any
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litigation, not that it is feared there will
be litigation, but to prevent litigation in
the event of n club making application,
and that e¢lub having complied with the
Act, and the Colonial Treasurer refusing
to grant a license. If the words, “un-
conlrolled diserction” were not there liti-
gation eould take place, and prohably
would, and the Colonial Treasurer would
be compelled to grant a license, but if
the words are in the Bill he can use bis
disereiion, and it is in couformity with
the law, Where the Colonial Treasurer
refuses to grant a license ta any club
which he thinks undesirable he cannot be
brought to book. That does not make
the Colonial Treasurer an autocrat. We
do many things more important than
that where there is unncontrolled discre-
tion, and the Colonial Treasurer is not
called an auntoerat for it. The Colonial
Treasurer 15 noil permitied o do just as
he pleases; he has to answer for it to
Parliament and to the people. But I say
the Wesiern Australian Turf Club com-
mittee is a nearer approach te an auto-
crat than the Colonial Treasurer can be
under the measure. The position to-day
is this. The Western Australian Trotting
Associalion cannot be registered by the
Weslern Australinn  Tuorf Club, their
roles will not permit it. “The law only
provides that the Western Australian
Turf Club may grant permits to elubs
registered by them. That being the
case the Western Australian Trotting
Association cannot make use of the
totalisator, yet the Trolting Associntion
hold thelr trotting meetings on a regis-
tered elub ground at Belmont Park, They
hold their race meetings there, and on
that ground is a totalisator machine, yet
while they are holding their race meei-
ings permitted by the Western Austra-
lian Turf Club under the exisiing law,
the Trotting Association cannot use the
folalisator machine.

Mr. Allen: They have used it there.
The PREMIER: The Trotting Asso-

ciation has not used it.

Mr. Allen: Oune of the ¢lubs has.

The PREMIER: There is no intention
on my part to extend the operations of
the tofalisator to other than lhe Trotting
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Association, and I gave the assurance
when I was moving the second reading of
this Bill that until suech time as Parlia-
ment has been given an opportumity to
deal with the control of racing the opera-
tions would not be extended. As to the
Western Ausiralian Turt Club, it has
many champions here, and I think it has
more influence and econtrol over mem-
bers of Parliament than I anticipated, or
T woulil not have dreamed of iniroducing
this measure,

Mr. Mitehell: Is the Premier right in
saying that?

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not aware of
what he was referring to, but be shoulid
not say that any club has control over
members, and further that such control
directs members in this House.

The PREMIER: I have no desire fo
say that, and if I have given ocifence to
any member or members I withdraw it.

The Minister for Lands: It is a mere
coincidence, that is all.

The PREMIER: The member for Sus-
sex to-night is very anxious to proteet
Parliament,

Mr, Frank Wilson: Have you, Mr,
Speaker, not asked the member to with-
draw his reference?

The PREMIER: I said I withdrew
unreservedly. 1 would like to explain to
the hon. member that he has ceased to be
Colonia] Treasurer,

Mr. Frank Wilson:
do with the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: Nothing whatever,

The PREMIER: The Colonial Trea-
surer is mentioned in the Bill, and I am
pointing ont fo the member for Sussex
thal he is not now Colonial Treasurer and
has not uncontrelled discretion, and e¢an-
not call on me to apologise whenever he
desires, 1 was pointing out that Lhe
‘Western Australian Turf Club apparently
have been able to caunse members to take
some interest in Lhis measure, more than
they were able to take in others, and it is
long since the member for York has
waxed S0 warm on any measure as he did
on this to-night. True, he waxed warm
on Federation on the occasion when he
read his leng speech. I have no objec-
tion to the proposal, if the majority of

What has that to
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the House consider it desirable, that we
should not permit licenses to be granted
to unregisiered clubs. But let me say
again that fo long as Parliament permits
unregisired races I can see no reason why
these courses should not have the same
facilities as ave given lo the others, and 1
will not support an amendment such as
that proposed. I want (o give an absclute
assurance, liowever, that every hon, mem-
ber on this side may vote withoutl the whip
eracking around his ears. I thought T
should make ihat statement hefore we
went inlo Committee.

My, Mitehell: I told yon it would be
wise.

The PREMIER: I have nothing fur-
ther to say, except that I eannot for the
life of me see any eonnection hetween the
sermon I am supposed to have preached
in a church some few Bundays ago, the
Sunday piciure show regzulations, whippet
racing, and so on, and ihe provisions in
this partienlar Bill. But may T say at
once that while T have never attended
whippel races, I have always held, and
still hold, that the nction of the previous
Governmeni in making these regulations
apply to whippet elubs alone was a most
ridienlous one.

Me, Frank Wilson:
result.

The PREMIER: A marvellous result,
and it would be interesting to hear from
the leader of the Opposition in what di-
rection it had a rvesult. The hon. member
ought to know that the only result has
heen to compel the people to bet on the
sly, just as the Licensing Aet to-day has
the marvellons vesult hon. members an-
ticipated of ecausing drinking on the sly.

Mr. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: Whippet racing has
been going on ever since, and I am backed
up in the opinion T have expressed with
regard to it by the police officers of the
Stute. The Tnspector of Police at Kal-
zoorlie pointed out to the Commissioner
of Poliee that Lhe instruetions with regard
to hetiing were clearly understood, and
wonld be complied with, but that te prose-
eute the promoters of whippet racing and
allow others to offend would place the
police in a ridieulous position. If the

It had a splendid
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previous Cabinet decided to put the bet-
ting laws into operation they should bave
put them inte operation against every in-
dividual, and not agaiust those who are
conducting whippet racing on the gold-
fields only.

AMr. Mitchell: Why did yon not do it?

The PREMIER: 1Fhy did not the
hon. member opposite do it? Why take
action against one section of the com-
munity and not the remainder? We have
no right to distinguish between one see-

tion of the community as against
any  other when we are put-
ting our laws into  operation.
If it is illeral to bhet on whippet

racing grounds it is illegal fo het at Bel-

mont or Ascot, or any other course con-
trolled by the Western Ausiralian Turf
Club; and our friends opposiie who were
so desirous of putting down the evil had
not strength to take action against the
tarf club, because when they found that
netion was going to be taken against the
turf elub they backed down from their
position,
Mr. Mitchell: I never heard of that.
The PREMIER: The Kalgoorlie peo-
ple were specially selecied by the Cabinet
in connection with the evil of betting.
Mr. George: You can put it right now.
The PREMIER: e have issued in-
structions which we have made public,
that there is to be no discrimination shown
and we have no right to diseriminate, in
connection with treatment of that kind.
If Parliament is of opinion that bet-
ting should be prohibited on any race-
course or any place, then we are prepared
as a Cabinet to put the laws inia opera-
tion, and we are not concerned whether the
opposilion will be strenuous from the
turf ¢lub or from anyone else. 1 never
considered the Western Aunstralinn Turf
Club one moment. T go further, and say
that the Seeretary of the Western Aus-
tralian Turf Club wrofe me and asked for
an interview, bat ‘T declined to grant it
until the House had had an opportunity
of dealing with the Bill. T hope that hon.
members opposite who have heen disenss-
ing and puiting the {arf club view be-
fore the Chamber will see the matter from
the point of view whether it is desirable
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that the tolalisator should be made use of
as against the bookmaker, and apparently
there is no one in favour of the latter in
this Chamber, There can be no danger in
giving the control to the Treasurer, who
is responsible to Parliament, and then
te the people, in issuing licenses at his
diseretion. Therefore, T trust the Bill
will pass in its present form.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Premier
in eharge of the Bill
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2— Definitions:
Mr. MITCHELL
ment—

moved an amend-

That in line 2 the words “except in
Section 14 any club, company or assu-
clation incorporated or otherwise” be
struck out and “TWestern Ausiralian
Trotting Association” be inserted in lieu.
The PREMIER: It was not his inten-

tion to accept the amendment. The mat-
ter had already been discussed very fully,
and he assured members that he had no
feeling in the matter. The senze of the
Committee might be obtained.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: In disenssing the
Bill ke had done what he thought was
right. The turf club had not inflnenced
him at all, and he had never had any
favour from the turf elub, and resented
the implieation of metives, The Premier
was somewhat illogieal with regard to this
amendment, He said he would decline to
make any difference hetween the various
clubs, and if Le did not accept the amend-
ment he would go back on the assurance
that he had given that the privilege of
using the totalisator would be extended
solely to the Llroiting associalion. The
Premier might inform the Committee ex-
actly where they stood.

The PREMIER: An assurance had
been given that the benefits of the Bill
would not he extended to the unregis-
tered racing clubs until Parliment had
Lhad an opportunity of dealing with the
race clubs generallv. He was prepared
to adhere to that assurance, but as had
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been pointed cut by the member for Pil-
bara this Bill was not only for the gmid-
ance of the present Treasurer but for the
Treasurer who might come after him. He
believed that if we were going to have un-
registered race clubs, they should have
" the use of the totalisator the same as the
registered clubs, and the State should
hlave the henefit of some of the profits
aeeruing from the unregistered clubs.
Therefore, hie wanied the Bill to remain
as it stooed, giving the assurance that
until legislation to deal with unregis-
teved clubs had been consideved by Par-
liament no licenses would be granted to
them.  Supposing that a Bill to deal
with racing were to bhe introduced and
in that Bill the unregistered clubs were
recognised and it was proposed to have
two conirolling bodies, then so long as
there were proper controlling bodies of
both registered and unregistered eclubs
the evils of to-day might be removed.
If such legislation were proposed it
might be thonght neeessary te allow the
unregistered elubs to use the totalisator,
and in that event the provision would he
already in the Act; buf until that time
arrived he did not intend to extend the
operation of the totalisator to the un-
registered racing cluhs.

My. FRANK WILSON: When the
legislation mentioned by the Premier

was hrought forward it would he
fime enough to seek the powers
contained in the Bill. When the
Premier brought forward legislation

affecting the unregistered raceconrses, he
could inclnde power to grant them the
use of the totalisator. The Premier was
to-day taking powers and giving a pledge
that he was going o excinde certain sec-

- tlons of the community from the benefits
of the Aect.

The Premier: Following the bad ex-
ample you set.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Two hlacks
did not make a white. The Premier
would find as he went along that he
could not do exactly as he wished in the
administrations of his laws, and that in
certain contingencies he would not he
able to be as severe as he wag this even-
ing, He wonld do well to accept an
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amendment proposed by the Opposition
side to extend the use of the totalisator
solely to the trotting association, and that
would relieve him from the unpleasant
position in which he would ofherwise
find himself. The Western Australian
Turf Club had not approached him in this
matter, but the Premier had heen ap-
pranched and if be had bheen courteous
he would iinve met the representatives of
that body in the same way as he met Mr.
Brennan on the raceconrse. He (Mr.
Wilson) had also attended one of the
trotting meetings and Mr. Brennan had
pointed out to him the pity it was that
the totalisator could not be used in econ-
neetion with trotting matches. He ob-
jected te the totalisator heing used for
the purpose of making profits for private
individuals.  The trotting association
did not intend to distribute any profits
anongst its members ; in fact, the assoe-
iation would he in the same position as
the Western Australian Turf Club in
that respect. He hoped the Premier
would be advised and accept the amend-
ment confining the operations of the RBill
to granting the use of the fotalisator o
the trotting association, which was the
Premier’s express desire.

The Fremier: The Bill is particularly
drafted not to affect the position of the
Turf Club as it is to-day. That is why
I did not see them.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
simply refused the secretary of the Turf
Club an interview.

The Premier: How often did you re-
fuse interviews to representatives of the
whippei racing eommunity ¢

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Never had he
refused an interview to anybody, and
always they had got a prompt reply.

Mr. B. J. SITUBBS: While willing to
do away altogether with unregistered
racing, yet, while unvegistered racing
was in existence he saw no reason why a
strennous effort should not he made to
aholish the hookmaker. It was to be re-
gretied that the Premier had given way
on thiz question.

Mr. Bolton: Weak.

Mr. B. J. STUBB8: The Premier had
been weak in saying that he would unt

>
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grant the use of the totalisator to any
unregistered clubs. The object to be
kept i view was the abolition of the
bookmakers from the whole of the race-
CONrses.

Alr, O'Loghlen: If you do abolish them
betting will still go on.

My, B. J. STUBBS: It was a weak ar-
gument to say that a erime eounld not be
stopped. .

Mr. O'Loghlen: Did they stop it in
Adelaide ¢

My, B. J. STUBBS: If it was not
stopped it was becauge the law was not
administered as it should be.  Race-
eourses existed for the purpose of bet-
ting, and there was not the slightest
doubt that not ove-thixd of the people
who patronised raeing nowadays wonld
go to the racecowrse if it were not for
the betting.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): If there were no betting there
wonld be no racing.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That was so, and
as it seemed impossible at the present
time fo prevent betting, members should
seek fo regulate it and that counld hest he
daone by substituting the totalisator for
the bhookmaker. If unregistered courses
were to continue they should have the
use of the totalisator the same as the
registeved clubs.  If, later, legislation
were introduced on the subject, he would
support the abholition of unnvegistered
clubs, and the further limitation of the
number of racing days even on regis-
tered courses.

Mr., GEORGE: If the member for
Subiaco was willing to support the aboli-
tion of unregistered racecourses why diil
he wot support the mmendment of the
member for Northam? And if the Pre-
mier was not going fto apply the Bill io
any other body than the trotting associn-
tion wmtil amending legislation was intro-
duced to deal with the racing clubs gener~
ally, why did he oppose the amendment?
As the Premier had stated that intention,
there could be no objection to an amend-
ment which exactly showed it. Certainly
it wonld be putting it beyond the power
of templing any future Treasurer, who

&
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might seek to raise revenue by licensing
unregistered raceconrses.

My, MITCHELL: The Premier was uun-
generous in regard to the insinuation thai
members were approached by the TWest-
ern Australian Turf Clab. No member
of the tunf elub committee had seen him,
though certainly he had interviewed the
secretary to gain some information Le
sought for in regard to rhe manner in
which people got aceess to the racecourse.
No donbt, while the Premier was Trea-
surer, unregistered clubs would not be
licensed, but the Bill permitted it. The
amendment would aceord with the Pre-
mier’s desires in this respeet, and would
relieve lnm from the possibility of litiga-
fiou.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following vesult:—

Aves .. - .. 18
‘Noes . .. .. 26
Majority against .. 8

AYES.
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. Broun Mr. A. E. Plesse
Mr. Carpenter Mr. A, N. Plesse
Mr, George Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Harper Mr. Taylor
Mr. Lefroey Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lewis Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mitcheil Mr. Leyman
(Teller).
NOESB

Mr. Angwin 1 Mr. Lanoder
Mr. Bath | Ar. McDowall
Mr. Bolton | Mr. Mullan y
Mr. Colller f Mr. Munsie
Mr. Dooley : Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Dwyer ‘ Mr. Prlce
Mr. Foley i Mr. Becaddan
Mr. Gardiner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gill ' Mr. Swan
Mr. Green ! Mr, Thomas
Mr. Hudson Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johneon Mr, Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Heitmenn

I (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanze put and passed.
Clause 3—Totalisator licenses:

Alr. MONGER moved an amendment—

That in line 2 after “clubs” the words
“duly registered by the Western Aus-
traliun Turf Club” be inserted.
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The opportunity eould be taken for thank-
ing the Premier for the unfair inference
that he (Mr. Monger) was in any way
influenced by the Western Australian
Turf Club. He had not been interviewed
by any member of the commiitee of the
turf club.  The Premier accused hon
mewbers of the Qpposition

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member
shonld have risen at the time and taken
exception.

Mr. MONGER: The opportunity could
not be allowed to pass without letting the
Premier know the appreciation members
had of the remarks referred to. The
amendment would prevent unvegistered
clubs from heing licensed.

Mr. DWYER: The effect of the amend-
ment was really {o reduce the law into
ils present condition. Would the Chair-
man give his rnling as to whether it was
in order in view of the amendmeni which
had been previously moved?

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
was in order. It would allow the Tren-
surer to issne licenses.

Mr. DWYER: The Western Austra-
lian Turf Club in its eonstitution could
not possibly register the trotting asso-
cintion. Any club registered by the twnf
club was allowed to use the totalisator,
and the amendment proposed te again
confer that right. The trotting associa-
tion was not registered by the tuvf cluab.
The objection we might have had to the
Bill disappeared after the assurance the
Premier had given that he would intro-
dnce a comprehensive measure next ses-
sion. All the elubs duly rvegistered and
licensed would come under the provisions
of this Bill, and it would be found a very
useful measure to have. The amendment
of the member for York would leave mai-
ters as they were hefore, in¢luding the
destroving of the vight of the trotting
association to use the totalisator because
the turf club eonld nof register them.

Mr. GEORGE: At the present time it
was the turf elub that conld issue licenses,
and under the Bill it would be the Trea-
surer who would issue them,

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no justifica-
tion for the amendment. The Committve
had decided the question on the previous
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clause 50 Tar as the {rotting asseciation
was concerned. and the further amend-
ment on this matter could really not be
diseussed. The turf elub already had the
power, and why say, “We shall allow you
io continue to have it.” If the Com-
mittee carried the amendment ihe tuvf
¢lub would have no power to granl
licenses to Lhe trofiing association, sn
that the cardinal features of the Bill
would be lost.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. MONGER moved a further amend-
ment—
That in line 2 the word “clubs” be
struck out and “IV.A. Trofting Asso-
ciation”™ be inserted in lieu.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
was out of order. The hon. member had
already moved an amendment after the
word “clubs'” and he eould nat go back.

. Mr. B, J. STUBBS moved a further
amendment—

That the following stand as Sub-
clause 4:—“Provided that all profils
aceruing to any club from the use of
the totalisator shall be expended in the
increasing of stakes or improvements
io the racecourse™

Every hon. member would be in favour
of the amendment becanse they recognised
that where any proprietary club had the
use of the totalisator the profits derived
from it should go towards improving the
convenience of patrons and increasing
the stakes to encourage the improvement
of the breed of horses.

Mr. DWYER: Was the hon. member
moving the amendment in conjuetion witi
the definition of the word “eluhs,” The
definition of “clubs” was, all clubs excepi
the Western Australian Turf Club, or a
hody registered under the Western Aus-
tralian Twrf Club, The eftect of the
amendment would be that all clubs, ex-
cept the turf club and those clubs regis-
tered by that body, would have to use the
funds only in the way the hon. membher
mentioned. All the clubs registered by
the Western Austvalian Turf Clab couid,
under the amendment, do as they pleased
with their profits.
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Mr. Bolton: It is an absurd amendment.
Why not wait uniil the comprehensive
measure 15 introdueed?

Mr. DWYER: Who was to get the
balance sheet of these clubs fo aseertain
what profits they had made? It was a
sort of pious wish of the member for
Subiaco and it seemed rather impractie-
able.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: The elubs
using thé lofalisator now had fo make
returns for the Taxation Department.

Mr. Dwyer: The veturns to the Commis-
signer of Taxation are confidential,

Mr. FRANK WILSON did not think
s0. The piineiple the hon, member was
aiming at was a good one,

Mr. Dwyer: It could be done by way
of a separate clause.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It would be
an easier matter 1o report progress and
have a new clanse drafted,

Mr, Dwyer: Why not wait for the com-
prehensive measure?

Mr. FRANK WILSQON: Thy leave
evervthing until next session? Why should
there be a bad Bill passed into law be-
eanse something better had been promised
for next session?

My, Dwyer: We already had to patel
up 2 lot of bad work of the past Gov-
ernment.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The hon,
member never patehed up any bad work
of the present Government.

Mr, Dwyer: I helped to do so.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Never. The
meuther  for Subiaco believed in the

principle, and so did he (Mr. Wilson)
that the clubs should not expend the
profits made out of the totalisator for
iheir own personal henefit. If members
opposite agreed with the prineiple it
would be 2 simple matter to have the
clange redvafied. He would support the
amendment,

Mr. MITCHELL: The provision should
apply only to proprietary clubs, becanse
in the case of clubs registered with the
Western Australian Turf Club the whole
of the funds were expended either in
stakes or on the grounds. Therefore he
hoped that if ihe amendment were agreed
to it would be made lo apply only to pro-
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prietary elubs, for there was no reason af
all why the ordinary race clubs should he
put to the bother of making the necessary
returns.

My, BOLTOX: The Premier had made
it pretty elear that he desired to lessen the
hookmakers and increase the facilities for
the usze of the totalisator. The amend-
ment would tentd to abolish the totalisator
on proprietary courses because of its
harrassing conditions. Every bookmaker
had to pay a license fee for the day, and
naturally enongh if the amendnment were
carried the proprietary clubs would dis-
pense with the totalisator and issne an
increazed number of licenses to book-
makers. He hoped the hon. member
would not press the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Bill was only the beginning of the put-
ting info practice of something whieh hon.
members professed to desire, but which
when put before them they bitterly op-
posed, namely, the control, by represenia-
lives of the peopie, throngh the totalisator,
of betting on racecourses. Ie hoped the
member for Subiaco would not press the
amendment,

My, FRANK WILSON : Tt was vot
right to say that the Opposition had been
bitterly opposing the Bill beeause it pro-
posed to legalise ihe tolalisator.  The
Premier had said he did not propose fo
license the totalisator for any but the
trotting  assoeiation,  notwithstanding
which power was being taken to extend
the totalisator to any other course. The
Opposition had suegested that the Pre-
mier should leave the further powers he
was taking antil such time as he dealt
with the whole question in a comprehen-
sive measure, and in Lthe meantime 1o take
power merely fo license the trotting asso-
ciation to use the totalizator. It was be-
cause it had heen taken so mueh further
than was intended that opposition was
being shown to the Bill. Certainly theve
might be some difficulty in earrying out
the purpori of the amendment, but thai
could be overcome by redrafting, What
the Opposition desired was to restriet
betting, which everybody agreed conld not
he ahsolutely abolished. The Premier
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shonld refrain from taking the wider
powers he proposed to take uniil sueh
time as he hrought down the promised
comprehensive measure.

The Minister for Lands: It will sim-
plify matters later if he take the wider
POWers now,

Mr, FRANK WILSON: That was
gearcely so. If the Premier would he
content merely to issue a license to the
Western Australian Turf Club to use the
totalisator, all opposition to the passage
of the amendment wonld be withdrawn,
1Te hoped the member for Subiaco would
press his amendment. If the principle
were aflirmed further amendments could
be drafted for ecavrying mmto effect the
-object of the present amendment,

Mr.B.J. STUBBS: The intention of the
amendment was a thoroughly zood one,
but after having heard the varions argn-
ments he believed that the amendment
might have the effect of defeating the
object he had in view. He believed the
argument put forward by the member for
South Fremantle was a fairly sound one
and in view of this be would ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment pot and a division called
for.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Was the Chairman
not aware thiat he had asked permission
‘to withdraw the amendment?

- The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
eonld not withdraw the amendment now
that a division had been called for.

Me. GEORGE: Could not the vote of
the member for Subiaco be claimed by
‘those supporting the amendment? The
member for Subiaco was actually voting
againsi his own amendment.

Division token with the following re-
salt :—

Aves .. .. .. 13
Noes .. .. ..o 24
Majority against Lo 11
Aves,
Mr. Allen Mr, A. E. Piessc
Mr. George Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr, Layman Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lewis Mr. Wisdom
Mr, Male “ Mr. Swan
Mr. Monger . (Teller).

£33
NoEes.
Mr. Angwin Me. Mitchell
Mr. Bath Mr, Mullaay
Mr. Bolton Mr. Munsle
Mr, Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Dooley Mr. Prlce
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Alr. Gardiner Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gill Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johnson Alr. Walker
Mr. Johnpston Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Lander (Teller).
Mr. McDowall

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauge d—agreed to.

Clause 5—Application for licenses:

My, MITCHELL: What amount did
the Treasurer propose to charge by way
of fee? The Goverument already col-
lected a large amount from the totalisa-
tor, and the fee should be as small as
possible. Tt was a matter of importance
to many of the country clubs to know
what fee the Government proposed to
charge.

The MINISTER: FOR LANDS: The
Treasurer had not determined on the
amount of the license fee; that would be
fixed by regulation, but as the regulations
had to be laid on the Table, if members
thounght the fees were exorbitant they
eonld review them.

Mr, MITCHELL: The Government
should know their intentions in submit-
ting & Bill of this character. The Gov-
ernment already received 214 per cent.
of the 10 per cent. collected by the clubs
in connection with the toialisator, and he
would protest if it was proposed to make
more than a nominal charge under this
Bill. It would be unsatisfactory to deal
with the matter after the regulations had
been made, when, perhaps, some of the
licenses had been taken out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
memher for Northam conld rest assured
that the fee would not be an unjust one.
The hon. memher was asking for infor-
mation in recard to the amount, such as
was not given in other measuves where the
fees were prescribed by regulations,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 to 14—agreed to,
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Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) in
moving the second reading said: This
measwre will require very few remarks
from me, except to explain that the Bill
provides for the insertion of a clause in
the Parliamentary Allowances Act of
1011, similar to the section which was
dropped by the previous Administration,
when they passed that measnre, We
have always held, and still hold, that
members were not aequainted with the
intentions of that Bill when they per-
mitted it to pass in the form in which it
was placed on the statute-book.

Mr, Frank Wilson: Absolutely,

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Of course vou did.

The PREMIER: T assert again that
the Government took the opportunmity of
using their position so that members had
either to aceept the Bill as thexr found it,
or else lose that for which they had been
fighting for a number of years.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Does the Premier
say that he did not know what wasg in
the Bill?

The PREMIER: No, I did not know.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Oh!

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition wases warm. Let me repeat
what I have said previously, that neither
the ex-Premier nor the ex-Minister for
Lands. when they consulted me in ae-
cordance with the promise thev made,
that they would consult me as leader of
the Opposition in regard to the Bill
when it was being drafted

Mr. Frank Wilson: T never promised
to conmult you in regard to the drafting
of the Bill

The PREMIER: When the resolution
was carried in 1910 in regard fo the in-
crease of members’ salaries, the then Pre-
mier told the House that he wonld con-
sult with the leader of the Opposition
when the Bill was being drafted.
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Mr. Frank Wilson: I did tell you what
was in the Bill.

The PREMIER: The leader of tle
then Government did consult with me in
regard to the malfer, but in the uswoal
manner of consulting with the leader of
the Opposition—by tfelling him what he
intended (o do, wiih the exception that
he never told me that he proposed to drop
the elause in ibe previous Parliamentary
Allowances Act, so that Ministers might
draw salovies as members in addition to
the Ministerial salaries.

Mr, Frank Wilson: I did.

The PREMIER : He did not.

My, Frank Wilson: I say I did.

The PREMIER: And I say that the
ex-Premier did not mention it to me, and
I szay that the ex-Minister for Lands,
when lhe consulted with me, did not men-
tion that provision of the Bill to me, and
no member on the Opposition side knew
at rthat time anything about it until the
present Minister for Lands drew atten-
tion to it, when the Bill had proceeded a
fair way on the second reading.

Mr. George: TWhat about the refer-
ences of the Premier in introducing the
Bill.

The PREMIER: I was not in the
Chamber at the time, but I believe that
the then Premier made no reference to
it, and it was the present Minister for
Lands whe first drew onr attention to it
I sav that the then Government were
taking advantage of the position, that
members had pledged themselves to an
inerease of the csalaries of mewbers, to
incrense their own Ministerial salavies,
notwithstanding that they had pledged
themselves to the conntry to reduce their
salavies.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
sort.

The PREMTER: What is the use of
ex-Premier denying that the Govern-
ment——

My, Frank Wilson: I say that we did
not use our position to forece this through
the Chamber.

The PREMIER: Members were forced
into the position of aceepting this, or
else the Government would have dropped
the Rill. Mareover. the country had not

Nothing of the
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wiven the Government or Parliament a
mandate to increase the salaries of Min-
isters,

Mr. Frank Wilson: The couniry did
not give you a mandate {o increase your
own salaries,

The PREMIER: No, but we took the
responsibility and the country has en-
dorsed it. Moreover every member then
sitting in opposition was pledged to an
increase of members’ salavies whenever

an opportunity presented itself. Now let -

mae say further that we accept the posi-
tion that the country did not give any
mandate to the previens Adminisiration
to increase Ministers’ salavies, and we
have not had any mandate to continue to
accept the increazed salavies, and, there-
fore, we are now submitting an amend-
ment to prevent Ministers from drawing
salaries as members in addition to their
salaries as Ministers.

Mr, George: Very creditable, indeed.

The PREMIER: I do not know that
there is anything very creditable about it,
but having objected during the general
elections to the increase of Ministerial
salaries, we now take the first opportunity
of asking Parliament to reduce them. In
regard to the other clanses in the Bill,
there was no question ever raised that
the Speaker or the Chairman of Com-
mittees in the Lerislative Assembly, or
the President, or the Chairman of Com-
mittees in the Legislative Couneil, shonld
teceive a  salary greater than the
amount previously provided hy special
Act, and I do not think there has been
any mandate from the people at the last
general elections.

Mr. Bolton: Why shounld they be
speeially exempted from the increase?

The PREMIER: They are not. The
position is just this, T want to fell the
member for South Fremantle——

Mr. Bolton:

The PREMIER: Well not the hon.
member partieularly but the public gen-
erally—there is no comparison between
the work and responsibilities of the
Speaker and President and Chairmen of
Committees and those of Ministers of the

Why me?
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Crown. There is not the same call upon
them in their positions; and te ask Min-
isters of the Crown io take the respon-
sibilities they have at the salary they get,
and at the same time to bring the Speaker
to practieally the same amount, is an ab-
snydity. .

Mr, Bolton: What do you mean by
“the same amonnt”? The Minister gets
£1,000 and the Chairmen of Committees
zel £500.

The PREMIER: The Speaker gefs
£700, and under the present proposal it
will be £600, as provided previously.
There was never any desire on the part of
members; there was not a member in the
Chamber that I know of, including the
member for Seuth Fremantle, that raised
his voice in favour of an increase to the
Speaker.

Mr. Frank Wilson: They never ob-
Jected. :

Mr. Bolton: T expected he would natur-
ally get the inerease provided for other
members.

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The PREMIER: I did not hear it
whispered by any hon. member that ihe
salaries received by these respective gen-
tlemen should be increased.

Mr. Bollon: With other mewbers.

The PREMIER: I am not making any
complaint, If the member for South Fre-
mantle, and other members, consider the,
salaries are not in eenformity with the
duties these gentlemen perform, I shall
not object to any amendments; but I am
woing to he consistent and say that I know
of no memher on either side of the Honse
that went to the public and told them he
was endeavouring to see an increase to
these salaries.

Mr. Bolten: With other members,

The PREMIER: I am saying what
the public avthorised members of Parlia-
ment to do, to inerease the salaries of
members, but I never heard at any time
mention of an increase to Ministers’ sala-
ries, or to the salaries of officials of the
House; and T hold we would not be con-
sistent as a Ministry in reducing Minis-
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ters’ salaries because the people did not
endorse the increase if we did not at the
same time make an effort in this measure
for a reduction of the salaries of the
Speaker and President and Chairmen of
(‘ommitiees. I still hold the opinion that
we are justified in bringing down these
reductions as well as the others, and 1
therefore move—

That the Bill be now read a second

fime,

My. FRANK WILSON: 1 move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following vesult:—

Ayes .. .. .. 16
Noes .. .. .o 26
Majority against .. 10
AYES,
Mr. Allen Mr. Male
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Monger
Mr. Dooley Mr. A. E. Piesse
Mr, George Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Willson
Mr. Holman Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Layman
(Teller).
Nogs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collter Mr. Munsie
Mr. Dwyer Mr. O'Loghlep
Mr. Foley Mr. Prlce
Mr. Gardlner Mr. Scaddan
Mr. G Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr. Taylor
Mr. Hudron AMr. Thomas
Mr. Johnoson Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander Mr. Walker
Mr. Lewis Mr. Heltmann
(Teiler).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. FRANEK WILSOXN (Sussex): The
Premier in moving the seeond reading,
has, I mainlain, gone out of his way to
make a most eowardly and offensive at-
tack upon myself and my collengnes of
the late Administration. TFle has not the
wanliness 1o stand up in the House and
own up that he was a party ie the pass-
ing of the measure as it existz to-day.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Ar. Price: Is the leader of the Opposi-
tion in order in referring to any member
as cowardly?

Mr. SPEAKER: The term is not in
order.

AMr. FRANK WILSON: 1 referred to
a cowardly attack. Hon. members on the
Government side lhave used that expres-
sion on scores of oecasions.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Lon. member
ean make use of the term “cowardly at-
tack.”

Mr. PFRANK WILSOXN: T hope the
member for Albany is satisfied.

The Premier: The hon. member is
making a cowardly reply.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
had not the manliness to own unp to his
being a party to the passing of the mea-
sure, and to knowing what it contained.
Playing to the gallery as usual, he takes
up the attitude that the Bill went through
last zession and he was nof conversani
with its conients. Even if I could not
prove that to he wrong by IHansard, hon.
members on this side of the House would
nof helieve that the then leader of the
Opposition did not know what was n a
measure of this deseription which he was
so anxious to see passed himself. The
Premiersays he bad no knowledze of the
intention of the then Government, and
further makes the charge that I used icy
position to foree an inerease of Minis-
terial salaries.

The Premier: I said you nsed the posi-
tion hon. memhers were in.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: T took a note
down at the time that the Premier used
the words that I used my position to
force an inerease 0f Ministerial salaries,
T emphaiically deny both of these charges.
I am going io prove to the HHouse, before
I sit down, that there is no ground for
any such suusgeslion, and that if the Pre-
niier did not have knowledge of what was
in the Bill, then he has only himself to
blame. but 1 am going to prove that he
had a knowledge of what was in the mea-
sure, and knew full well Lhai Ministerial
salaries were to be inereased, together with
those of the Speaker, the President of the
Legislalive Conmeil, and the two Chair-
men of Committees. The question first
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came np in October on a motion by the
member for Pilbara, the present member,
who nioved—*That in the opinion of this
Hounse it is desirable that members’ sala-
ries be increased from £200 to £300 per
year, such increase to have effect as
from the commencement of the pre-
sent finaneial year.” ‘That motion was
submiited in due couse by a short
speech of the hon. member, and if
was replied to by myself. I pointed out
that I would like to bave further time to
inquire into the suggestion, and that I
hoped the hon. member would not press
his motiou to a division that night. I
acknowledged that T had always been op-
posed to the payment of members, but
went on to say that it was an undonbted
prineiple tiat had been adopted right
ihroughout the Comonwealth, and that as
we had adepted the principle—I am not
using the exaet words but 1 shall guote
ithem now—

If we are to pay members, as we du
in this Assembly and have done for
many vears past, I am not one to ad-
vocate a starvation wage. I believe
in members being paid an adequate
remuneration for their services. I say
-also that Ministers should be paid an
adequate remuneration, I do not econ-
-sider they get anything like a reward
for the hard work they have to do and
for the long hours they have to work,
and also for the severe criticism they
are subjected to from time to time by
members of the Opposition. There is
another aspect of this question I have
‘been thinking about considerably for
the last few months, that is, that the
‘leader of the Opposition should re-
ceive some extra remuneration. It is
an important post be fills. He has,
during the session of Parliament at
any rate, very long hours to work and
very arduons labours to perform, ings-
‘mnch as he has to eritieise nearly every
measure that comes before the Honse,
~whereas we have a nomber of Minis-
ters to make a study of these measures
-and we can distribate the work among
wany. Altogaether T feel that if we
are to take this step, first of all it
‘shonld not be made retrospective.
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Then the present Attorney General in-
terjected, “Why not?’ and 1 went on to
say—

T think at any rate, if any sfep is

taken it should be for the next financial

year, if not from the beginning of the
new Parliament, in order that immedi-
ately afterwards we may appeal to the
conntry to get the endorsement of the
electors. I wounld prefer it to date
from the beginning of the new Parlia-
ment,
Then I made some further remarks, but
that is about the gist of what I said with
reference to NMinisters’ salaries, the in-
creases to ordinary members, and the in-
crease to the leader of the Opposition.
Strange to say, right thronghout the sub-
secuent debate in which the present At-
torney General took part, and in which
the member for Murray also took part,
and several other members, including the
members for Brown Hill, Mount Mar-
garet, Perth, East Perth, West Pertl,
Swan, and Roebourne, although the pre-
sent Premier was in the House, T do not
see that he made a speech. He was cer-
tainly in the Flouse because he interjected
during the whole of that debate, and
there was mever the slightest objection
taken to the suggestion that Ministers
should have inereases to their salaries.

The Minister for Lands: Was any ref-
erence made by those other members?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Not the
slightest reference,

The Minister for Lands: It was never
taken seriousty,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And wet the
hon, member took the reference to the
leader of the Opposition serionsly.

The Minister for Lands: If vou will
read the speeches which follow von will
see that the matter of the leader of the
Opnposition is referred to,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Af any rafe,
the hon. member was the only member
who referred to the leader of the Opposi-
tion,

The Minister for Lands:
leader then.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: I am point-
ing out that I made equally pertinent
references to the question of Ministerial

I was not
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salaries, and if the hon. member opposed
it and thought it was wrong he shounld
have referred to it.

Mr. Mitehell: Did it not come back
from the Upper House after debate
there?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes. This
was in QOctober, 1910. The present At-
torney General took great exception to
hion. wembers wishing o postpone the
date upon which the inerease ought to
come into operation, and he also took ex-
ception to anyone suggesiing that the elee-
tors throughout the State should be cou-
sulted, because, I think it was on an
amendient by the then member for Swan
that a referendum should be taken, that
the Attorney General became indignant
af the idea.

The Attorney General:
already done it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member said that members of his party
had mentioned it on the hnsfings, and
that the Labour Congress had decided that
the salaries of wembers should be raised
to £400, and he took strong exception to
£300. His remarks were—

What arve the first prmclples of the

Labour party; they are that a man

shall receive the full payment he is

deserving of.
And then he went on to say that wp had
to be just to onrselves, and he quoted
those well-known lines—

I said we had

To thine own self be true;
And it must follow, as the mght the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any mauo.

I outhined in my speech the intentions of
the Government. I said just as much on
the question of Ministerial salaries as I
did on the question of the salary of the
leader of the Opposition. Hon. members,
some of them on the Opposition at that
time, took up the question of the leader
of the Opposition’s salary, but refrained
from mentioning or stating anything with
regard to the proposal to increase the
Ministerial salaries. If a man allows a
matter of that sort to go by default then
he acquiesces, Let me go a little further,
and in passing let me say at once that T
am not opposed to this Bill; do not let
lion. members think that T am making

[ASSEMBLY.]

this speech with the objeet of blocking
the passage of the Bill. I believe in
man being paid according to his value—
the Attorney General's own words—and
I am not going to dispute for one mo-
ment the value hon. members opposite
sef upon themselves. I believe what thev

propose is quite snfficient for the
present oceupants of the Treasnry
Benches, When I have the honour
to agnin oceupy a seat on that

beneh, and the opportunity will come

again very shortly, I shall take eare
that the salary is adequate for my
services, Let me =say that I dis-
tinetly told the leader of the Op-

position  every provision of the Bill,
as I promised the House I would do
at that time. T do not know that my eol-
league, the member for Northam, ever
had a conference with the hon. member;
Le certainly had a conversation.

The Premier: That is all yon ever had.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: T stated what
I intended to put into the Bill.

The Premier: You did nothing of the:
kind.

Mr. FRANK WILSON:
to use any harsh words.

The Premier: Say what von feel in--
clined to =ay; do not keep anything up
your sleeve.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I will say any--
thing that I think is right, and whieh will’
he within the Standing Orders of this
House; the hon. member veed not be
afraid about that. I will tell him that he
has made a wrong statement to-night, and
I will prove it out of Hansard. No mat-
ter what went before in October, we will
pass that by for the moment. Let us now
eonsider whal was said when I introdnced
this measure on its second reading, and
when it was explained folly. The Premier
wonld have us helieve to-night that I did
not explain, and purposely left out or re-
frained from explaining, that this mea-
sure ineluded an advance of Ministers’
salaries; at least, that is the interpreta-
tion everyone must put upon his words.
These are the words that T used in mov-
ing the second reading of this measure.
T wi!l omit the introductery paragraphs,
and come viglt down to the guestion of’

I do not want
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Ministerial salaries. Talking about mem-
hers’ salaries, after mentioning that pay-
nment of members would be an accomplish-
ed fact in the House of Commons at no
distant date, I went on to say—

Admitting that position, I often have
to ask myself as to whether we are pay-
ing members a reasonable salary for
their services; and I feel that we eom-
mand work from members in this House
at any rate of onr Legistature, which is
strennons in the extreme. Af any rate
during the last three or four months it
has been strenuous so far as members
on the Government side are concerned,
and I believe that members on the Op-
position side have made it very stren-
nous for themselves.

Then T went on to point out—
T have provided in this measnre that
for the new Parliament at any rate, be-
cauge I do not approve of voling mem-
bers an addition to our salaries, and see-
ing we are to have a general election
within a few months' time, ordinavy
members in the Legislative Assembly
shall receive £300 per annum. In addi-
tion to that T have considered very care-
fully the position of the leader of the
Oppesition; and, recognising the stren-
aons work he has nndoubtedly to per-
form and the continnons attention he
has to give to public business—because
through his hands pass all the measnres
that emanate from half a dozen Minis-
ters—of eourse I do not for a moment
sugzest that he, or any other leader of
the Opposition eould go into the whole
details of the Aects as Ministers have to
do that ave put thrvough this Chamber
and another place,. still at any rate he
needs to have a fairly aceurate know-
ledge of what is going on in order that
Tte may fill the role of critie, and in or-
«ler that he may make suggesiions and
wenerally lead his party in a wholesome
criticism of the measures that are put
hefore the Hounse for their approval—
recognising this, as I say, I must admit
that the leader of the Opposition is not
adequately remunerated at the ovdinary
salary of a member of Parliament; and
I have provided in this Biil that, in ad-
dition to the ordinary salary of £300

839

per year, he shall receive extra remuner-

ation to the extent of £200 a year, giv-

ing him a salary of £500 a vear. Then
we have puf in a clause in which we
have looked after Alinisters of the

Crown also, and we provide that Min-

isters shall in addition to their salavies

be able to draw their salaries as mem-
bers.

The Premier:
clavse in.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I amended the
original Aet by striking out certain words.
I went on to say——

This will increase their salaries by the

amount of £300 per annum which they

will draw after this Bill passes.
Can theve he anything plainer than those
words, and yet the Premier will have ns be-
lieve that the Rill slipped through with-
out any reference to the matter and that
he was unawarve of it. The thing is pre-
posterons. Then T went on to explain the
severa] items of the Bill, and I said——

It is providedin Clause 3 that the Chair-

man of Committees in the Assembly and

the Council shall each receive an allow-
ance of £500 per annum,

Mr, Bolton: That was an advance of
£100, and it was a perfectly legitimate
advance,

Mr, FRANIKX WILSON:
cluded as follows:—

These briefly are the clauses of the

measuve, 3 Bill which T think will ve-

ceive the approval of the majorvity of

members of this Chamber, and also I

hope of another place.
I went on to say—

I have no party coneern in it. My eol-

leagues agree with mwe that it is a rea-

gonable proposition te put before the

Assembly, and I leave the measure in

the hands of the House to deal with it

as they may deem best according to

their conscience.
Ave these the words of a man who wished
fo smuggle a Bill of this importance
through the Charuber? Are they the words
of a man who was using his posilion to
foree an increase of his own salary and
the salaries of his colleagues, ov ave they
the words of one who left the whole issne
in the hands of hon. members to decide

You did not put the

Yes. I con-
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for or againsi, according to their con-
sciences? Then the leader of the Opposi-
tion got np and made his speech also in
connection with the measure and, refer-
ring to the salary of the leader of the Op-
position, in whieli at the time he was io-
terested, he said—
T would like to say to that, so far as
the position I oecupy is concerned, I
regret very rmuch I cannot make the
salary of the leader of the Opposition
refrospective for the past five years.
The Premier will recognise it will not
apply fo me. Every member will agree
that there has been no peorson, irrespec-
tive of who has held the position of
leader of the Opposition, who has ap-
plied himself more closely to his duties
as leader of the Qpposition, while not
actually obiaining a majority of the
electors, but yet vepresenting a party
almost equal to that ocenpying the
Treasury bencheg, than did the ex-
leader of the Oppesition (Mr. Bath).
We all agreed with that, but of course we
could not make it relrospective. Then the
leader of the QOpposition went on to say—
The responsibiliiy for making the in-
crease will rvest with members of this
Parliament, and having accepted the re-
sponsibility T contend we are justified
in asking that the inerease should ap-
ply to members of this Parliament as
well as the members of the next Parlia-
ment.
Tmmediately afterwards he said:

We have already decided, on the 19th
of October last, that we are not ad-
equately paid for the services we ren-
der, and it is not asking too much to
say that the increase should apply three
mounths later than this decision, namely
from the 1st January.
Not only was I wvery explicit. as T
pointed out here, in explaining exactly
what the Government intended to do,
but a similar explanation was given in
another place. The then Colonial Seere-
tary, in introducing the Bill in that
House, said—

This measure makes provision that
payment of a member shall not cease
beeause a member becomes a Min-
ister. This power exists in the Fed-
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eral Parltament. The Minister ean

draw his salary as a private member

as well as that of 2 member of the

Executive.
Is there anything stronger that I could
quote ?

The Premicr: Where was that ¢

Mr. FRANK WILSON: In another
place.

The Premier: After it had left us ¢

Mr. FRANK WILSON: But it came
back to us with that provision made.
and we accepled it. The point I want
to make is that the Premier poses hLere
as baving had no knowledge of what we
intended to do. I have proved to him
that T mentioned it in October and I
have proved to him that the mention in
similar terms of the salary of the leader
of the Opposition was taken seriously by
his colleagues although not mentioned by
himself. T proved to him that even if
he were not aware in the month of Oe-
tober, still when the seecond reading of
the Bill was introduced, which is the
time when a Minister fully explains the
details of proposed legislation, I explie-
itly explained every clause in the Bill
and what its effeets would be, peinting
out that Ministers wounld receive the
exira £300 per annum ; and although
the hon. member took mueh longer to
diseuss the second reading of the
measure on the same day I introduced 1t,
he did not take the slightest exception
to any elause in the Bill. IIis only eon-
cern was to see that the Bill passed,
and to make it retrospeetive to the 1st
January. Now, am I not entitled to
elaim that he acquiesced in every elause
of the measure ? If hon. members will
treat the thing from a fair standpoint
they will certainly agree that when a
responsible member of the House, such
as the leader of the Opposition, in dis-
cussing a measure allows a statement
by the Premier that Minister’s salaries
are to be inereased to go by without men-
tion, it is idle for him to come here now
and complain that he was hoodwinked,
and that the measure was passed through
with ulterior motives. I reject with the
scorn it deserves the insinuation that 1
used my position to foree the measure
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through with the ¢ne purpose of inereus-
ing my own and my colleagues salaries.
The words belie the hon. member who
uses them, and T stoutly and emphatie-
ally give the refatation to the foul
slander the Premier would have the
House accept in regard to myself and my
colleagues.

Mr. SPEAKER: That langnage is not
in order.

Mr., FRANK WILSOX: I de not
know ; I think it is used in many other
Houses of Parliament,

The Premier: Chair! Chair!

Mr, SPEAKER: T am not inclined to
followw slavishly the words which are
talken exception to in the British House
of Commons, as set out in the list I have
before me, hut my own common sense
leads me to pick out words which to my
mind are not words which shall he used
in the Chamber ; and, wiih all due de-
ference to the leader of the Opposition,
I think the words ‘‘foul slander’’ should
not be used in the Chamber.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: In deference
to your ruling, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw
the words ‘‘foul slander™ and say base
insinuation, or base charge, charge which
has no foundation in faet, and which,
certainly, the hon. immember himself must
reengnise is a wrong charge to make
against anybody on either side of the
House. I do not desire to labour the
question further ; I simply want to
clear the imputation cast upon me and
my colleagues that I used my responsible
position in such a way. I left the matter
of the Bill to the conscience of members.
I cared not whether or not the Bill was
carried, as I proved by the expressions
used when introducing the measure.
Every member of the then House had
equal opporiunity of knowing exactly
what was in the Bill. T did noi leave it
to the reading of the clanses. I explain-
ed it in explicit words. For the Premier
to come here to-night and say that he
was hoodwinked is idle, heeanse no mem-
ber can accept such a statemeunt. Let
me say in eonclusion that I do not in-
tend to oppose the Bill, at any rate so
far as reduction in Ministerial salaries
is concerned.

841

Mr. Price: Be consistent.

Mr. FRANK WLSON: I am consistent,
absolutely. 1 believe with the Attorney
General in the great principle of the La-
bour party that a man sbould be paid
according lo what he deserves. I am not
roing to dispute the value which hon.
members opposite place upon their ser-
viees o Western Australia, or the value
the Premier puls upon his own services.

Mr, Heitmann: The eleetors put a
fairly correct valne on your services.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No, but the
electors have done that to the party the
hon. member belongs to, and they will
do it again. The pendulum will assuredly
swing, and the {ime will come when I and
my eolleagues shall again 1l those posi-
tions; and then, I can assure the House,
I will see that the true value is placed
upon the services of myself and my col-
leaguea, .

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I
have pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the measure., At the .same
time, may I express my sorrow that I
have to do so. Certainly one who has
belonged to the party I belong to, and
read the speeches of its members during
the last eampaign, cannot help support-
ing this measure brought down by the
Premier. There is no doubt that a very
large number of members of this party
made a great deal of capital on the plat-
form out of the increase of Ministerial
salaries.

Mr. Frank Wilson: And very wrongly.

Me. TAYLOR: I am wholly exempt;
my electors never interrogated me on the
point, and it was never mentioned. So
far as T am personally eoncerned I am
free in that partienlar to act as I choose,
but after reading the speeches against the
increase of Ministerial salaries made by
my friends on this side of the House, we
must, if we are honest in those pledges,
bring down a Bill for the reduction of
the salaries.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Yon ean do that
without making acensations.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier will have
to answer for his own accusations—I
made none; but I am sorry ihat attitnde
was taken up by the Labour party during
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the campaign for this reason: I am not
going to stand in this House to-night and
say I was not aware that Ministers were
going to receive, under the Bill brought
forward last session, their Parliamentiary
salary in addition to their Ministerial
salary, because the very title of the Bill is
sufficient for hon. members to see that.
The second clause in the Bill states, “The
Payment of Members Act, 1900, is here-
by repealed,” and there are only four
short clanses in the repealed Aect, and not
any of these clauses have any subelauses
atiached to them. Section 4 in the 1900
Act says—

No member whilst in receipt out of
the Consolidated Revenue of any official
salary or annual sum shall be entitled
to receive any sueh payment as afore-
_satd, exeept in so far as snch payment
may exceed the amount of such offieial
salary or annunal snm,

That Aet was repealed, and hon. mem-
hers must have known if they had followed
the -debate and listened to the then Pre-
mier when introducing the Bill and dis-
cussing it, that the measure provided for
Ministers veceiving their TParliamentary
salary in addition to the Ministerial sal-
ary, I was perfectly aware of it, and I
was of opivion until I read the speeches
delivered on the hustings that all the other
members on the Opposition side were
aware of it too. On account of that atti-
tude I am supporting the reduleion, and
I am glad that T have an opportunity of
speaking in regard to the Ael which pro-
vides for the payment of members’ sal-
aries, beeause I intend, while supporting
the second reading of this Bill, o move
the following amendment when we yveach
Conmmittee—"“New clause: Paragraph (a)
of Seetion 3 of the prineipal Act is here-
by amended by the omission of the word
‘three’ and the insertion of the word ‘two’
in lien thereof” If hon. members will
read the section of the Aet they will see
that it reads as follows:—"Iiach member
of the Legislative Assembly shall receive
an allowance at the raie of £300 a year”
I am compelled, as a private member, to
move for the reduction, bheeause I cannot
move for an increase. hut if the memmbers
ave with me in siriking out the word
“three” with the objecl of inserting “two”

[ASSEMBLY.]

—and T am doing that only because I
cannot wmove to strike ount “three’? with a
view fo inserting “four”—further action
will rest with the Premier. The insertion
of the word “four” wounld mean an in-
crease of taxation, or a further draw from
Consolidated Revenue, and that requires
a Message from the Governor. I am go-
ing to move this amendment so that the
Premier can then report progress and
bring down a Message from the Governor,
which will enable the word “four” to be
inserted.  In doing that, the Premier
wonld be doing what the Labonr party
were 10ld to do by the congress which sat
at Bunbury. A motion was moved that
£300 a year should be the salary of mem-
hers of Parliament, and that was amended
by making the amount £400, which fignre
was supported by several members of this
House, ineluding Mr. Holman, the mem-
her for Murchison, My, Troy, the Speaker
of to-day, and many other members of
the congress, and delegates from the
women’s leagues, including Mrs. W, D.
Jobnson, the wife of a member of Parlia-
ment, whao said that the salary was inade-
quate and that it should be £400. That
is a mandate from the highest labour tri-
bunal in the State, and we ave pledged
to sarry out these prouasals laid down by
that eongress; indeed, wc are bound ic
carry them out.

The Premier: We are not pledged.

Mr. TAYLOR: We are pledged to cer-
tain fighting planks, and we are bound to
carry ount ihe resclutions of eongress when-
ever an opportunity presents itself,

The Premier: No.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is my view, but
apparently the Premier takes a different
view, 1t is for those who composed that
congress lo say whether the Premier's
view or ming is correet, This is a ques-
tion that was thoroughly threshed ont, and
the opinion of the representatives of the
workers at that congress was that £400
was a salary suitable for the position of
a member of Parlinment. They weic
fighting obstacles then, and they did not
carry {bhat vesolution with any idea other
than thal of getting their representatives
in Parliament to eavry it into effect. 1
beliave that the onus rests on those who
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.alone have the power to earry it out.
Private members have not the power to
increase the smount te £400, and I am
leaving it open so that if the House is not
anxious to earry £400 they will not strike
out the £300, but if they strike ouf the
“‘three” with the object of inserting “two,”
the Premier ean bring down the Message
from the Governor, which is necessary be-
fare “four” ean he inserted. I leave the
onus of earrying into effect the wishes of
ecngress on those who have the power in
this House to earry them ont.

On motion by Mr. Heitmann,
adjourned.

debale

House adjovrned at 11.20 pom,

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 13th December, 1911,

PAGE

Papers presented .. .. .. .. .. B4g

Sitting dsy, additional .. .. 846

Mining Gempanies and local shareholders . 848

Personal explanation: Sir J. W. Hackett ond .-

Public Warks Committee Bill, 848

Billa: Divorce Amendment, Sel. Com. extension 843

Agncultuml Bank Act Amendment, 1k. .. 546

Shearers’ Accommodation, 1R. . .. 848

Totalisator Regulations, 1R, 846
Industrial Concilintion and Arbltmtlon Act

Amendment, 2Rr. . 846 °

Health Act Amendme.nt Com. .. .. 868

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Map
showing the centre line of proposed
Hotham-Cr ossmau Railway, with limits of
deviation ; 2, Map showing the centre line
of the proposed railway from Yillimin-
ning to Kondinin; 3, Annual report of
Commissioner of Taxation; 4, Report of
fisheries and oyster fisheries, Shark Bay ;
5, Land and Surveys Depavtment, report
by Surveyor General.
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BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT.
Select Committee Extension.

Hon. J. D, COXNOLLY (Nocth-East)
moved— .
That the time for bringing up the
report be extended uniil Tuesday, the
19th December.

The committee had held three sittings and
had examined five witnesses. It was pro-
posed to sit practieally all day to-morrow,
four witnesses having been set down for
that day, and up till now three for Friday.
It was hoped that would be all the wit-
liesses necessary to be examined.  The
commitiee had restricted the wiinesses as
much as possible. Half a dozen letters or
more had heen received from societies,
branches, and kindred societies, and In
writing a reply to these societies they were
informed that they would have to meet
and decide on one eommon witness. I
witnesses from each society weve allowed
there would be dozens to be examined;
therefore, the witnesses had been restricted
considerably. The four witnesses to-
morrow would in the ordinary course
have hbeen 16 witnesses. The Com-
mittee was appointed this day week
and held the 6frst meeting on the
same day. Mr. MeKenzie and himself
had to go into the eountry the next day,
but in order that there should be no de-
lay in the proceedings two other members
were added to the commitiee, so that there
would be a quorum fo sit and take evi-
dence, and the sittings of the committee
weut on in the absence of himself and Mr.
MeKenzie. It was only in the mornings
the eommities could meet, as Hansard,
through the other House sitting early in
the afierncon, eould not atiend with any
degree of convenienece in the afternoon;
bat the committee wounld be practically
sitting all day to-morrow, or as long as the
House would permit, and on Friday.
The committee would he able, therefore,
to report on Tuesday.

Hon. Sir . H. WITTENOOM (North)
seconded the motion.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropoliian) :
It was to be hoped that the House wonld
not extend the time until Tuesday, and
he intended to move thal the time be ex-



